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King visit to West Bank gives 
needed support to Arafat 


By Rebecca Trounson 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 

JERICHO—King Hussein 

offered a dramatic gesture 
Tuesday in support of Palestin¬ 
ian leader Yasser Arafat, as he 
made his first public visit to the 
West Bank in almost 30 years 
to discuss the troubled Mideast 
peace process. 

The King,, the first Arab 
leader to travel to the autono¬ 
mous Palestinian area, said his 
landmark visit was intended to 
help speed the pace of Israeli- 
Palestinian negotiations over 
Israel’s overdue withdrawal of 
its troops from the West Bank 
city of Hebron. But the King, 
who has been critical of Israeli 
delays in the Hebron redeploy¬ 
ment, said he was not trying to 
pressure the government of 
Israeli Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu. 

“The problem lies in the 
slow pace of implementing 
what has been agreed upon,” 
King Hussein said at a news 
conference with Arafat 

The King and Arafat 
addressed each other warmly 
Tuesday as they stood at neigh¬ 
boring lecterns, praising each 
other for their efforts for peace. 


They also were united in their 
insistence that Israel should 
move quickly on the issue of 
Hebron. 

"We have one position.'* 
Arafat said, looking toward the 
King. “We have a complete 
understanding that there should 
be the implementation of every¬ 
thing that has been agreed 
upon.” 

The King's visit came as 
negotiations over Hebron 
reached a critical stage. Israeli 
and Palestinian negotiators held 
another round of intensive, 
small group discussions in Tel 
Aviv and Jerusalem Tuesday 
with formal negotiations 
expected to resume soon, per¬ 
haps as early as Wednesday in 
the Egyptian resort of Taba. 
But the two sides offered dif¬ 
fering accounts of their 
progress. 

Arafat's own assessment was 
gloomy. “Until this point, there 
is no move forward in the nego¬ 
tiations,’' he told reporters at 
his headquarters in this dusty 
desert town. “We don’t ask the 
impossible; we want what was 
signed to be implemented on 
the ground." 

Several Israeli officials and 
others close to the negotiations 


were more optimistic. While 
some differences remained, 
these sources said, the two 
sides were making progress 
toward reaching a diplomatic 
formula that would resolve 
Israel’s security concerns while 
meeting Palestinian demands 
that the existing Hebron agree¬ 
ment not be renegotiated. 

Israel was scheduled to pull 
its troops out of most areas of 
the city in March, but delayed 
the withdrawal after a series of 
suicide bombings in Israel by 
Muslim extremists. 

Netanyahu, who inherited 
the Hebron agreement when he 
was elected prime minister in 
May, has said he plans to put it 
in effect but only with more 
security measures to protea 
some 450 Jewish settlers living 
inside the overwhelmingly 
Arab city. The Palestinians 
have said the agreement 
already provides safeguards to 
protea the settlers. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy was perhaps the 
most upbeat Tuesday. "The 
agreement, in terms of the 
understandings. is nearly 
closed," he told Israeli televi¬ 
sion. ’There is maybe still 10 
percent left.” 


David Bar-Illan, Netan¬ 
yahu’s spokesman, also said 
substantial progress had been 
made in recent days on what he 
called the “practical, technical 
level” but said he believed the 
Palestinians were deliberately 
stalling on reaching an overall 
agreement. “On the strategic 
level, we feel now there are 
brakes being applied by Ara¬ 
fat.” he said. “It seems to be a 
lactic on his part, which we’ve 
seen before, a feeling that we 
are in a hurry to close an agree¬ 
ment, so he tries to slow things 
down, probably to try to gain 
concessions.” 

Bar-Illan declined to specify 
the sticking points. But other 
sources said one area of great 
disagreement remains a 
demand by Israel that it be 
allowed not only to pursue sus¬ 
pects into Palestinian- 
controlled areas but to initiate 
security operations within those 
zones. 

In his news conference. Ara¬ 
fat seemed exasperated with 
what he termed repeated Israeli 
demands for increased security 
arrangements for Hebron's 
Jewish settlers. 

And. in a suggestion quickly 
dismissed by Israeli and US 


Speaker wants it off the air 

Deputies are not laughing at 
political comedy show 


By Raed AJ Abed 

Star Stiff Writer 
THE SCENE goes like this’: 
Prime Minister Abdel Karim A! 
Kabariti look-alike takes the 
podium to deliver his now infa-- 
mous statement about his gov¬ 
ernment's’ intention ‘ to ' end 
wheat and fodder subsidy. Few 
deputies are sitting, but two in 
particular are teasing each 
other. One is apparently an Isla¬ 
mist while the other is a leftist ■ 
deputy. As the Kabariti look- 
alike speaks, the two get 
involved in a war of words. 
“You will go to hell for your 
atheism,” says the Islamist 
“Take care of your beard or the 
government will shave it for 
you,” retorts the leftist 
The Prime Minister con¬ 
cludes by saying “wc have to 
change our policy of subsidiz¬ 
ing bread and animal fodder.” 
The deputies start to rap oo 
their desks and some make 
sheep sounds of “baa baa baa” 
to protest the government’s 



A case of mistaken identities? 
policies. 

This was a scene from the 
new political slap stick comedy 
series. Ahlan Huhoma (Wel¬ 
come Government), performed 
by the famous trio Nabeel Saw- 
alha, Hisham Yannis and Amal 


A1 Dabbas. The script is written 
by Nabeel and Hisham based 
on ideas provided by Dr Jawad 
AJ Anani. a former minister, 
and political commentator Mr 
Eyad Qatran. The program is 
aired on JTV every Thursday. 


But most deputies did not 
find the program, particularly 
the bread and fodder scene, 
amusing. In fact many consid¬ 
ered it slanderous and called on 
Speaker Sa’ad Hail -Srour -to 
ask the government to apolo¬ 
gize and to take the show off 
the air. 

Speaker Srour yielded to 
their calls and expressed his 
disturbance over the program 
which be said “offends Parlia¬ 
ment.” He wrote to the Prime 
Minister demanding immediate 
legal and administrative action 
against those who were behind 
“such improper . behavior.” 
They included the Prime Min¬ 
ister. Minister of Information 
and the director of JTV. 

“Either they resolve what 
they have spoiled with Parlia¬ 
ment...or we will resort to all 
the legal and constitutional 
options available.” A1 Srour 
told reporters early this week. 

Political satire is not new to 
Jordan. Its pioneers are the 


officials.* Arafat said that, if it 
would calm Israel's fears, he 
would be willing to accept an 
international military force, 
including US troops, in 
Hebron. 

‘They (Israelis) are’ repeat¬ 
ing security, security,” Arafat 
said. “I said, "OK, if you don’t 
trust tbe joint patrol units and 
you don’t trust your soldiers or 
our soldiers. OK. why not call 
upon on international presence 
with die participation of the 
American army?’” Arafat 
pointed to the presence of 
American peacekeepers in the 
Sinai and elsewhere, saying 
there was precedence for US 
participation in such efforts. 

David Bar-Illan. Netan¬ 
yahu's spokesman, said the 
suggestion was greeted in the 
prime minister's office with 
“astonishment." It. generally, 
has been disregarded. 

In Washington. Defense Sec¬ 
retary William Perry told 
reporters, as he prepared to 
meet with Israeli Defense Min¬ 
ister Yitzhak Mordechai. that 
there was no “active considera¬ 
tion” being given to the idea of 
an international force, with US 
troops, in Hebron. ■ 

- same three Jordanian actors, 
who on the stage of tbe Nabeel 
and Hisham Theatre, presented 
plays that poked fun at parlia¬ 
mentary elections and the dem¬ 
ocratic experiment, the peace 
process and tbe peace negotia¬ 
tions and Arab summits among 
others. Their jokes and imper¬ 
sonations were always toler¬ 
ated even when Hisham made 
his famous impersonations of 
King Hussein and Yasser Ara¬ 
fat or when Nabeel dressed and 
acted as former prime minister 
Sharif, now Prince. Zeid Ben 
Shaker or President Hosni 
Mubarak of Egypt 

Their straws, whether on the 
stage or on the small screen, 
were always very popular. His- 
ham and Nabeel previous TV 
shows dealt with social ills and 
phenomena, but this time 
Aldan Hu/coma was seen as 
crossing the red lines. 

Naturally Hisham and 
Nabeel do not believe they are 
doing anything wrong and as 
expected defend what they're 
doing as their right to free 
expression. “We do not inten¬ 
tionally make any attack 
against them (deputies] person¬ 
ally. We are only handling 
issues and subjects connected 
to people, their rights and their 
democracy.” Hisham told The 
Star . “If there was a misunder¬ 
standing of a gesture made by 
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Chinese cartoonist first draws fire , now respect 


By Rone Tempest 

LA Tim es- Washington Post 
News Sendee 

BEIJING—Stretched out in his 
bed at the Peking Union 
Medical College Hospital 
where he is recovering from 
kidney surgery. Ding Cong 
hardly looks like one of the 
most dangerous men in China. 

During World War U, Ding 
worked with the American 
Office of 
Strategic 

Sws WorM 

instrumental in “ W W* 

Report 

against Japan. 1 

Later he took 
the winning 

Communist side in China's civil 
war. 

Ding, SO. has never wielded 
anything more Jetbai than a 
paintbrush. But his skills as a 
political cartoonist made him a 
national hero during time of war 
and an enemy of the state 
during time of peace. He did a 
celebrated color scroll in 1947 
that powerfully depicted the 

coemption of Chiang 
Kai-shek's Nationalist regime 

and the collusion of its 


American allies. 

Not long after their victory in 
1949. the Communists lost their 
sense of humor about political 
matters. Despite a whispered 
warning from his friend Chou 
En-lai, the late Chinese premier. 
Ding kept producing cartoons 
satirizing the political order. 

“Chou told me 1 better stop 
what I was doing,” Ding 
recalled in an interview this 
week, after the 
first exhibition of 
his work in a 
•j&sika Beijing museum, 

jfnir “1 wrongly 

mrmrw believed that after 

_ a. the liberation 1 
Oil could keep 

working. ( soon 
learned that the 
realities had 
changed. The new reality was 
socialism. This was a reality 
beyond criticism.” 

Describing former Chinese 
leader Mao Tse-tung. he spoke 
elliptically. but his point would 
not be lost on any Chinese who 
had undergone the famines of 
Mao’s Great Leap Forward 
from 1957-60 or the tenor of his 
Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution from 1966-76. 

“At that time.” Ding said. 
“China worshiped a certain 


deity. I had to constantly ask 
myself if the deity was right or 
if 1 was right. At the time. I 
believed 1 was wrong, which is 
why l lived through my ordeals. 
Later, looking back on things. I 
realized that I was right after all. 
and that is when I started getting 
fat.” 

Ding was exiled to labor 
camps, hounded by tbe Red 
Guards and banned from 
painting and drawing. When he 
was allowed to leave the camps, 
he was ordered to work at the 
Museum of Fine Arts in Beijing, 
scrubbing floors under works by 
artists whose skills were vastly 
inferior to his own. 

Sometimes, to amuse himself 
while he arranged exhibitions in 
the museum. Ding sketched on 
the back of display cards. Later, 
when the political restraints on 
him loosened, he used these 
sketches to illustrate books. ' 

In 1979. be was among the 
last of China's intellectuals to 
be rehabilitated after the 
Cultural Revolution. Except for 
a series of drawings of the 
notorious “Gang of Four”— 
including Jiang Qing. the wife 
of the late Chairman Mao— 
Ding never returned to the 
political caricature that marked 


his work in die war years of the 
1940s. 

However, his cartoons in the 
monthly academic journal 
Dushu and many popular 
newspapers are among the most 
biting social satires produced in 
China today. 

Political figures such as 
ailing patriarch Deng Xiaoping 
and his seeming successor. 
President and Communist Party 
leader Jiang Zemin, arc still off 
limits. But Ding's satiric 
sketches of comically trendy 
youth, conupt and greedy 
officials and obese brats 
produced under the one-child 
family planning program offer a 
rare glimpse at the side effects 
of economic reform in China 
today. 

In the time-frozen world of 
political criticism in China, 
Ding's work stands out for Us 
subtlety and its artistic merit. 
Most other cartoons are crudely 
drawn and delve into politics 
only on tbe rare occasions when 
a political, figure has been 
publicly disgraced. 

An example of the regime's 
sensitivity to caricature is the 
work of Morgan Choa. 
cartoonist for the magazine Far 
Eastern Economic Review of 
Hong Kong. On . several 


occasions in recent years, 
Chua’s cartoons lampooning 
Chinese leaders were enough to 
ban the magazine from 
circulating in China. 

In an exhibition that closed 
this week. Ding was featured in 
a one-man show at the Museum 
of Fine Arts that was one of the 
most successful ever. Among 
the works displayed were the. 
sketches he made when he 
worked there as a janitor. - 

Unfortunately. Ding was 
unable to attend his own 
triumphant return to the 
museum. Doctors at the Peking 
Union Medical College 
Hospital—a pee-revolutionary 
Rockefeller-funded facility that 
was known during the Cultural 
Revolution as the 
“anti-imperialist hospital”— 
discovered a tumor on his 
kidney and ordered surgery. 

In the interview. Ding said 
he was hoping to get bock to 
work. One of his projects, he 
said, is a long scroll depicting 
the horrors of the Cultural 
Revolution. 

Coincidentally, while Ding’s 
an was on exhibit one of his 
main tormentors, tbe last living 
Gang of Four member, Yao 
Wenyuan, was released from 
prison after serving 20 years. ■ 



King Hussein is greeted by President Arafat upon arrival in Jericho on Tuesday. (Photo 
courtesy ofMaldos) .. t ■ r . 

Jericho summit seen as 
cementing relations with 
PNA areas 


By Hamdan A1 Hajj 

Special to The Star 
JERICHO—His Majesty King 
Hussein's landmark visit this 
week to Jericho jjjtbe Palcstin- 
[ ian self-rule areds is seen as a 
j milestone hr. relations between 
the two peoples and as an indi¬ 
cation of Jordan's support of 
the Palestinians in their quest 
for a comprehensive and just 
peace. 

The King became the first 
Arab leader to visit the liber¬ 
ated Palestinian -territories 
utkler PNA rale. The warmth 
with which he was received by 
ordinary Palestinians reflects a 
deep-seated appreciation of the 
King’s leadership and his role 
in the peace process. 

Jericho, like most parts of 
the West Bank, was under Jor¬ 
danian rale until Israeli occupa¬ 
tion in 1967. 

During meetings with Pales¬ 
tinian leader Yasser Arafat, 
both in Jericho and in Amman 
the day before, the King reiter¬ 
ated his support for the righr of 
Palestinians, to self determina¬ 
tion and the establishment of an 
independent stale with Jerusa¬ 
lem as its capital. 

The warmth and closeness 


- between the two leaders, was 
visible and -Tuesday's visit to 
Jericho, arranged hastily, 
brought attention to the special 1 
relationship between Jordan 
and Palestine. 

By flying into Jericho to 
meet the PNA government, die 
King appeared (p be sending a 
clear message to Israel’s Likud 
government and its leader 
Prime Minister Benjamin 


News 

Report 


Netanyahu. When it comes to 
Palestinian rights and straggle, 
Jordan will not be forced 'to 
choose; it will side with tbe 
Palestinians. Accordingly, the 
writ can be seen as an attempt 
to bring pressure to bear on die 
Israeli government to resume 
negotiations and adhere to the 
peace agreements. 

In that sense, the visit was a 
great boost to Mr Arafat’s 
standing in his difficult deal¬ 
ings with the Israeli govern¬ 
ment and ids intransigence. - 


The King had warned c.nlii« 
that Israeli p^licie.- up • ! : 
Netanyahu are likely t* - lov 
uitii/c the peace pnve*>« .in I 
bring the entire redrai' *.-• 
edge of the abyss 

The visit also ended \tvcN'.- 
lions about (he slate ■ 

niun-Palesiinun relations. I’.-i 
estinian Minister of Educ.tiion. 
Yassir Amr. described (lie \ .mi 
as “an historical ami snore.-*; ul 
event.” Palestinian Minister . i 
Culture. Yassir AM Ruho. s.:M 
“the visit nremphaviTViJ tin- 
strong Jordanian-Palcstim.il 
ties.” 

Mr Elias Freij. P.i!oli:iia:i 
Minister of Tourism, said the 
visit was u living pruol <n M-a. - 
dan’s, unyielding, support ot (U«. 
Pa I estinian. people”.. 

Observers believe Jord.niun- 
Patestinian relations will \\ti 
ness a new phase of coopera¬ 
tion after this week's visit. Dur¬ 
ing the joint press coiiI'cilmhv 
.that was held during the wml. 
the King referred in Jerielx* i • 
the “sacred unity” between Pal¬ 
estinians and Jordanians. If 
in Jericho that the unit; 
between the East and Wc'. 
Banks of Jordan was declared 
in 1950. ■ 


Jordan insists on 
practical measures to 
salvage peace 


. By Ahmed Shaker 

Special to The Star 
TWO YEARS ’ have passed 
since the rigmog of the Jorda- 
nian-lsradi peace treaty, yet for 
Jordan toe. promised dividends 
of peace are still to come. Flashy 
expressions like the fruits of 
peace are still ink on paper while 
vital issues like water remain 
unresolved. . 

Jordanian-Israeli relations 
have become strained as a result 
of Israeli stubbornness regarding 
the implementation of toe 
accords signed with * the 
Palestinians. ' 

Tbe Israeli government's 
opening of the tunnel under'Af 
Aqsa mosque and the clashes, 
tom followed added.to the ceri-l 
sion between tbe two'countries. 

Locally; the opposition played 
on the uncompromising Israeli 
stance including its delay of 
redeployment -of troops from 
Hebron. It saw it as a further 
excuse to call for tbe negation of 
the peace treaty with Israel. 

1 Israeli policies were directly 
criticized by. His Majesty King 
Hussein during the last Wash¬ 
ington summit He warned that 
“the peace trade is in jeopardy.” 

Observers agree-that toe latest 
statements by the King in Wash- - 
ington were a dear warning, 
reminding the Israeli govern-' 


mem of those days during tbe 
Golf war when its people were 
forced to wear gas-masks. 

Though King Hussein sought 
to calm down tbe trmse situation 
upon his return home, it is 
unknown what later led to the 
escalation of tensions between 
the two sides. 

- Minister of Information Dr 
Marwan Al Muasher told The 
Star that there is still room for 
hope and Israel may yet take 
positive steps. However, the 
minister was weary of “Israeli 
intentions.” He said that after 
Do re Gold’s visit to Amman, 
the Israeli government resumed 
its policy in expanding settle¬ 
ments and few hours later it. 
opened the tunnel under tbe Al 
Aqsa Mosque. Dr Muasher said 
Jordan's stance was clear hav¬ 
ing made a protest to Gold 
against such actions. 

Prime Minister. Abdel Karim 
Al Kabariti even refused to 
meet the Israeli ambassador but 
'delivered to him an eight-page 
official protest. Tbe government 
also asked its ambassador in Tel 
Aviv, Mr Omar Al Rifai to 
inform tbe Israeli government 
of the risks in toe situation.. 

The Minister said that Jordan 
hoped that the Washington 
Summit would reactivate the' 
peace process, but the exact 
opposite happened. 


However, Israel remains ada 
mam. it even hinted al the pos¬ 
sibility of reversing the t.K|n 
Accord 

Dr Muasher wonders 1 h«\ 
can one trust such agreement.,. 
During his previous' visits u> 
Jordan just before being elected 
as prime minister, Benjamin 
Netanyahu, emphasized linn toe 
Jordanian-Israeli relationship is 
“sacred and is respected by .ill 
sides." 

King Hussein is known • 
his diplomatic views in .*»i\ iim 
matters, and he had used .,u 
means to persuade Neiunv.ilm 
to stick to the peace .ictnrd:.. 
The King's statement, wlm.li 
was published by the Amoiic.iv 
press, emerged alter a. caret ui 
and a conscious view of tlk- 
situation. 

Israel has created a k-w*- 
escalation in its relations uu|, 
Jordan by refusing ui adhere <,■ 
the Washington Declaration 
that gives Jordan a superviMwx 
role over the holy sites 

Netanyahu had many time* 
pointed to Jordan's role, in hi- 
attempt to create a w-odcc 
between the Jordanians and P.Tl. 
estmians. However, in reality 
Netanyahu is dealing with Jcrii- 
salem as ft were an Kr.icli city 
and not as an occupied iiri% , ;' 

Continued on pago * 
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Child abuse in Jordan 

Overcoming obstacles 
through awareness 


By Manal O mar 

Special to The Star 

“NOW BREAK into groups of four”, the 
sound of the moderator echoed. Tbe women 
quickly divided themselves into groups of 
four. Each addressed three crucial ques¬ 
tions: What are the problems facing chil¬ 
dren? What are the solutions? What are the 
responsibilities of tbe community? 

The three-day training seminar hosted by 
the Jordanian Women’s Union (JWU) titled 
“Needs of Children" was among many 
activities this week regarding children's 
rights. The seminar coincided with the Arab 
Child Day, and the questions reflect crucial 
concerns to Jordanian society. “Children 
have basic needs, and when these needs are 
not met. problems will inevitably arise for 
them as well as society," the JUW modera¬ 
tor told The Star. 

With a Phd in Counseling and Psychol¬ 
ogy, the moderator emphasizes the lasting 
impact of child abuse on tbe children, the 
family, and society. “The worse situation is 
when people do not realize that abuse is 
occurring: neglecting a child is abuse, spoil¬ 
ing diem is also an abuse." 

It is easy to deny tbe rising problem. 
However, lack of awareness threatens any 
progress tbe country hopes to have in secur¬ 
ing the future generation. 

‘'There are so many stories about children 
whipped and burned in schools, in addition 


to using sadistic ways to beat them for disci¬ 
pline purposes," writes Dr Moumen AJ- 
Hadidi. chief of the National Forensic Med¬ 
icine Center. A1 Hadidi explains that the 
abuse that sometimes results in death is usu¬ 
ally a' form of emotional outbursts and does 
not have homicidal tendencies. Such cases 
represent 20 percent of the murder crimes 
against children. 

According to the study conducted by Dr 
A1 Hadidi in 1992 and presented to the last 
May seminar on Child Abuse co-sponsored 
by the Jordan River for Development Pro¬ 
jects (JRDP), the number of injuries to chil¬ 
dren under 18 between 1990 to 1992, was 
3779. These represent 22 percent of the 
total number of cases. The number of chil¬ 
dren abused under the age of seven was 149 
cases. Twenty nine cases could be described 
as “child torture” according to international 
law. 

The 1996 study on the “Size of the Prob¬ 
lem of Child Abuse in Jordanian Society” 
(in Arabic) conducted by UeuL CoL. Bashir 
Saleh Belbeisy. from the Public Security 
Directorate, points out that the cases of 
abuse of children under 18 in 1994 alone 
reached 2,103250, About 23 percent of 
these incidents were against children under 
the age of three. In 1994. 127 of sexual 
abuse crimes were registered, 88 percent of 
these were related to sodomy. In 1995. the 
Ggure doubled with 364 sexual abuse 
crimes repented, 95 percent of these were 


£■' • 


(Courtesy of UNICEF) 
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Male. - s .--. 
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acts of sodomy. 

It is important to define the different cate¬ 
gories of abuse. A child according to inter¬ 
national law is anyone under the age of 18. 
The most publicized form of child abuse is 
physical. This includes everything from 
bruises to poisoning. Physical abuse can be 
inflicted on both girls and boys of all ages 
and social classes, however, there is a sig¬ 
nificantly higher rate among poor families, 
young parents, where there is a step parent, 
parents who were abused, and in tiie first 
child. 

Sexual abuse is another form of maltreat¬ 
ment that shocks the community. “No mat¬ 
ter what the physical impact of sexual abuse 
is. it may heal; however, the psychological 
injury caused may remain with the child 
even until his old age. " wri tes Dr WaJeed 
Sarhan in a 1996 UNICEF report on psy¬ 
chology and child abuse. 

Another form of abuse that tends to go 
unnoticed is negligence. This can be physi¬ 
cal. medical, educational, and emotional. 
“People do not think of negligence as 
abuse, but that’s exactly what it is." 
explains the representative from the JWU. 
Other abuses that go unnoticed are emo¬ 
tional and psychological, Munchausen syn¬ 
drome ( a rare form in which the parents 
pretend that the child has an illness in order 
to hospitalize the child, receive medication, 
etc), and abuse from the school and the 
community. Sarhan describes street children 
as “one of the most hideous pictures of chil¬ 
dren's abuse, which should be stopped." 

According to Hanna Shaheen. a represen¬ 
tative from the Jordan River Development 



Child abuse reported among 
Jordanian districts in 1995 

Districts 

# of Cases 

Percentage 

Amman 

4 

26.67% 

Irbid 

2 

1333% 

Zarqa . 

.5 

33-33% 

AI-Kark 

2 

1333% 

AJkmn 

1 

6.66% 

Madaba 

1 

*6.66% 

Total 

15 

100% 


Project, the main obstacle in addressing 
child abuse “is a lack of a database. There is 
few statistics and many incidents are not 
reported. We need to leach the doctors and 
hospitals to notice the abuse and record it” 
Shaheen points out that the available statis¬ 
tics and police reports are only a small rep¬ 
resentation of the actual cases. "Our statis¬ 
tics and information comes from one 
dedicated officer putting things together, 
and does not accurately represent the real 
situation." Shaheen told The Star. 

The Jordanian legal system deals with the 
question of child abuse on a number of lev¬ 
els. According to Judge Ahmed Mer’eb, the 
legal system addresses children’s rights 
under four categories: the crimes against 
children, the crimes that concern honor and 
public morals, murders, and begging. Tbe 
Jordanian Penal Code addresses these issues 
in separate and general ways. 

"A comprehensive law that protects the 
rights of children docs not exist and is 
needed," explains Issam Zawawi, die presi¬ 


Rape 

Sodomy 

Total 

Sexual abase 

1994 

Cases 

15 

112 

137 

1995 

Cases 

16 

364 

380 

Average 

15.4 

359 

371 



dent of the Builders’ of the Future Forum. 
“A new draft law has been completed by a 
committee appointed by HM Queen Noor." 
Through proposing legislation aimed at pro¬ 
tecting children against violence, the Jorda¬ 
nian community is addressing this national 
concern. 

Another crucial element is awareness and 
prevention. “The main idea is for the com¬ 
munity to realize their role, they need to 
become aware of the problems, the conse¬ 
quences, and children's rights," explains Dr 
Aiman Abu. Laban, tbe children's program 
director of UNICEF. 

Dr Aba Laban, says that through public 
awareness activities the community will not 
only know that the problems exist. but win 
also become aware of who to turn to in such 
cases and how to reach out to the abused 
children. 

Dr A1 Hadidi emphasizes that a crucial 
step to prevention is "enhancing the means 
of the diagnosis of children at risk by spe¬ 
cial personnel (medical and educational), so 
they become able to find out and observe 
the child at the risk of abuse." 

October is proving to be a month filled 
with promising aoiviiies For the future of 
children. As these activities in Jordan take 
place, the obstacles that need to be over¬ 
come should not be overlooked. By 
addressing such obstacles the community is 
providing more occasions to celebrate in the 
Arab Child Days income. ■ - . 


Jordan insists on practical measures 


Continued from page 1 

be discussed in the final stage of 
the negotiations. 

' Another crucial issue which 
re-overlooked by the Israeli gov¬ 
ernment relates to the right of 
return for Palestinian refugees 
and the displaced 

Israel keeps imposing obsta¬ 
cles against any possible Jorda- 
ni an-Palestinian trade exchange 
and it delays the implementation 
of its trade agreement with Jor¬ 
dan. Jordanians who want to 
visit Israel are faced with strin¬ 
gent measures when obtaining 
visas. 

Moreover, Royal Jordanian 
seems to be losing its edge to 
the benefit of El A1 with regards 
to cheaper tickets and in provid¬ 
ing better services. 

Many other obstacles 
emerged on the road to peace 


between Jordan and Israel. Yet 
Jordanian diplomacy preferred 
not to disclose them. Jordan is 
one of the few countries that 
supported the idea of giving the 
newly elected Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, sufficient 
time to prove his commitments 
to the peace agreements. 

The Jordanian government 
carried out extensive efforts to 
maintain the survival of the 
peace process in the Middle 
East However, observers 
believe that Israel wants Arab 
relations to stay static. In this 
respect, it wants Jordan to have 
a neutralized role in the upcom¬ 
ing negotiations between Israel 
and the Palestinians. 

On the other hand. Jordanian 
officials reject what they call an 
unjustifiable Israeli- tactic. Jor¬ 
dan expresses a firm stand on 


the right of return of the refu¬ 
gees and displaced. 

The Israeli Ambassador in 
Amman, Shimon Shamir, said 
that the Israeli government have 
not have not expected such a 
popular and official protest 
against the opening of the tun¬ 
nel in Jerusalem. 

Jordan's Ambassador in Tel 
Aviv, Omar A1 Rifai. confirmed 
that the crisis between Jordan 
and Israel does exist He added 
that no breakthrough, is 
expected unless the Israeli*gov¬ 
ernment adopts a more reason¬ 
able and practical measures 
towards the peace process. 
These are: Implementing the 
peace agreements with the Pal¬ 
estinians. withdrawing Israeli 
forces from Hebron and closing 
the tunnel in Jerusalem. ■ 



October issue is now 
on selected newsstands 
for more information 
Call 645-380 
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Arab Child Day 

An investment in the future 


AMMAN (Star)—The young 
boy walked confidently to the 
podium and stood in front of 
the microphone. Avoiding the 
eyes of nearly 200 people, 
including HRH Princess Zein 
A1 Hussein, the Jordanian 
youth from Salt cleared his 
throat He began to recite Surat 
AlAlaq. 

The seminar titled "Children 
and Reading" held at the Haya 
Cultural Center was the first of 
many programs launched in 
response to the Arab Child 
Day. The seminar was under 
Lhe patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor and was attended 
by the Minister Education, Dr 
Munthir A1 Massri and the 
Minister of Social Develop¬ 
ment, Abu Hammad Jammous. 
Princess Zein attended as the 
representative of the Royal 
Family, and distributed 30 cer¬ 
tificates of appreciation for 
those who contributed to chil¬ 
dren library services. 

Each year the Jordanian 
community celebrates Arab 
Child Day which is on the 1st 
October. The celebration is 
supervised by a preparatory 
committee from Noor AJ Huss¬ 
ein Foundation. The committee 
includes 35 members represent¬ 
ing both the public and private 
sectors. 

The 1996 mono for Arab 
Child Day is The National 


Campaign to Promote Reading 
- Among Children.” The semi- 
b ngr at the Haya Cultural Center 
is just one ot the activities 
planned by the committee in 
celebration of Arab Child Day. 

The activities were not just 
in Jordan's capital. “I'm very 
happy to say that Zartja will 
also participate in celebrating 
Arab Child Day." Issam Zaw¬ 
awi. head of the Noor AI Huss¬ 
ein Preparatory Committee, 
told The Star. 

On 19-20 October, a work¬ 
shop will be held at the Zarqa 
Chamber of Commerce, under 
tbe patronage of the Ministry 
of Culture. Ahmed Qudah. The 
seminar will last three days. Dr 
Nabil El Sherif will present a 
paper on children's literature, 
Issam Zawawi on children and 
the mass media, and Rehab 
QadoumI on child abuse. 

Jordan participated on a 
regional level as well. “Jordan 
made a commitment when they 
signed the UN Children’s 
Rights’ Declaration. We repre¬ 
sented that commitment this 
year among 12 other Arab 
nations in a seminar held by 
the League of Arab States in 
Cairo." Dr Renand AI Kha- 
leeb. president of the National 
Association for Education of 
Children, explained. 

Four Jordanian students 
among a 70 participated in the 



seminar by presenting Tae 
Kwon Doe, national songs, and 
creative writing. . . 

The issues raised in honor of 
Arab Child Day are crucial to 
Jordan. Nonetheless, October 
will come and go. However, 
the quest for awareness of the 
rights of children must con¬ 
tinue. Tbe accomplishments 
and activities made in tbe past 


year for the children of Jordan 
have been many. It must not be 
forgotten, however, that tbe 
road to securing the future is 
still long and filled with many 

obstacles.- . 

' Through investing in aware¬ 
ness, education, and- outreach 
for the children, the Jordanian 
community is guaranteeing a 
safer journey down that road. 


The National Music Conservatory/Noor AI Hussein Foundation 
and 

The French Cultural Centre 

in cooperation with WL- 

DA RAT AL FUNUN ' 

present 'T 

TRIO THIERRY ROBIN 

(oud. buzuq and guitar) 

*agG;f3 

Musical Fusion of ’ST' 

West and East W 'XtfrS To* n/# 


Sunday, 20 October 1996 
8:00 p.m. 

Derat AI Funun ^ 


X 


Ticket Price JD 7 (Limited Seats) — 

Tickets available at: 

- Da rat AI Funun. tel. 64325 I 

- French Cultural Centre, tel. 636445 

- The National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620 
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I\iy 50 initially and the res! in two installments 
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Deputies are 
not laughing 


Continued from gage 1 

one of the actors in one scene, 
which some thought that it 
described the deputies as goats, 
then we never thought of that." 

He called on the deputies to 
“have a sense of humor." 

Minister of Information Mar- 
wan Muasher defended the pro¬ 
gram. Tt does not aim at insult¬ 
ing any person or party, but to 
make fun in a harmless way." 
be was quoted hy Atl Dustour 
daily as saying. 

But there are those who are 
sympathetic to the deputies* 
cause. "1 believe deputies and 
ordinary people have the right 
to raise objections to such pro¬ 
grams." Fakhri Kawar. presi¬ 
dent of the the General Union 
of Arab Writers and writer of 
several radio and TV social 
shows said. "Especially when 
this program is clearly trying to 
advocate the government’s 
view by playing with people’s 
sentiments regarding issues like 
bread prices." 

For Kawar. whose daily col¬ 
umn in Ad Dustour, tackles 
mainly social issues, Aldan 
Hukoma's major flaw is that it 
“makes fun of people’s 
suffering.” 

When the show first began 
two weeks ago no protests were 
heard. Many viewed it as a 
witty and entertaining show. 
But the second episode, which 
focused on the deputies and 
their tiff with the government 
over the bread issue, was seen 
as making fun of some mem¬ 
bers of Parliament. 

“We noticed that since the 
government raised bread and 
fodder prices, people looked 
irritable and gloomy," Hisham 
said. "So we thought we 
needed a breath of fresh air, a 
smile, to create a nice atmos¬ 
phere where we can discuss our 
problems without being really 
harsh.” 

He said in other democracies 
“they call ministers cock¬ 
roaches and say very nasty 
things about them, but we are 
polite with ministers and 
deputies." 

But as usual the House is 
divided over the issue. One 
deputy, who believes he was 
meant by the leftist MP in the 
program, was all for the pro¬ 
gram. “I strongly support the 
idea of the program, which 
deals with events in a satirical 
manner," leftist deputy Bassam 
Haddadin told The Star. 
“Although the program fails to 
draw a true picture of the left 1 
call upon all deputies to under¬ 
stand the goal of the program 
with an open bean.” He said 
he disagreed with the House 
. Speaker in considering the pro¬ 
gram as an insult to Parliament 
Tbe insult happens when Par¬ 
liament fails to cany out its 
duties properly.’’ 

. Since Nabil and Hisham vis- 
itriti Israel last year, where they 
placed a wreath on the tomb of 
the late Israeli prime minister. 
Yitzhak Rabin, they have been 
targets of an extensive cam¬ 
paign of criticism launched by 
the anti-normalization camp. 
They were expelled from the 
artists and writers associations 
and opposition newspapers 
have been giving them bad 
reviews ever since. 

^Choosing Nabil Sawalha. 
Hisham Yannis and Araal AI 
Dabbas for this show casts 
doubts on its .goals.” Kawar 
said. "They have lost their cred¬ 
ibility among Jordanians and 
Palestinians." 

Some critics go to the extent 
of accusing the team of Ahlan 
Hukoma of collusion with the 
government to promote itsH 
policies. 

Such accusations were 
denied by Mr Muasher. “We 
asked Nabeel and Hisham to 
produce a satirical program for 
the sake of the constructive 
criticism. We chose them 
because they are the best and it 
is untrue that we planned the 
program to promote certain 
government policies,” he said. 

Anani, who supplies Nabeel 
and Hisham with subject ideas 
for the program, defends the 
program. Tt is natural to have 
mixed reactions on the show. It 
Is a controversial program, and 
it has achieved its goal.” 

He is astonished at news that 
deputies want to file charges 
against the government. "Depu¬ 
ties have always demanded the 
government to raise the ceiling 
of free speech. I was expecting 
the government to file 
charges,” he said. "Such a 
social program, despite some 
technical glitches here or there, 
is an experiment that should be 
allowed to continue.” 

On their part, the show will 
8P ■ on—For the time being. 
“P eople are making fun of the 
government, we are playing the 
people making fun of the gov¬ 
ernment. If there is anybody 
who should be crossed with us 
it is the government," Hisham 
said. Sources at JTV confirmed 
that the program will continue 
at die same time on Thursday 
night at 8:30 pm. ■ 
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WEEK 

An unconventional 
b report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
rf\ by Marwan Al Asmar 






Dehiking bread prices! 

■ Thank goodness for small mercies! A Her so much hus¬ 
tle. we now find that the government could reduce the 
price of bread after all. However, thi^ is still a proposal 
ih:u is being studied \ery carefully Our meiciiul ministers 
arc now saying thjt the price decrease could be made 
because of the lowering oi the world prices ui wheat. Bui 
wait for tl, and don't get ton excited... f he price slash is 
only by two piasters. 

Union power or canon fodder 

■ 1 don’t seem to sound anti union, but I sense a “mellow 
atmosphere" developing or lias been developing in the 
workers' institutions of the nation. However, we do gel a 
little twinge every now and then. Indeed, this month, it’s 
more than a tu ingc. The doctors are upset. the midwives 
and nurses are angry and the engineers are livid This 
might not be in the right order, but everybody is gearing 
up for j fight. The doctors are threatening to go on a stop¬ 
page on Saturday. 26 October and the same goes fur the 
engineers although they have sclieduied their nne-day 
action on .Saturday J9 October. The Jordan Engineers 
Association (JEAi is angry about the system of allowances 
that its members receive in the public sector. 

On Saturday, a demonstration is Liking plate outside 
the Ministry 1 of Public Works. The sit-in seems to be pan 
of a wider industrial action On 26 October, :i demo, orga¬ 
nized by the JEA.. will start from the Professional Associ¬ 
ations Complex to the Prime Ministry. Where will it end, 
we will never end. To top it all. the Union of Mines and 
Minerals arc scheduling a strike lor the workers of the 
Middle East Industrial Company on 2 November. The 
workers want an increase in the system of allowances so 
that it could match with the high standard of living. 

Nabeel and Hisham in the soup 

■ The lovable dynamic duo. Nabeel and Hisham might 
.agjin be getting other people in trouble. Their latest 
'Thursday night television comedy act Ah Ian Hukomn is 
striking a raw nerve among all the Lower House deputies. 
What is interesting is that these deputies, who shall remain 

* nameless, are thinking about taking the Prime Minister. 
Mr Abdel Karim Al Kabariti. his Minister of Information, 
Dr Marwan Al Muashcr and the Director-General of the 
Radio 'and Television Corp.. Ihsqn Ramzi. to court. They 
■iire-protesting the way the television program portrays the 

* "legislative authority.” If the going gets rough, JTV ’might 
oanyd the program, but in the meantime let us just watch 
.how Nabeel and Hisham make fools of themselves on tele¬ 
vision. There will be another showing, so stay tuned! 

Irbid, the city with spark 

■ We're off to Irbid this week. This is a nice topic to get 
your teeth into. But seriously, it is interesting to get away 
and write about the provinces every now and ihen. Irbid. 
affectionately known as the bride of the north, might be 
getting a new luce-lilt. Its Governor. MrQaftan Al Majali, 
in a hid lo ensure public safely, has banned (he use of loud 
speakers in public places; they can only be used in mew¬ 
ing halls. These speakers disturb the peace, it is argued. 
But that is not all. Heading the Public Safety Committee, 
the governor said that iL was decided to ban articulated lor¬ 
ries from entering the city. The head of the Irbid Munici¬ 
pality. Dr Abdel Raouf Al Tal. said that a special site will 
be built for trucks sometimes next year, hut its budget 
allocation is yet to be discussed. Rubbles or debris from 
construction works will no longer be allowed to remain on 
the side of the roads but will have to be removed by con¬ 
tractors after the completion of the projects. Egyptian 
workers will not be allowed to "gather" in the city. The 
governor said that the municipality is taking the necessary 
procedures to make sure that this last decision remains 
irreversible. 

Man kills himself because of severe 
depression 

■ Would you believe iu A medical doctor commiued sui¬ 
cide the other day. The doctor recently graduated from a 
medical school abroad. The .14-year-old killed himself by 
a syringe in a building under construction in Wadi Al 
Seer. It is said that the motive was severe depression. The 
man did not work in his field of education and remained 
unemployed. But this could be argued to be a feeble 
excuse and the police are investigating further into olher 
motives behind his death. 


Safety in schools is a matter of 
urgency 

■ Safety in schools is a subject that should be gaining 

greater attention from ihe 

authorities concerned. It 
might be said that better 
later than never! The issue 1 
however is very grave. Two 
Children have died in one 
school in North Marka sim¬ 
ply because of negligence 
on the part of the school 
administration. In the first 
case, a pupil tell from a 
fourth floor window. He 
was merely looking out of 
ihe window and just tum¬ 
bled down. In (he second 
ease, a small pupil died 
because the school's steel Oweidn 

door fell on him. 

These cases have prompted Dr Mohammad Oweida. the 
head of the Lower House Committee on Education, Cul¬ 
ture and Youth to send a strongly-worded memorandum to 
the Minister of Education. Dr Munthir Al Masru He 
demanded that the Ministry set up a Public Safety Com¬ 
mittee to ensure safety in the schools of our country. 

Pupils gone missing 

■ Three pupils have gone missing in Irbid. On the day al 
their disappearance, the pupils, who are between the ages 
of 13 and 14. went to school normally. After school, the 
pupils—Mohammad Shcrif Frcij, Murad Taysecr Shatarah 
ancTNawaf Mohammad Zayed—went back home and later 
on they left and didn’t return. They have gone missing 
since last Week. After much search, the parents were told 
that three children were seen in the Jordan valley and the 
Hemma Baths where they had lunch and had a swim, ah 
( his information is not verified. The police are suit looking 
for them and are appealing to anyone, both tn Irbid ana 
across the country, who might have any clues as to ineir 
whereaoouts. 
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• Prime Minister Abdel Karim Kabariti said Jordan's latest diplomatic moves were aimed at salvaging the peace, process. 
He was speaking al the West Amman Rotary Club dinner Junction on Sunday. The Prime Minister reviewed his govern¬ 
ment's domestic policies stressing on economic reform programs and on going cooperation with Parliament and other pub¬ 
lic institutions. Commenting on Iraq Mr Kabariti said Jordan was keen on lifting sanctions against Iraq. 

Queen Noor receives 
Eleanor Roosevelt Award in 
praise of her work 


HER MAJESTY Queen N«mr 
became Iasi Sunday the first 
Arab recipient of the Eleanor 
Roosevelt Award. The aim of 
the award, which was launched 
in I9S7. was to "honor individ¬ 
uals who have dedicated their 
lives to humanitarian issues, 
service lo .society and interna¬ 
tional peace." 

In her remarks at ihe cere¬ 
mony in New York. Queen 
Noor stressed that "peace is 
work —harder work than war." 
She added that, “a world in 
which peace is valued cannot 
be imposed from above It must 
be built from the ground up. 
brick hv brick, or even blade of 
grass by blade of grass.” work 
for peace, according tu the 
Queen, should stan at “the 
grassroots, at home and 
abroad." She .said that “my 
efforts have been international 
and multi-cultural in locus, (o 
defeat pcrisleni stereotypes and 
misconceptions about Arab and 
Islamic society and culture and 
to provide opportunities fur 
people to team about each 
other." 

On the local scene, the 
Queen noted that, “economic, 
education and social projects in 
Jordan are designed to give 
people an investment in peace 
because The most pernicious * 
wars persists where people 
have nothing left to lose. To 
build peace, people must not 
have something worth fighting 
for, but somehiinj* lo make it 
worth ending the lighting 

Queen Noor quoted his 


Majesty Kmc Iluss- ; 
ein's .tddiesN tu ihe 
United Stales ( on- ■ 

giess in July l l »‘»4 i 

when he said, "u 
should never he tor- j 
got ten tli.it peace 
resides ultimate!) i s 

jx.u in Ihe hands uf ! y 

governments. bm in ; : 

the hands of the ( r 

people, lor unless ■ 

peace call be made ‘ 

ie.il to the men. J 

women and eliil- ! m 

dren of the Middle 1 

East. (he hcM ^B§lp| 

efforts «.f ncgoiia- BBS 

tors will come to 
naught." Yvqaj 

The Queen called \ ^8 
for the mobilization \ . 
of throes of peace 
in Israel, the Arab 
countries, (he United Slates and 
throughout the world “to influ¬ 
ence decision-inakcis iu choose 
genuine security over territorial 
.ambition, humanity ovci inhu¬ 
manity, hope over despair, 
development over stagnation, 
and peaceful reconciliation 
over wastclul Confrontation " 

'ITie Queen ndcJ that in 
order for peace in the Middle 
East to endure, it must be 
■'comprehensive, not limited." 
adding that, "while peace is 
hard work, or perhaps mure 
because of it, nothing is more 
valuable." 

When Eleanor Roosevelt's 
grandson Trank Roosevelt pre¬ 
sented Queen Noor with the 
tihleal, he said that “of all the 


r Afah countries. Jordan has 
_ made the greatest strides 
' towards democratization." He 
added that Queen Noor “has 
dedicated herself m promoting 
international understanding and 
education anj is keenly aware 
of the importance <>t education 
in promoting world peace." 

The Eleanor Roosevelt Cen¬ 
ter at Yai-kill iERVKj in New 
York was established in I*.*77 
as a turn-governmenial, non¬ 
profit iirenm/ation. Its national 
programs locus on enhancing 
racial harmony and cultural 
diversity, empowering women, 
promoting youth leadership and 
addressing the needs of 
children. 

On the international level. 


ERVK promotes programs in 
ilie fields of human rights, 
democracy, peace and cross- 
cultural understanding. 

According lo US first lady Hil¬ 
lary Rodham Clinton, a 1995 
medal recipient and honorary' 
chair ul this year's medals pro¬ 
gram. "the awards ceremony 
highlights the issues that are 
crucial* for the • success and 
progress of any society—peace 
at home and abroad, education, 
and the environment. .These 
issues are vital if we are to 
make secure our children'll 
future in a world in which they 
can learn, grow and prosper.” 

Environmental activist 
Frances Stevens praises. Dr 
Dennis Murray .who has a "pro¬ 
found commitment to a just 
society, through education and 
community service" as .well as 
to Mrs Leah Rabin, wife of the 
late Prima Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, also received . awards 
with Quc'en Noor. Previous 
recipients of the Eleanor 
Roosevelt award include envi¬ 
ron mental and ecological acti¬ 
vist Robert F. Kennedy jr. and 
the creator of the classic chil¬ 
dren's show “Mr Rogers neigh¬ 
borhood" Fred Rogers. 

Permanent representative of 
Jordan at the I'N ambassador 
Hasan Abu Nimah. deputy per¬ 
manent representative of Jor¬ 
dan at the United Nations. 
HRH Prince Zeid Bin Ra’ad. 
senator Letia Shurai* and 
advisor In the quern Dr Lina 
Toukun attended the award cer- 
mony. ■ 


Wiiat’s going on at the Traffic Dept? 

if news reports arc lo 
be believed there is' 
something major happen¬ 
ing al the"Traffic Dept, in 
Marka. cast of Amman. 

JTV reported this week 
that as of 12 Oetober the 
department became fully 
computerized and as a 
result citizens can now 
complete licence renewal 
procedures in one day! 

This is quite an 
achievement by Jorda¬ 
nian .standards since The 
Star has repeatedly com¬ 
plained'about the notori¬ 
ety of the depanmem in 
facilitation a process ,, . 
which ill civilized coun- Muheideen 
tries is simple and quicl.. 

We are still sceptical. 

however, about the durability of the new system so long as 
the Traffic Dept, remains centralized. 

But relorm of the existing process reflects determination 
on the part of one man Public Security Directorate Gen. 
Nasouh Muhcidecn. whose achievements in his previous 
post as director of ihe Passpon Dept, are evident today. 

It is believed ihai thousands of Jordanians visit the Traf¬ 
fic Dept, everyday and what started as a one building opera¬ 
tion a couple of decades ago is today a colony of hastily- 
erected buildings here and there where, until 12 October 
that is. a simple and straightforward transfer of auto owner¬ 
ship process look two full working days to complete. 

We hope that the long and unnecessary queues that char- 
.ieicri/ed t normal working day ji Ihe Tralllc Dept, would 
now slowly disappear and with them the scenes of peddlers 
■■ellmg sandwiches and hot drinks from make-shift stalls set 
up in the middle of puhhc halls. 

Bye, Bye program! 

*■ We join :uigry deputies who have denounced the weekly 
TV satirical program Aldan Hukoma. in their demand .that 
the series be taken off the air and that the director of JTV 
publicly apologizes to the people's representatives. Wc see 
no point of allowing such a program that pokes fun at depu¬ 
ties and public officials from wasting our time when depu¬ 
ties and public officials make fools of themselves almost 
everyday without such help! 


Italian Film Week at RCC 


• Under the Patronage of HRH Princess Sarvath El Has- 
san, the Italian Embassy, in cooperation with the Minis¬ 
try of'Culture' will be organising the 11th “Italian Film 
Week,” between 22 till 28 October 1996 at the Royal Cul¬ 
tural Center. All proceeds from the tickets sales will go to 
die “Centre for Special Education" of the Young Muslim 
Women’s Association. 


Continued integration 
between Forte and Le 
Meridien 


AMMAN (Starj—Following the acquisition of the Le 
Meridien chain of hotels by JForte.twp years ago, the inte¬ 
gration between Le Meridien and Forte Grand Hotels in 
the Middle East continues. The most recent dev&opmeot 
is the fntrodnetion of the Le Meredien guest Loyalty pro¬ 
grams. Carte Plantation and Carte Noire. These gener¬ 
ous schemes both available at Forte.Grand Amman from 
October 1st offer frequent vis ■ 



Enjoy our new "Guest Class" 
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Change is in- the air. Saudia has 
upgraded its Economy Class to 
"Guest Class" with newly unproved 
reservations, ground and in-flight 
services, to make flying with ns 
more and more comfortable: 

All our passengers can now obtain 
their boarding passes 24 hours in 
advance, either 

/ yUEST 

VgJCLASS 

downtown or at the airport Families 
will be able to select their seats, 
ensuring they are seated together in 
the aircraft, for greater convenience. 

passengers travelling without 
luggage can go straight to a 
dedicated counter, at some of our 
airports, for easier aircraft boarding. 

On board our Internationa] 
flights, we have increased the 
choice of our award winning meals 
from two to three dishes and for the 
children, we now offer a special 
"children's meal" and an 
entertainment pack. 

So how about it? Be our "Guest". 

(J 

Saudi Arabian Airline^ 

Proud to serve You 


Reservation Tel. 639333/6 
Managment and Marketing 619500 














4 THE STAR 


uni oct ia uef - --^ 

LURIE'S 

We can’t draw conclusions until | 

| l we complete the whole puzzle! / 





Our Say 


Proxy war in Kurdistan 

THE RECENT flare-up in fighting between the two rival forces in Iraqi Kurdistan 
could develop into much more than a local civil war. The reversal of fortune for the 
forces of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, headed by Jala! Talabani, this week could 
not have come without the aid and support of Iran. Only few weeks ago Talabani's 
men were chased away from key Kurdish towns by members of the Kurdistan Dem¬ 
ocratic Party of Massoud Barzani. who were backed by tanks and firepower of the 
Iraqi army. 

Iraq's intervention then tipped the balance of power in favor of Barzani who was 
immediately summoned to meet US officials where he was convinced to terminate 
his surprise alliance with Baghdad. The Iraqis had long complained of Iran's inter¬ 
ference in the Kurdish areas of northern Iraq and there are no reasons to doubt that 
this latest round of fighting bears the mark of foreign intervention. 

But just as Talabani‘s men were able to regain almost overnight most of what they 
lost few weeks ago, it would be safe to conclude that the feuding between Iraq’s 
main Kurdish factions is far from over. Caught in the line of fire are thousands of in¬ 
nocent civilians who appear to be the only \ictims in this bloody saga. 

Baizani, on the other hand, is finding himself in an unenviable position. Having 
responded to Washington’s overtures to dump his alliance with Baghdad he 
shouldn’t waste his time waiting for the US marines to rush to his help, fit fact, the 
US position on Iraq is so confused that it is difficult to predict who is colluding with 
whom in northern Iraq at the moment. 

Talabani cannot expect to count on Iranian help for long. Baghdad will try to un¬ 
dermine Iran’s plans in the north, but will be weary of another US reprisal just when 
the oil-for-food talks are getting somewhere. Turkey, on the other hand, will revive 
its own plans for the north of Iraq now that the Baghdad government has again lost 
its influence there. The US no doubt will try to make some gains out of a very fluid 
situation. 

What the whole thing is turning to is a proxy war where regional powers fight 
each other using one or more of the local Kurdish militias. Previous attempts to 
bring these factions to the negotiation table had failed and there is a good reason for 
that." 

The problem of the Iraqi Kurds is indivisible from the Iraqi crisis as a whole. It 
would be futile to try to impose a solution without involving the central government 
in Baghdad. That’s one good reason why political dialogue with the Iraqi govern¬ 
ment should be reinstated. It’s been tried in Bosnia, Palestine, South Africa. North 
Korea and Northern Ireland among others. Tlie results are mixed, but dialogue is the 
only alternative to fighting. 

Iraq's Kurds have suffered at the hands of everybody, from the government in 
Baghdad to the Iranians. Turks and even the United States, which is accused of de¬ 
serting them. To even begin to solve this complicated problem, all parties involved 
must be invited to talk. Rehabilitating Iraq is a step forward.* 


Letters to the Editor 


Women should be protected 


To The Editor, 

I have been reading your paper since it 
has been posted on the internet. 

I would like to thank you for your accura¬ 
cy and fairness in reporting the news. Manat 
Omar’s report on “Violence Against Wom¬ 
en, myth or reality,” (The 
Star , 10 October, 1996} ^ 

have attracted my atten- £ fig 8*2° 
tion. 

It is about time to ad- ’-/O' 
dress the woman and child .J L mmm 
abase in our community’. It Jonter 

is about time to make the 
public aware that a woman jBEE* y ' 
is not a second class human ;JI 
being and has no feelings. 'fmorm 

The public should re¬ 
spond with anger whenever 
they hear about women abuse. There should 
be some kind of associations to protect the 
rights of women rights. 

1 know Islamic teachings are great, but 
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Clinton, novice 
turned veteran 


By Carrie Nelle Moye 

Star US coresspondeni 

BY ALL written credentials George Bush 
should have been re-elected president in 
1992. He was a statesman with vast experi¬ 
ence including having been Reagan's Vice 
President and having served as the Direc- 
| tor of the CIA. He had fought for his coun- 
i try during World War II. had been a senior 
‘ politician for many years, had big money 
behind him. and for many months follow¬ 
ing the Gulf War "victory." had been 
looked upon as a most admirable hero, 
with the greatest of accolades. 

Yet the American citizens wanted new 
blood: they longed for a change. Thus they 
elected a virtual political novice. Bill Clin¬ 
ton. Yes. he had been 
governor of Arkansas. r— 
but he was untested na- LURIE'S 
tionally and most certain- g ^- ^ 
ly a beginner in interna- 
lional diplomacy and 
leadership. The first two 
years of Clinton's presi- i 
dency were spent almost 
as an apprenticeship. But I 

he matured decidedly and ■ 

molded into his job. He 
has developed into an in- E|=^ 
temationai statesman de- 
spite occasional setbacks. . pg 

Now for the sake of I ^ 

the United States it is I -.. 

only prudent that Clinton ^ J 

be reelected so that he 
can apply the experience. j 

maturity, wisdom, con- ^ 

neciions. and insight ac- yc~ 

cumulated over the past JL fV 

four years. He must be $-#5 

given the chance to pass 
and implement the vari- ftesP&ap ’’ 

ous programs he has es- 
poused. Nationally, it is 
essential that he accom- 
plish his plans for the up- 
grading of the public 
schools. No matter how j ». 

well he handles medical 
issues, care for the elder- 
ly. street crime and the 
multitude of problems 
with which we deal daily, " 

education is the final an- 
swer. One of the most L - 

meaningful slogans ;|v, 

around Lhese day is. “If Kli’' *' ■" 
you think education is ex- 
pensive, try ignorance." "* ■ 

Internationally, Clin¬ 
ton must declare his inde- • 


pendence from traditional US biased deal¬ 
ings with nations and ethnic groups and de¬ 
mand the same standards we (by law) de¬ 
mand of our own citizenry. If elected for a 
second term, he no longer has to worry 
about his place in history from the number 
of terms served standpoint. Rather, he will 
be measured by Lhe leadership he does or 
does not exercise, and the fairness with 
which he uses his vast powers for human¬ 
kind. not just Americans. 

(For those who continue to denigrate the 
United Nations. 4 as did Dole repeatedly in 
the 6 October debate, one must recognize, 
appreciate and admit that the United States 
has long since passed the point where we 
can practice isolationism. We either partici¬ 
pate and guide the world or we stand alone 


RLD 


unfortunately tbe people do not apply them 
in their lives. I passed through very bad ex¬ 
perience in Jordan when 1 witnessed the 
abuse and the humiliation of a very close 
woman to me, but at the time I was not able 
to help. 

I cannot hide my frustration from the bad 
condition that women live 
in. I urge the educated 
■Bb M women in Jordan to work 

k H ZS B r hard on the issue of wom- 

' VwM en abuse and try to help 
the oppressed women in 
vtttkM, e co nomi c my country, 
ri moldy Thank you Manal again 

/' for your report and I hope 

} J ^ vou write about this vital 

dmrefj £f<h*r issue again. 


Omer Mughied 
PhD student. University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, USA 
E-Mail: mughieda@coewLcen.uiuc.edu 
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The vulture's return 


arrogantly, and be ignored, ridiculed, and 
even despised for not providing the leader¬ 
ship in the world community, through the 
world community versus being the neigh¬ 
borhood bully shouting commands.) 

If in 1992 Americans elected in Clinton 
the choice/voice of the future, it would be 
difficult to imagine that four years later 
they would choose a representative of the 
past. Dole's policies, governmental philos¬ 
ophy. and ideology combine as a resurge 
of the 1950s and''60s: isolationism. Cold 
War rhetoric, and reactionary measures. Is 
this what Americans want as a leader to 
guide them into the list century? 

For some, graves are holier than human 
life. For some, nostalgia for the past blurs 
the vision of the future. The United States 
cannot afford but to look 
ahead if it wants to contin- 
tb5c<:« ue to lead the world to- 
ward global peace, human 

B brother/sisierhood. pros¬ 
perity. regard for human 
_ _ rights and equality among 

If Dole were elected, 
jggs we would be back to 
Square One. We would be 
re-living, nor living. We 
'TV would retain our leader- 

^ ship by force only, devoid 
of respect for other peo¬ 
ples. other nations. Yes. 
aH we could remain the Num- 
ber One world leader, but 
at what cost, both physi- 
cally and psychologically, 
edfcjbi Gradually the era of 'The 

Ugly American’’ is being 
(ffilL* replaced by that of "The 

Respected American.” But 
h this will be lost if we 

J? A choose to look backward 

' rj rather than forward. 

. Build on the myriad ex- 

periences of the past? Yes. 
But we must live in the 
IgOliSg; rj-Ji present with an eye to the 
future—our country 

should reflect the same 
^ ■ • ideology as do we as indi- 

viduals. Bob Dole is an 
honored American who 
has given much to this na- 
tion. But his hindsight, not 
. his foresight, is his guide. 

'£“*****■■ must be a part of the 

«»nvc_^ future with Clinton, not re¬ 

main in the past with 
■ Dole. ■ 
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The Islamic reality 
in Jerusalem 


By Ibrahim Hooper 

The following editorial was 
written in response to a Sep¬ 
tember 29 Washington Post 
article by Morton A. Klein, 
national president of the Zi¬ 
onist Organization of Ameri¬ 
ca. 

Morion Klein's editorial at¬ 
tack on Muslim rights in Jeru¬ 
salem ["The PLO's War 
Against Jewish History." 
Washington Post. 29 Septem¬ 
ber) read like a Sarajevo tour¬ 
ist brochure written by Radko 
Mladic. In his article. Mr 
Klein attempted to disprove an 
Islamic connection to Jerusa¬ 
lem and to brush aside the 
Muslim claim that the opening 
of the A1 Aqsa tunnel was de v 
signed to create Jewish fact! 
on the ground in a city holy to 
three faiths. He failed misera¬ 
bly on both counts. 

Mr Klein said, “The Tunnel 
does not run under, or even ad¬ 
jacent to. any mosque or other 
Muslim site in Jerusalem.” 

Facts: According a news re¬ 
lease from the human rights 
group Al Haq. "Most of the 
buildings lying above die 
Western Wall tunnel belong to 
the Islamic Waqf (trust). These 
properties include a number of 
Mamluk buildings of great his¬ 
torical. architectural and relig¬ 
ious importance, including the 
Madrasa (religious school) Al 
Manjakiyya, the Madrasa Al 
Uthmaniyya. the Ribat Kurd, 
and the Madrasa Al Jawha- 
riyya." 

Al Haq also said the tunnel 
entrance opens beneath the 
steps of the Al Umariyya 
School. These facts do not 
even lake into account the ba¬ 
ste truth that Muslims regard 
the entire Haram Al Sharif 
(“noble sanctuary"), contain¬ 
ing as it does the Dome of the 
Rock and Al Aqsa Mosque, as 

sacred. The whole area is 
threatened by this and other as 
yet unopened tunnels and 
chambers. Why else would 
Jewish extremists who wish to 
destroy the Muslim holy sites 
be celebrating so openly? 

He said Palestinians spread 
"lies that the Jerusalem tunnel 
somehow threatens Muslim 
sites in the city." Now what 
could possibly lead Muslims 


to that conclusion? Could it be 
the Israeli Airlines advertise¬ 
ment showing the Dome of the 
Rock and Al Aqsa Mosque re¬ 
placed with a new Jewish 
Temple? Could it be reports as 
early as 1989 that Talmudic 
schools located near the West¬ 
ern Wall were leaching stu¬ 
dents the details of Temple 
service and animal sacrifice? 
(Time Magazine. 16 October. 
1989). Could it be the damage 
done to Muslim buildings by 
previous diggings, the 1969 ar¬ 
son attack on AI Aqsa 
Mosque, the foiled attempt to 
blow up the Dome of the 
Rock, or the shooting deaths 
of 17 Palestinians who chal¬ 
lenged Jewish extremists when 
they sought to lay a Temple 
"cornerstone" at the holy 
sites? 

These were not isolated inci¬ 
dents or occurrences. Each one 
is the result of an ideology, 
which Mr Klein seems to 
share, that seeks to erase all 
traces of faiths other than Ju¬ 
daism from Jerusalem. In the 
last few months alone, occupa¬ 
tion authorities have demol¬ 
ished Palestinian buildings, or¬ 
dered the expansion of Jewish- 
only settlements on occupied 
lands and prevented the free 
transit of workers and essential 
supplies. Muslim and Chris¬ 
tian Palestinians are routinely 
barred by Israel from religious 
sites in Jerusalem. The Chris¬ 
tian population' of Jerusalem 
drops daily. 

Mr Klein wrote: "This fthe 
tunnel’s archeological evi¬ 
dence) shatters the Arab prop¬ 
aganda claim that historically. 
Jerusalem has been an Arab 
city." His dismissal of Islamic 
rights is accompanied by a 
number of other statements 
supporting the Muslim claim 
that the allegedly innocently- 
opened tunnel is really a tool 
to be used in creating a city in 
which only one faith is accom¬ 
modated. Mr Klein refers to 
the tunnel providing ‘“vivid 
testimony to the 3.000-plus 
years of Jewish history in Jeru¬ 
salem.” He says people will 
see "the physical evidence of 
thousands of years of the Jew¬ 
ish connection to Jerusa¬ 
lem...testifying to the long 
Jewish presence...evidence of 


Jerusalem's deep Jewish 
roots." Such claims ignore not 
only the Muslim presence, but 
that of the Amorites. Hyksos, 
Canaan ices, Egyptians. Philis¬ 
tines. Romans. Assyrians, 
Babylonians, Persians. Byzan¬ 
tines. Crusaders, and all other 
peoples who lived, before and 
after the arrival of Hebrew 
tribes, in that same land 
throughout the millennia. 

Only someone dedicated to 
an exciusivist vision of history 
could so easily refer to the 
"the centuries of Muslim oc¬ 
cupation of the city." Would 
Mr Klein have us believe the 
millions of Muslim and Chris¬ 
tian inhabitants over the centu¬ 
ries were merely squatters 
waiting until the rightful Jew¬ 
ish owners returned? Does Mr 
Klein believe Christianity has 
a similarly temporary presence 
in Jerusalem? 

Another allegation states 
that the recent carnage result¬ 
ed from incitement of Pales¬ 
tinian "mobs.” But according 
to the Reuters (9/30): “Israeli 
soldiers in the Gaza Strip were 
quoted as saying indiscrimi¬ 
nate shooting by Jewish set¬ 
tlers and Israeli soldiers ignit¬ 
ed the bloodiest day of clashes 
in the .strip.” The article went 
on to describe settlers stop¬ 
ping Palestinian cars at road¬ 
blocks and beating the occu¬ 
pants. 

Mr Klein's most ludicrous 
allegation is also the most eas¬ 
ily refuted. He wrote. "Jerusa¬ 
lem is not mentioned even 
once in the Koran..." First of 
all. the Muslim attachment to 
Jerusalem does not begin wuh 
the Prophet Muhammad, it be¬ 
gins with the Prophets Abra¬ 
ham, David. Solomon and Je¬ 
sus, who are also Prophets in 
Islam. 

Second. Jerusalem is men¬ 
tioned in the Quran. Islam’s 
revealed text, and in Islamic 
traditions. One of these hadith 
(deeds and utterances of the 
Prophet Muhammad recorded 
by his companions) states that 
prayers in Al-Aqsa Mosque 
are multiplied 500 times. An¬ 
other companion reported: 
“Once I asked Prophet Mu¬ 
hammad what was the first 
mosque established on earth; 
he said Al Masjid Al Haram 


(in Mecca). Then I asked him; 
Then which mosque? He re¬ 
plied: Al Masjid Al Aqsa..." 

Perhaps Mr Klein looked up 
"Jerusalem" in an Arabic dic¬ 
tionary and failed to find a list¬ 
ing. That is because, as Mr 
Klein must know. Arabic 
speakers call Jerusalem "Al 
Quds" (‘The Holy”) and the 
Quran refers to Jerusalem by 
its Islamic centerpiece. Al 
Aqsa Mosque. Chapter 17, 
verse I, of the Quran states: 
"Glorified be He (God) who 
took his servant (Muhammad) 
for a journey by night from al- 
Masjid Al Haram (in Mecca) 
to Al Masjid Al Aqsa (in Jeru¬ 
salem). whose precincts we 
have blessed..." The night 
journey referred to in this 
verse is that of the Prophet 
Muhammad from Mecca to Je¬ 
rusalem. and from the rock 
now located in the Dome of 
the Rock, to heaven. This 
event, known as “Al Isra wa 
Al Miraj,” is marked each year 
by millions of Muslims world¬ 
wide. 

Mr Klein also did not tell 
his readers that Jerusalem was 
Islam's first "Qibla." or direc¬ 
tion to which Muslims turned 
in prayer, or that the very 
walls of the Old City, of which 
the Israeli tourist board is so 
proud, were built by Muslims. 
He also fails to mention the 
fact that throughout centuries 
of Islamic rule, the holy sites 
of Judaism and Christianity 
were never permanently al¬ 
tered. 

In fact, Muslims are proud 
of the story of the Caliph 
Umar who received the keys to 
Jerusalem from the patriarch 
Sophronius in the 7th century. 
When the Caliph was asked to 
pray in a Jerusalem church, he 
refused saying he did not want 
to provide a pretext for Mus¬ 
lims to appropriate a Christian 
holy site. If only today’s rul¬ 
ers, and Islamophobic pundits, 
were so wise. ■ 

Ibrahim Hooper is nation¬ 
al communications director 
for the Council on Ameri¬ 
can-Islamic Relations 
CCAER), a Washington-based 
Islamic advocacy group. 


Piecing the 
peace 

ONE FEELS that people 
must be reminded that Jor¬ 
dan signed the peace trea¬ 
ty with the state of Israel 
rather than with its execu¬ 
tive branch of that state. 

When Jordan stood for 
giving the benefit of the 
. doubt to the elected Israeli 
government led by Mr Ne¬ 
tanyahu. it was not giving 
preference to a particular 
political party in Israel, 
nor to specific political 
personality. 

The elections of the Ke- 
nesset, and the direct elec¬ 
tion of the Israeli prime 
minister, are an Israeli af¬ 
fair. Honouring interna¬ 
tional agreements is not 
the responsibility of the 
left or right of Israeli poli¬ 
tics, but rather the respon¬ 
sibility of the executive 
branch empowered to hon¬ 
our such agreements. 

There are always main 
constants in the interpreta¬ 
tion of agreements, espe¬ 
cially those that are signed 
between the PNA and Is¬ 
rael. And there are also 
variables that can be al¬ 
tered according to the mu¬ 
tual benefit, and according 
to the consent of both par¬ 
ties. But it is most impor¬ 
tant to distinguish be¬ 
tween lhe two. and not to 
advance one at the ex¬ 
pense of the other. The Is¬ 
raeli withdrawal from 
Hebron, the final status 
negotiations, the future of 
Jerusalem, and the ques¬ 
tion of the Holy Sites, are 
unalterable clauses in an 
agreement that stands be¬ 
tween peace and war. 

If the Israeli govern¬ 
ment expects to play on 
the assumed differences in 
the Arab position, then 
they would be under a 
bigger illusion than the 
signs would show. There 
is not one Arab position 
different to the other when 
it comes to the peace 
signed- between the PNA 
and Israel. Indeed, the im¬ 
plementation of the agree¬ 
ments is the desire of the 
international community. 

Mr Netanyahu has to re¬ 
alize that pushing things 
to the brink will only 
cause them to overspill 
into a situation that will 
cause death and destruc¬ 
tion in the whole area. 

The way Mr Netanyahu 
wishes to deal with his co¬ 
alition partners is his own 
business, but at the same 
time, he cannot be all 
things to all people, espe¬ 
cially when attempting to 
reconcile the irreconcil¬ 
able. 

The meaning of peace 
that the Israeli prime min¬ 
ister wishes to emphasize 
is still lacking in clarity to 
almost al! the Israelis, let 
alone the Arab world. The 
Palestinians are being 
asked not to loose hope, ! 
yet. all what they see are ; 
more obstacles in the way 
of peace. 

The Jordanians have 
been promised that the im¬ 
plementation of the peace 
agreements are on track, 
while on the ground, noth¬ 
ing was changing. One 
wonders, how would Mr 
Netanyahu have reacted if 
his counterparts in the 
Arab world presented him 
with governments com¬ 
posed of all the anti-peace 
groups, and informed him 
that they will be the par¬ 
ties negotiating for the 
achievement of a compre¬ 
hensive peace agreement 
in the region? 

The answer in this case 
is really academic, but. 
this is really the image re¬ 
flected on the streets of 
Arab capitals regarding 
the Israeli government, 
and this image is not like¬ 
ly to be altered easily until 
there is progress on tbe 
core issues that effect the 
emotions of the Arab peo¬ 
ple. 

The question of security 
is certainly a legitimate 
concern for any prime 
minister that governs Is¬ 
rael. But definitely not in 
the reductionist manner 
that Mr Netanyahu keeps 
stressing. Security is not 
tied down to numbers of 
military personnel, buffer 
zones, and types of weap¬ 
onry, but rather to the 
whole issue of socio¬ 
economic development 
and inter-faith coexis¬ 
tence. If the Israeli gov¬ 
ernment keeps ignoring 
the realities of die mean¬ 
ing of peace, then the man 
in the streets, in Tel Aviv 
and in Arab capitals will 
have notiiing to look for¬ 
ward to. ■ 
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Business 

scene 


■ The Jordanian Expon 

Devetopmem and Com- 
merciaf Centers Ct»rp 
will organize the first fair 
of Jordanian products in 
Ramailah. between 6-11 
November. The fair will 
be Opened by Mr A!i 
Abu Al Raghib, minister 
of industry and com¬ 
merce. representatives of 
the Chamber of Com¬ 
merce and Industry and 
other Jordanian 

industrialists. 

If Israeli trade obsta¬ 
cles to the self-rule areas 
are removed. Jordanian 
industrialists can have 
access to a big Palestin¬ 
ian market, products that 
would compete with 
Israeli products. 

M The shares of some 
companies in this coun¬ 
try are to be quoted on 
international stock mar¬ 
kets such as those of 
Paris. London and New 
York. However, this is 
still in the initial stage 
and companies are still in 
the process of 
consultation. 

■ International Com¬ 
pany for Medical Invest¬ 
ments tlCMI) signed 
contracts worth $250,000 
related to purchasing 
modernized medical 
equipment and supplies 
for local hospitals, it will 
sign contracts up to 
5500,000 for the same 
purpose soon. The com¬ 
pany was established this 
year to promote the med¬ 
ical equipments of Swed¬ 
ish. American, German 
and British companies in 
Jordan. The company is 
promoting the “Gemma 
Knife'* which is the latest 
technological develop¬ 
ment in the field of brain 
surgery. The ICMPs 
budget until lost June 
was JO 5.2 million and 
its fixed assets arc esti¬ 
mated at JD 3.4 million. 

■ A loan agreement is to 
be concluded between 
Japan and Jordan. Japan 
is to provide the Antiqui¬ 
ties Dept., a donation of 
$500,000. This will 
finance the purchase of 
equipment to provide 
maintenance and restora¬ 
tion of archaeological 
sites in Jordan. 

■ Up till last June a total 
of 37,000 “hot cheques” 
at a value of JD 44.5 mil¬ 
lion were issued. This is 
a rise of 20*S> over the 
same period last year. 
Sources at the Central 
Bank say that “hot 
cheques increased by 14 
percent since the begin¬ 
ning of the year. 


PM stresses importance of 
industry to the economy 


AMMAN (Stan—The indus¬ 
trial sector and industrial 
exports are now on top of the 
government's agenda. The 
Prime Minister. “ Mr Abdel 
Karim Al Kabariti is anxious 
to stress these two points. 

Speaking al the Chamber oi 
Industry, he said that there 
should be u dialogue based on 
openness between the indus¬ 
trial and business sectors jnd 
the government Talking to 
businessmen from the Federa¬ 
tion of Chambers oi Com¬ 
merce. and the Businessmen 
Organization, he said ihe real 
solution to face the challenges 
ot the critical economic situa¬ 
tion lies within the responsi¬ 
bility of the pnsasc sector 

The gown/neni cannot pro¬ 
vide a solution for poverty and 
unemployment. The role of 
the private sector emerges in 
this case, he added. 

The Prime Minister called 
on the Chamber ot Industry to 
hold a seminar to discuss the 
implementation of the sales 
lax law on industrial raw 
materials. 

Mr Kabariti called on the 
chamber to submit ideas 
related on the exemption of 
raw materials from the sales 
tax. 

The government would he 
obliged to implement ihc rec¬ 
ommendations iif tht* seminar 
Mr Kabariti stressed. 

He also called mi industrial¬ 
ists to forward ideas on 
exports to the government. 
The cabinet would then take 
those into account. Bur the 
idea should aim to cut bureau¬ 
cratic red tape. 

Investments should be 


Al Kabariti 


encouraged espe¬ 
cially in the fields 

that do not mostly 
depend on energy, 
electricity arid 
water. because 
such resources are 

limited. The gov¬ 
ernment’s main 
goal is to create a 
sound investment 
climate. 

Mr Kabariti 
encouraged Jorda¬ 
nian industrialists 
to adhere to the 
ISO 9000 which is 
the par interna¬ 
tional standard for 
quality products. 

Speaking on 
privatization. Mr 
Kabariti assured 
that the govern¬ 
ment won't allow 
any individuals to 
monopolize such 
projects. 

The government aims to 
expand the national participa¬ 
tion in enterprises that arc 
being privatized. Mr Kuharili 
said. He pointed out (hat the 
funds provided by privatiza¬ 
tion will have a great effect on 
investment. 

These funds will also 
improve the status of the 

employees and pan of them 
will he allocated to the 
treasury. 

Jordan is keen to strengthen 
its economic lies with Iraq and 

promote its products in the 

Iraqi market. The Jordan-lruq 
protocol for 1997 will be 

signed .soon. 

The government, Mr Kaha- 
riii stressed, shows no objec¬ 
tion to anv industrialist who 



gets the United Nations 
approval to either expon or 
import products from or to 
Iraq. 

Mr Khaldoun Abu Hassan. 
the head of the Chamber of 
Commerce, reiterated the 
industrial point of view to Mr 
Kabariti. He said iliere must 
be the “activation" of the 
industrial sector, (he promo¬ 
tion of exports and greater 
competitiveness. 

He said the government is 
to be appreciated because of 
its encouraging measures. 
These have helped to create 
new job opportunities, 
increase exports and reduce 
the balance of payment deficit. 

"About 22 percent of the 
Gross Domestic Product 
tGDPj comes from industry' 
ami more than 150.000 work¬ 


ers are employed in 21 .Out) 
corporations," Ahu Hassan 
maintained. 

The industrial sector 
accounts for 90 percent of Jor¬ 
danian ex pons to more than 
10U countries. 

As j result of international 
economic developments and 
changes. Jordan is going 
through a new era. an environ¬ 
ment which ts characterized by- 
high competition. All coun¬ 
tries who are planning for eco¬ 
nomic development and fol¬ 
lowing structural programs, 
are in a race to establish free 
trade zones and cut customs 
tariffs 

“Jordanian industry is ready 
to cope with this new reality 
by enhancing the standard of 
its performance, quality and 
productivity. Mr Abu Hassan 
said. 

Industrial companies are 
doing their best to cut expendi¬ 
ture in order u> compete on the 
local and external markets 

The current and future 
stages require utmost coopera¬ 
tion between the government 
and all institutions of the puh- 
lic and private sectors to 
improve their quality and 
performance 

Ahu Hussjn pointed that the 
government must ha\e j role 
in remoiing all obstacles fac¬ 
ing the economy. These 
include the adjustment of leg¬ 
islations that are related to 
companies law. customs, the 
Amman Financial Market and 
measures on Islamic Banks. 
The exemption of the sales tax 
on all rnw materials for indus¬ 
trial use must also be 
reviewed. 


There should be complete 
co-ordination between the 
public and private sector in the 
field of negotiations related 
either to Arab bilateral agree¬ 
ments. the European Associa¬ 
tion Agreement and the agree¬ 
ment of the World Trade 
Organization. Abu Hassan 
maintained. 

Dr Talib AI Rifai. the direc¬ 
tor of the Investment Encour¬ 
agement Carp. *IECi said that 
over the last two years. Jordan 
was able io reach the standard 
of worldwide competitiveness. 
We were able to create an 
attractive investment climate 
through dominating our 
national economic perfor¬ 
mance. he said. 

The private sector was able 
to play a role in the develop¬ 
ment process. 

He said "in Jordan, we an? 
ready to meet the needs of the 
foreign investor and provide 
him with our best service, in a 
way that does not contradict 
with our welfare anj safety. 

The 1EC has already pre¬ 
pared a list of 13 projects to 
be discussed at the Cairo Sum¬ 
mit next November. Talking 
about ihc progress of the Jor¬ 
danian projects submitted to 
Amman Economic Summit in 
1995. Dr Al Rifai said that it 
is premature and unjust to 
assess these projects after only 
one year. They are big pro¬ 
jects and need quite a while 
he fore they can be judged. 

Some projects have already 
made advanced steps and oth¬ 
ers are still being studied by 
global consulting companies. 
Dr AI Rifai added. ■ 


Business Chronicle 


The mood of uncertainty prevails 
in AFM 

FOR THE third consecutive wieek. share prices on the 
Amman Financial Market maintained a downward (rend. 

In less than a month, the share index fell by more than 
five points. After hitting the 150-points psychological bar¬ 
rier to register 152 points last month ithe highest since 
April}, the official indicator tumbled again to 147 points. 

Such a noticeable drop is attributed by aFM brokers to 
the mood of uncertainty and pessimism that prevailed after 
the recent flare-up on the Palestinian territories because of 
Israeli aggressive measures to open the tunnel under Al 
Aqsa mosque. 

The unannounced failure of the last Washington summit 
together with the lack of development in the peace agree¬ 
ment between Jordanians, Palestinians and the Israelis, 
contributed to the feelings of uncertainly on the IFM. deal¬ 
ers believe. 

However, other financial analysts arc not so clear and 
argue that the reason for the fall is internal and docs not 
hjve an external angle. They say iIjji there is renewed 
enthusiasm for the governments measures to activate the 
climate lor investments and to attract foreign investors 
under the new- securities law that is to he applied soon. 

This would mean that the .AFM would be run completely 
by the private sector jnd the government's role would only 
be supervisory. 

According to this line of thinking, the market could be 
expected to fall further in the immediate shorl-term. But 
there would be no reason to panic, as these dealers arc 
looking at a long-term upward trend. What is happening 
now is paving the ground for a more fruitful financial envi¬ 
ronment that needs lime to take root. In this instance, a fall 
in the market would not be representative of the real eco¬ 
nomic and financial climate in the country. 

This kind of thinking is jII very well. The problem is 
that this scenario, taken by itself, creates panic on the mar¬ 
ket and can be a source of instability It is not healthy 
because capital tends to be "shy" and unwilling to take 
risks. 

Furthermore, this situation is accentuated by ihe high 
interest rates and the "mopping" up operations carried out 
by the Central Bank. All these do affect, and what is 
required is a prudent policy that takes into account fiscal 
instruments and "fine turning” of the economy. "Mopping 
up" is rather a harsh way for dealing with a delicate situa¬ 
tion. ■ 


EU, Jordan sign 
agreement for ECU 
100 million structural 
adjustment support 
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AMMAN—The European 

Union (EUj and Jordan signed 
the official agreement for the 
provision of ECU 100 million 
in support of lhe Kingdom's 
ongoing structural adjustment 
program. The support aims at 
alleviating the external and fis¬ 
cal pressures on the Jordanian 
economy and reducing the 
social ’ cost of reforms. 
Moreover, it under¬ 
scores the EU's 
commitment to 
Jordan's key 
role in the 
peace process 
and to the 
success of 
the ambitious 
objectives of 
its new- eco¬ 
nomic reform 
program for 
1996-1998. The 
grant will in particu¬ 
lar assist in the imple¬ 
mentation of these reforms, 
which the agreement states arc 
critical to ensure (he smooth 
operation of a free-trade area 
between Jordan and the EU. 

Steps towards trade liberali¬ 
zation. privatization and 
design of a modem tax system 
are pan of the new reforms 
necessary to ensure that Jordan 
benefits from unprcceucnial 
opportunities offered by the 
peace process and accession to 
the WTO. 

The official agreement sum¬ 
marizes the specific objectives 
of the EU support as i) provi¬ 
sion of budgetary support, iij 
enhancement of structural 
reforms, and iii) easing of 
social reforms and improve¬ 
ment of the social safety nci. 

The EU torsees that, by alle¬ 



viating Lhe balance of pay¬ 
ments constraints, the .present 
grant will also-assist Jordan in 
achieving higher growth rates.. 
which according to the EU is 
the most efficient means to 
reduce unemployment and 
poverty. 

The funds will be released 
in two tranches, with the first 
ECU 50 million to be dis¬ 
bursed during the 
coming weeks. 
The second 
tranche of 
ECU 40 mil¬ 
lion will be 
disbursed 
after a 
review mis¬ 
sion has 
assessed 
progress 
made in the 
new reform pro¬ 
gram. The mission 
is expected around mid- 
November. 

The entire package comes 
from the European Commis¬ 
sion's MED A Program, an aid 
instrument adopted in July 
1996 and based on (he princi¬ 
ples of the Barcelona Declara¬ 
tion of November 1995 to 
launch a Euro-Mcdiicrrancan 
partnership and reinforce EU 
financial and technical support 
for its Mediterranean partners. 

The agreement was signed 
on behalf of the Jordanian 
Government by Minister or 
Planning Dr Rima KhaJaf and 
by Head of the European Com¬ 
mission Delegation in Amman 
Mr Yves Gazzo. It follows the 
11 September 1996 signature 
in Amman of an Aide 
Mcmoirc on Structural Adjust¬ 
ment Support. ■ 


Studies by ESCWA 

The International Day for the 
Eradication of Poverty 


ON THE occasion of the Inter¬ 
national Day for the Eradica¬ 
tion of Poverty, the Economic 
and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWa; held a 
press conference to launch a 
series of studies on poverty in 
the ESCWA region at ESCWA 
headquarters. 

The press conference was 
chaired by the ESCWA Execu¬ 
tive Secretary Dr Hazem El- 
Bablawi, who presented the 
main results and recommenda¬ 
tions of the new ESCWA study 
Poverty in Western Asia: A 
Social Perspective. Dr Beblawi 
was joined by the Chief of 
ESCWA’s Human Develop¬ 
ment Section Dr George 
Kossaifi. 

Observed globally on 17 
October, the international Day 
for (he Eradication of Poverty 
aims to promote public aware¬ 
ness of the need to eradicate 
poverty and destituion in all 
countries particularly in devel¬ 
oping countries. 

The UN General Assembly 
has made poverty eradication 
one of its priority objectives for 
the 1990s. UN Secretary- 
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali 
states that "extreme poverty 
offends the most basic values 
of the Charter of the United 
Nations, it is inadmissible that 
at this point in time. 1.3 billion 
people are living in absolute 
poverty.” 

TCe decision to designate the 
International Day was taken by 
the General Assembly in its 
resolution 47/196 of 22 Decem¬ 
ber 1992. Since 1993, the Day 
has been observed through a 
variety of activities in many 
countries 

This year's commemoration 


offers the world community i* 
an opportunity to raise aware¬ 
ness of the conditions and 
causes of poverty. It is also an 
occasion to reaffirm the global 
commitment to eradicate pov¬ 
erty made by heads of states at 
the World Summit for Social 
Development in Copenhagen 
that was held in March 1995. 

ESCWA has addressed the 
issue of poverty eradication 
through its multi-disciplinary 
activities, with contributions 
form all sections in its Social 
Development issues and Poli¬ 
cies Division and its Economic 
Development issues and Poli¬ 
cies Division. 

Work undertaken or in 
progress on “Poverty Eradica¬ 
tion" by ESCWA include: 

■ "Poverty in the Arab 
World", (A/ -Faijir fil Atom 
At'Arahi), a study submitted as 
a background document to the 
Expert' Group Preparatory 
Meeting on "Preparations lor 
the World Summit for Social 
Development." Published 1994 
t English!. 

■ .4 Conceptual anJ 
Methodological Framework for 
Poverty Alleviation in the 
ESCWA Region, a report outlin¬ 
ing the basics of the concept of 
poverty and its measurement 
and determination. Published 
1993 (English). 

■ "Women and Poverty in 
the ESCWA Region.” a back¬ 
ground paper prepared and sub¬ 
mitted to the ESCWA Regional 
Preparatoy Meeting for the 
International Women's Confer¬ 
ence in Beijing, published 1994 
(English). 

■ “Poverty in Lebanon” t Al 
Faqir ft Lubrum). A poverty 
profile of the extent and dimen¬ 


sion of poverty in Lebanon, 
Published June 1995 (Arabic!. 

■ "A Study on Poverty in 
Iraq. Before and After the Gulf 
War.” tDirasah "an AI-Faqir 
Jil Iraq. Qabl was Bad Harb 
al-Khaleef). A poverty profile 
of the extent and dimensions of 
poverty in Iraq comparing con¬ 
ditions prevailing before and 
after the Gulf War. Under 
priming t Arabic). 

■ “Measurement of Poverty 
in the ESCWA Region.” 
(Qiyas Al-Faqr fi buwal 
Charbi Assia). Poverty indica¬ 
tors (income expenditure and 
nutritional requirements spend¬ 
ing) were identified, data cri¬ 
tiqued and analyzed, and a 
region-specific model for pov¬ 
erty measurement was formu¬ 
lated. Accurate estimates for 
poverty lines and extent for the 
different ESCWa region coun¬ 
tries are the expected outcome, 
published January 1996 
(Arabic). 

■ Problems of Social Inte¬ 
gration in Post-War Lebanon 
Under Adjustment Polices. 
This is an overview of prevail¬ 
ing social conditions and 
changes in post-war Lebanon 
with'particular reference to the 
government's adoption of 
structural adjustment measures. 
Under priming i Arabic). 

■ The Situation of Disabled 
Women, their Marginalization 
and Measures for Social inte¬ 
gration in the ESCWA 
Region," published 1995. The 
paper argues as its main prem¬ 
ise that poverty is the primary 
cause of disability in the region 
with its implications for and 
casual effect on factors such as 
nutrition, education, access to 
services and treatment, and 


access to information 
(English). 

■ "Poverty and impoverish¬ 
ment Under Structural Adjust¬ 
ment." The paper argues that 
the adoption by Egypt of Struc¬ 
tural Adjustment Policies have 
led to further impoverishment 
of the poor sectors of society at 
different levels. A separate sec¬ 
tion of the paper argues Lhat 
impoverishment in Egypt has 
also had a cultural dimension, 
with deterioration in almost all 
aspects of Egyptian cultural 
life, especially for the poor. 
Under priming (Arabic). 

■ Poverty in Western Asia: 
A Social Perspective. A 
regional profile of the situation 
and prevalence of poverty in 
the region, including incidence 
and characteristics as well as 
actual work being undertaken 
in terms of poverty alleviation. 
Special emphasise is placed on 
assessing and mapping the 
linkages between poverty and 
population dynamics and the 
employment situation. Pub¬ 
lished. January 1996 (English). 

■ Impact of Selected Macro- 
economic and Social policies 
on Poverty: The case of Egypt. 
Jordon and the Republic of 
Yemen. A study exploring the 
inter-linkages between macro- 
economic and social policies 
and their impact on poverty, 
published. November 1996 
(English). 

■ Poverty and Housing in 
the ESCWA Region. A compar¬ 
ative study of housing condi¬ 
tions of the poor in die region, 
including an assessment of the 
housing structures, the quality 
of life of the poor, the spread 
and conditions of shanties, and 


the spread of uncontrolled set¬ 
tlement in the countries of the 
region. Under printing. 

Activities in Progress 
(expected to be finalized by the 
end of 1997) 

■ Coordination with ILO in 
the design of policy profile for 
poverty alleviation ^ four spe¬ 
cific sectors in Lebanon, 
mainly: healthy, education, 
employment and fiscal policy. 
This activity is being planned 
to build on the worked under¬ 
taken in the country profile 
"Poverty in Lebanon" and is 
viewed as Phase 11 of the same 
project. 

■ Poverty in the West Bonk 
and Gaza Strip. A poverty pro¬ 
file of economic and social 
conditions prevailing in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, of 
socio-economic characteristics 
of the poor, and of policies for 
poverty alleviation. 

■ Ad hoc expert group on 
Eradicating poverty in Western 
.Asia: Towards a plan of action 
will be organized to develop 
the “Regional Plan of Action 
for Poverty Alleviation." as 
pan of ESCWA’s 1996-97 
Workplan. 

■ Study on Eradicating 
Poverty in Western .Asia, as 
collaborative effort within the 
Social Development issues and 
Policies Division and in coordi¬ 
nation with other ESCWA 
Divisions to be ready in third 
quarter 1997. 

■ Review of literature on 
The Social Consequences of 
Structural Adjustment Policies, 
by the Social Development 
issues and Policies Division to 
be ready by third quarter 1997. 
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BADE A meeting stresses 
development financing in region 


THE BOARD of directors of 
the Arab Bank for Economic 
Development in Africa (BA- 
DEA), an Arab financing insti¬ 
tution. created in accordance 
with resolution issued by the 
sixth Arab summit conference 
held in Algiers in 1973, with 
the objective of promoting eco¬ 
nomic development in Africa, 
holds its 84th meeting in Am- 
num. between 16-IS October. 

The meeting is held under 
the chairmanship of Mr Ahmed 
Abdallah Al Akeil. chairman 
of [he board of directors, and in 
lhe presence of Mr Ahmed 
Harti El Wardi. the director 
general. 

BADEA's current capital is 
S 1145.8 million. It's board of 
directors include Saudi Arabia, 
United Arab Emirates, Bah- 
rail, Atgtruu Iraq, Oman. Qa¬ 
tar, Kuwait, Libyan, Egypt and 


Morocco. 

During this session, the bank 
is reviewing various issues, 
amongst which is a new vol¬ 
ume of financing for the bene¬ 
fit of some African countries. 

The holding of this session, 
takes place, now that BADEA 
is starting the second year of its 
third five-year plan (1995- 
1999) which was approved by 
the board of governors in its 
meeting of 13 April, 1994 in 
Cairo, total included interven¬ 
tions in financing social pro¬ 
jects. participation in the capi¬ 
tal of African development 
instituions and support of the 
private sector. BADEA was 
able to realize during, the first 
year of the plan (1995) one of 
its objectives of financing de¬ 
velopment projects and techni¬ 
cal assistance operations. 

Implementation rate is 100 


percent of total commitments 
allocated for project financing 
which is 5 75 million and for 
technical assistance implemen¬ 
tation rate was 98.6 percent of 
ioloI technical assisatnee allo¬ 
cation which is SS million 
commitments approved within 
the lending program for 1995. 
• were allocated to finance 14 
development projects and 23 
technical assistance operations. 

During 1995, the first year 
of the third five-year plan, BA¬ 
DEA concentrated all its opera¬ 
tion in the agricultural sector 
with loans allocated amount¬ 
ing to S 30.35 million i.c 40.5 
percent of total commitments 
and 67 percent of total techni¬ 
cal assistance commitments for 
the year. The share of the so¬ 
cial sector was $ 6.65 million 
i.e. nine percent of total com¬ 
mitments, a line of credits for 


support of the private sector, 
52 million were allocated to 
the capital of the African Ex- 
port-impon Bank with S10 mil¬ 
lion. The bank has been created 
with the objective of support¬ 
ing commercial exchange be¬ 
tween African countries. 

The third five-year plan for 
BADEA's resources and its 
utilization stoned this year. 
BADEA's financing l'or 1996 
included a number of axis 
which aim at Lhe expansion and 
diversification of BADEA's 
activities in beneficiary coun¬ 
tries while stressing the agri¬ 
cultural sector. Such evolution 
in BADEA's policies aim at 
keeping abreast with the devel¬ 
opments witnessed in develop¬ 
ment financing during the past 
years. Total commitments for 
1996 amounted to S90 million, 
with an increase of 115 per¬ 
cent on last year's commit¬ 
ments, out of which $5 million 
has been allocated for technical 
assistance. ■ 
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Military closure of Palestinian 
territories eased 

B About 35.000 Palestinian workers from Gaza and the 
West Bank would be allowed back into Israel. An Israeli 
army spokesman said that the closure imposed on the Pal¬ 
estinian territories was lifted except for Nablus. 

But there is a debate about the numbers. Sources in the 
Palestine National Authority tPNAt said so far only 3000 
Palestinian laborers have entered Israel. PNA officials are 
awaiting more v.-ork permits to be issued by Israel as it 
had previously promised. 

Clinton exempts Gaza and West 
Bank products from tariffs 

9 The l.ite^t law that was endorsed by the US Congress 
early ini* month m allow goods from Gaza and the West 
Bank to enter the United Slates market with tax exemp¬ 
tion. i? considered the first of its kind to be signed by a 
US president. 

President Bill Clinton said “this trade initiative con¬ 
firm^ the United States commitments to help in providing 
new economic opportunities to the Palestinians." 

A Republican deputy from Texas. Bill Archen praised 
the new legislation describing it "an essential indication to 
encourage the peace process." 

The commercial exchange between the West Bank and 
Cm/a and the US is still limited, but officials at the Ameri¬ 
can Security of Commerce expect this exchange to be 
strengthened because of the new legislation. 

officials pointed out that the first beneficiaries of the 
new law will be Palestinian exporters of flowers and 
vegetable*. 

Academic siege on Palestinian 
territories 

E The head of A! Najah National University in Nablus. Dr 
Munthcr Salah said that Israeli authorities are “imposing 
an academic siege on the Palestinians." 

The students and the teaching staff arc still prevented 
from entering their educational institutions. 

The students of the university come from all over the 
West Bank, but the blockade and the Israeli checkpoints 
have made it very difficult for them to enter the 
university 

Dr Salah criticized "the silence of the international aca¬ 
demic institutions towards the Israeli violations against 
educational institutions in Palestine." Nevertheless, he 
appealed to them to bring pressure on Israel to lift the aca¬ 
demic siege. 


What the King 
told Netanyahu 

Bv Thomas Friedman 

THEY WERE all sitting around the dining table in the 
White House blue room." Benjamin Netanyahu had spoken 
a* had Yasser Arafat and President Clinton. After waiters 
had passed sorbet and frail, only His Majesty Kins Huss¬ 
ein was left to speak, it was the most important speech of 
the summit—one Mr Netanyahu didn't share with the 
Israeli public. 

King Hussein was the Arab leader most receptive to Mr 
Netanyahu. The King preferred him over Shimon Peres, he 
had publicly appealed to the Arabs to give Mr Netanyahu a 
chance and he had warmly received the Likud leader in 
Jordan before and after the Israeli election. 

But the King was steaming—not only because he 
believed that Mr Netanyahu was as incompetent as Mr 
Peres in delivering the trade deals Israel had promised to 
Jordan but. more important, because Mr Netanyahu's 
adviser Dore Gold had been to Amman just before the con¬ 
troversial Jerusalem tunnel was opened and had not men¬ 
tioned it to the Jordanians. They took it as a personal 
affront and a violation of the Jordan-Israel peace treaty. 

With that in mind, the King fixed his gaze on Mr Netan¬ 
yahu. and while Mr Arafat. Mr Clinton and vice president 
Gore looked on in amazement, the King erupted: "l am 
deeply disappointed. I am sure you are too. Mr President, 
maybe president Mubarak (of Egypt] was right [not to 
attend the summit]. Maybe he was perceptive. Prime Min¬ 
ister Netanyahu put out maximalist positions before com¬ 
ing here and he kept to them in letter and spirit. 1 expected 
we would have done better." 

King Hussein, according to several sources, added that 
he expected that Mr Netanyahu would have at least agreed 
to a target date for completing the Hebron negotiations and 
lor the resumption of final-status talks. 

"All of this would have been very meaningful." the King 
continued. "It would have been good to stand alongside 
you and announce this. And I speak now for all those who 
love peace, for the mothers and fathers, for my grandfa¬ 
ther. lor inv great-uncle who started the dialogue with the 
Zionist movement. I speak for myself and 1 speak for Yit¬ 
zhak Rabin, a man whom I had the great pride to call my 
friend. I speak for all the peoples who benefit from peace. 
AH this good will is being lost. We are at the edge of the 
abyss, and regardless of our best efforts, we might be just 
about to fall into iL — all of us." 

The King said he didn't know how much more the Pales¬ 
tinians could take. They had few chances to work and were 
living under Israeli curfews. Then staring at Mr Netan¬ 
yahu. the King said: "What we need. sir. is not the arro¬ 
gance of power, but the vision that Yitzhak Rabin had. 
Maybe one day you'll have it. But today was a success for 
extremists and warmongers. I am very disappointed." 

Security. King Hussein said, cannot be achieved by an 
Israeli "fortress mentality." It required mutual respect. Ter¬ 
rorism. he added, is born of despair. Without a greater will¬ 
ingness by Israel to give and take and see the big picture, 
he said, terrorism will likely explode anew. 

The King added that Mr Netanyahu's efforts to reopen 
the Oslo Accords, agreed on by the previous Israeli gov¬ 
ernment. put in doubt “everything that has been achieved." 
The King concluded: “Prime Minister Netanyahu. 1 am 
concerned for you. You are the leader of Israel. Can you 
seize the moment? Because if you can't, the real impact 
will be on all of us in this room." 

There were two views of Mr Netanyahu in the Arab 
World alter his election: A Syrian-led view that he was a 
menace to peace [just like the Syrians!}, and a Jordanian- 
Egyptiun view way. The Jordanian-Egyptian view is crum¬ 
bling. and that is a real strategic loss for Israel. Only a Heb¬ 
ron deal could begin to reverse that trend and force the 
Arabs lo give Mr Netanyahu a second look. 

By hanging tough in Washington, and not active under 
pressure. Mr Netanyahu built up chips at home. But does 
he have a strategy, and a will, to use those chips to strike a 
Hebron deal, while not under pressure? Will he ever use 
his rhetorical skills not just to explain away his mistakes 
bur to build a real consensus among Israelis for moving 
forward? 

King Hussein was dubious. He left the lunch muttering 
that Mr Netanhayu just didn’t get it. The Israeli leader 
needs to prove him wrong. B 


New York Times 


Taliban’s military defeats lead 
to rising tension in Kabul 



Taliban forces try to make it to the north of the country 


By Kenneth J. Cooper 

LA Tiines-Washingion Post 
Mews Sen-ice 

KABUL. Afghanistan—Weary 
residents of this bartered capi¬ 
tal. fed up with four years of 
factional fighting, thought 
peace and security had finally, 
come to Kabul when the Tali¬ 
ban militia took control of the 
city. But just two weeks later, 
advances by the forces that the 
Taliban appeared to have 
routed have left many residents 
once again fearful of rocket 
attacks on their neighborhoods 
and fire fights in their streets. 

Those fears were reinforced 
at dusk last Monday night when 
the Taliban, a militant Islamic 
militia force, lit the sky over 
Kabul with a 20-minute burst 
from anti-aircraft guns, racket- 
propelled grenades, automatic 
rifles and tracer bullets that 
were fired upward in every 
direction. There were no appar¬ 
ent targets. 

North of Kabul, the forces 
of militia leader Ahmed Shah 
Massoud, military chief of the 
government that the Taliban 
chased out of Kabul, have 
regrouped and launched a 
counterattack, winning a string 
of battles and moving to 
within 40 miles of the city. 
One major Taliban-held instal¬ 
lation. a military air base at 
Bagram. stands between Mas¬ 
soud's former government 
troops and a path to attack the 
capital. 

Skirmishes also have been 
reported southeast of Kabul 
and near Herat, close to 


Afghanistan's western border 
with Iran. 

With the Taliban's defeats 
on the bauiefield. tension has 
risen in Kabul. Militiamen 
assigned lo enforce a curfew 
and guard roads into the city 
have appeared edgy, firing into 
the air to stop vehicles. Resi¬ 
dents have begun to contem¬ 
plate where they will seek ref¬ 
use if the battle of Kabul 
resumes. 

"I am worried, because if 
fighting takes place in Kabul, a 
lot of people will die from 
rocket shooting." said Haji 
Shamesalhaq. a shopkeeper. 

Another shopkeeper. Tawo- 
fiq. said that if fighting 
returned his family "will leave 
Kabul city and we will go to 
some oiher part of the country. 
... Where there is peace, wc 
will go there." 

After Afghan guerrilla fac¬ 
tions toppled a Soviet-installed 
communist government in 
1992. they showed little con¬ 
cern about civilian casualties 
as they fought for control of 
Kabul. Even when nne faction 
emerged victorious and Rab- 
bani was installed as Afghan 
president, forces loyal to Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar reduced 
much of south Kabul to rubble 
—until Hekmatyar joined the 
Rabbani government as prime 
minister this summer. And for 
the last year, the Taliban fired 
rockets into the city, killing 
bystanders almost daily, before 
ousting Rabbani and the other 
factions that made up his 
government. 

In what may be a bid for the 


political loyalty of Kabui resi¬ 
dents. both sides in the current 
round of fighting said they 
want to avoid civilian blood¬ 
shed that would almost cer¬ 
tainly result from battles in the 
city. But it is unclear how a 
repiav of Lhe Iasi four years 
can be averted if Massoud's 
troops cominuc iheir victories 
and try to rcLake the capital. 

Masood Khaliii. a Rabbani 
loyalist who is Afghanistan's 
ambassador in New Delhi, sug¬ 
gested the Taliban Jo as the 
former government's forces 
did on 27 September 3nd with¬ 
draw. "I would hope the Tali¬ 
ban would leave Kabul and 
just retreat... to spare fighting 
in the city." Khaliii said.” 

A Taliban spokesman stated 
similar reasons for the militia's 
retreat from two northern 
towns. Jabal Saraj and Char- 
ikar. where thev face serious 
pressure. "We didn't want to 
fight for the sake of the peo¬ 
ple. therefore wc withdrew." 
Amir Khun Muttaqi. the 
group's information minister, 
said in an interview Monday. 
"If we fight there, a lot of peo¬ 
ple will be killed." 

Asked what the Taliban 
would do to protect civilians in 
the event of an attack on 
Kabul. Muttaqi replied: "If 
they attack on Kabul city, we 
want to fight with them in 
remote areas, like Bagram." 
the military air base. 

Some fighting already has 
taken place around the "base, 
about 30 miles north of Kabul, 
and it is likely to become a 
major battleground soon. The 


Taliban captured the base fol¬ 
lowing its capture of Kabul. 

Monday night, former gov¬ 
ernment forces fought the Tal¬ 
iban near Sarobi. 40 miles 
southeast of Kabul, in an 
attempt to cut the main.road 
that supplies the capita)' from 
Pakistan. BBC radio reported. 
If successful, the attack would 
clamp an even stronger stran¬ 
glehold on the capital than the 
one the Taliban applied in 


September. The troops in 
recent days took control parts 
of the main road that leads 
north to Centra! Asia, a high¬ 
way ihe Taliban secured only 
after taking Kabul. 

In addition to staving off 
opposing military forces, the 
Taliban has been faced with 
popular uprisings at Bagram 
and other areas brought under 
its control in recent weeks, an 
indication that some Afghans 


have already begun to chafe 
under the regime's strict inter¬ 
pretation of Islamic fundamen¬ 
talism. In Jabai Saraj, residents 
rebelled against Taliban 
searches of homes for weap¬ 
ons. In Jalalabad, a town east 
of Kabul, opponents of Taliban 
rule have on occasion sneaked 
up on militiamen at night and 
slit their throats, according to 
one aid worker. ■ 


Weizman vows Israel will adhere to 

signed peace accords 



M u barak -Weizman: A show of strength 


By John Daniszewski and 
Rebecca Trounson 

LA Tunes- Wastugion Post 
News Sen-ice 

CAIRO—Amid conflicting 
reports as to whether there may 
be an agreement on the long- 
delayed Israeli troop with¬ 
drawal from Hebron, President 
Ezer Weizman of Israel last 
Monday promised Egypt's 
leader that Israel will meet its 
obligations to the Palestinians 
under their signed peace 
accords. 

Weizman offered Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak no 
timetable for action and con¬ 
ceded that Israeli Prime Minis¬ 
ter Benjamin Netanyahu's gov¬ 
ernment has moved more 
slowly than some would like. 
“Belter late than never." said 
Weizman, who has used his 
largely ceremonial post to try 
to nudge the peace process for¬ 
ward and ease the tension that 
has developed between Israel 
and the Arab world. 

As Weizman and Mubarak 
met in Cairo, there was a 
frenzy of diplomatic activity 
taking place in Israel and Jor¬ 
dan, with US mediator Dennis 
Ross shuttling between Pales¬ 
tinian and Israeli officials to 


hammer out a plan 
for an Israeli pull¬ 
back from Hebron. 

Israeli chief nego¬ 
tiator Dan Shomron 
3 nd his Palestinian 
counterpart Saeb 
Erekat continued to 
meet into the night 
in Jerusalem, with 
the Palestinian later 
indicating to Israeli 
Television that there 
had been no 

progress. But a more 
upbeat assessment 
came from Ed 
Abington. the US 
consul general in 
Jerusalem, who said 
"Things arc going 
well. There arc still 
some difficulties, hut 
they are not 

insurmountable." 

Although Weiz¬ 
man's trip to Cairo 
was coordinated with Netan¬ 
yahu. the cordial two-hour 
meeting and lunch he shared 
with Mubarak emphasized the 
snub by the Egyptian leader of 
the Israeli prime minister 

Mubarak refused to attend a 
Washington summit called by 
President Clinton with Netan¬ 
yahu. The Egyptian repeated to 


a news conference last Monday 
that he has no intention of 
meeting Netanyahu until Israeli 
troops withdraw from Hebron. 

For his part. Weizman took 
pains to avoid appearing dis¬ 
loyal to the prime minister. He 
said his role in Egypt was to 
"heal certain splits, which eve¬ 
ryone sees, with the largest 


Arab country." 

He was noncommittal when 
asked if Netanyahu had mis¬ 
calculated in deciding to exca¬ 
vate an archaeological tunnel 
in Jerusalem. That act sparked 
violence that killed at least 75 
and injured more than 1 . 000 . 
"1 am not here to analyze Mr 
Netanyahu's decisions." said 


Weizman. 

By inviting Weizman— 
whom he has known for 19 
years—to Egypt instead of the 
prime minister. Mubarak was 
able lo convey his support for 
the peace process, while sig¬ 
naling his displeasure with 
Netanyahu and his policies. 

Muburak said he accepted 
the pledge given by Weizman 
that Israel would honor its 
agreements. He said he did not 
press for details because he 
said he understands that the 
accords are still being nego¬ 
tiated between the Israelis and 
the Palestinian Authority led 
by Yasser Arafat. "I told 
(Weizman.) that Egypt will 
continue to support the peace 
process as much as we can, 
until we reach a comprehen¬ 
sive settlement to the whole 
problem and until peace pre¬ 
vails all over the whole area." 
Mubarak said. 

While offering the Arab 
side little of substance. Weiz¬ 
man stressed Israel's good 
faith. He said the road to 
peace could be rocky but that 
Palestinians and Israelis have 
no choice but to live with one 
another. 

The Hebron redeployment 
has become the chief sticking 


point between Israel and Pales¬ 
tinians. and for many Arabs it 
is an acid test of whether 
Netanyahu is sincere about 
continuing the peace process. 
The redeployment was sched¬ 
uled for March but was post¬ 
poned by the government of 
then Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres after suicide 
bombings by Muslim extre¬ 
mists in February and March 
killed at least 60. 

Since his election in May. 
Netanyahu has said he sup¬ 
ports the peace process but 
insists that Israel must have 
more safeguards for 450 or so 
Jewish settlers who live among 
more than 100.000 Palestin¬ 
ians in Hebron. The Palestin¬ 
ians. meantime, contend the 
already signed accord pro¬ 
vided sufficient security guar¬ 
antees and they say they do 
not want the internationally 
recognized accord 

renegotiated. 

Meantime, on Monday. Ara¬ 
fat traveled to Jordan to confer 
with King Hussein and win 
support for his stance on Heb¬ 
ron. The King later visited Jer¬ 
icho at the invitation of Mr 
Arafat. The visit is believed to 
be the king's first public trip to 
the West Bank. ■ 


Taking Jerusaim by stealth 


By Patrick Cock burn 

AT 7.30 in the morning two 
Khalid Kurd Rashid, a jeweller 
in the Old City of Jerusalem, 
received a phone call to say 
thai a house his family owned 
was being taken over by Jewish 
settlers. 

When he arrived at the build¬ 
ing it was too late. “We found 
the locks were smashed and 
there were armed guards in the 
house. We told the police this 
was our property, but they 
would not help. I was so angry 
I said there would be blood¬ 
shed." When one of his family 
tried to force his way into the 
building, he was hit by one of 
the guards the settlers had 
brought. 

By now Mr Rashid had a 
very good idea who had taken 
over the house. Some years be¬ 
fore. his family had been con¬ 
tacted. through middlemen, by 
an organisation much feared by 
Palestinians in Jerusalem. 
Known as Aterel Cohonim — 
the Crown of the Priests—it is 
dedicated to replacing Palestin¬ 
ians with Jews throughout the 
historic city. The Rashid family 
said they did not want to sell. 

Backed by right-wing Amer¬ 
ican Jewish millionaires and Is¬ 
raeli government money ille¬ 
gally siphoned off during the 
1980s. according to a govern¬ 
ment inquiry, Ateret Cohanim 
has moved 600 settlers into the 


Muslim quarter of the Old City 
of Jerusalem. The houses they 
have taken over are easily visi¬ 
ble, because blue and white Is¬ 
raeli flags fly from the baned 
windows and tough-looking 
guards, subsidized by the gov¬ 
ernment. stand outside with, 
sub-machine guns. 

During the previous Labor 
government Ateret Cohanim 
was outwardly quiescent. But 
since Benjamin Netanyahu and 
the right won the election in 
May. It has restarted its takeo¬ 
ver campaign. One house in 
Silwon. just below ‘Temple 
Mount' on the site of the his¬ 
toric City of David, was occu¬ 
pied by settlers on the very 
morning of the election, even 
before Mr Netanyahu was de¬ 
clared the official winner. 

To the outside world the 
opening of the tunnel under the 
Old City may have appeared to 
be a single, if provocative, 
event which led to the violence 
in which 58 Palestinians and 
15 Israelis died. But for the 
25.000 Palestinians in the Old 
City of Jerusalem, ringed by its 
Ottoman walks, the tunnel was 
only one element in a three¬ 
pronged effort to replace them 
by Jews which has gathered 
force since Mr Netanyahu and 
his right-wing government 
were elected. The other ele¬ 
ments in the offensive, part 
government, part private, are 
the takeover or demolition of 


houses owned by Palestinians. 

The occupation of the Rash¬ 
id house, opposite the Ameri¬ 
can Consulate on the Nablus 
Road in an historic part of the 
city, is not an isolated event. 
Arye Amiu the police chief of 
Jerusalem, says: “It is the be¬ 
ginning of the property war in 
East Jerusalem. There are 
many other buildings, I won't 
say how many, that have been 
purchased (by settlers). or are 
in the process of being pur¬ 
chased." 

Demolition of Palestinian- 
owned buildings has also in¬ 
creased. mainly at the initia¬ 
tive of the mayor of Jerusalem. 
Ehud Olmert who seizes on le¬ 
gal technicialities wherever 
possible. A community center 
and club for disabled children 
was knocked down near Her¬ 
od's Gate in late August. At 
the meeting on 16 September 
which decided to open the tun¬ 
nel. Mr Olmert raised the 
question of demolishing a 
house in Marounite Convent 
Street, on the edge of the Ar¬ 
menian quarter. The top storey 
has been deemed to have been 
built without a permit—which 
Palestinians as they are svs-. 
tematically refused—and has 
been destroyed- 

It is not merely that those 
responsible for the opening of 
the tunnel share a common 
ideological purpose with those 
taking over and demolishing 


Arab hou>es in Jerusalem. Of¬ 
ten the same people are in¬ 
volved. according to Danny 
Seidman. a lawyer for Ir Sha- 
lem. a group which monitors 
takeovers in Jerusalem. The 
group in charge of the tunnel 
—the Kotel Heritage Founda¬ 
tion—is closely linked to Ater- 
tet Cohanim. he says. "There is 
a confluence in terms of ideolo¬ 
gy. organisation and personnel 
between the two.” 

Til this was denied at great 
length by Benjamin Netanyahu 
at the end of last week's sum¬ 
mit in Washington. Of the 
opening of the gate into the Via 
Dolorosa: "We knocked down 
a well 20 cm (Sin) thick. That's 
all we did. We opened a gate to 
an existing archaeological dig 
that had been completed years 
ag." He said the media was stir¬ 
ring up hatred by portraying Is¬ 
rael as the enemy of Islam, and 
repeating charges that the tun¬ 
nel undermines the mosques 
and shrines on the great mea- 
sonry platform known to Mus-' 
lims as the Haram eshSharif 
and Jews as TeraJe Mount. 

This is disingenuous. In 
pracu'ce the tunnel extends the 
Wailing Wall, the main Jewish 
religious site to the north, into 
the Muslim quarter of the city. 
Its religious significance was 
underlined by the fact that it 
was paid for by the Ministry of 
Religious Affairs. The southern 
end of the tunnel is used by ul¬ 


tra-orthodox Jews who want to 
pray without the polluting pres¬ 
ence of women at the Wailing 
Wall, and skullcaps are distrib¬ 
uted to visitors. 

There is a further effect of 
opening a gate into the Via 
Dolorosa. Tbe heavy security- 
presence to protect visitors 
means that there is a line of Is¬ 
raeli police blocking the street. 
They are backed by plain¬ 
clothes security men sitting on 
a grey metal bench, and Pales¬ 
tinians who live in the neigh¬ 
bourhood are -questioned when 
they go to their homes. They 
are already hampered by the 
presence 200 yards away of Is¬ 
raeli soldiers guarding a house 
belonging to Ariel Sharon, the 
Infrastructure Minister, which 
was taken over in 1987. It is in¬ 
creasingly difficult for them to 
live a normal life in the district. 

One of those who attended 
the opening of the tunnel and is 
also heavily involved in Ateret 
Cohanim was Irving Mosko- 
witz. a multi-millionaire from 
south Florida who owns hospi¬ 
tals and a bingo parlour in Cali¬ 
fornia. For years he has funded 
the take-over of Palestinian 
buildings, giving $Jm to buy 
Shepherd's Hotel in East Jeru¬ 
salem in 1985 because, he told 
the Washington Post, he want¬ 
ed “to Jo everything I possibly 
can to help reclaim Jerusalem 
lor the Jewish people." 

Most of the funds used by 


Aleret Cohanim came from the 
last Likud government before 
it lost power in 1992. Danny 
Seidman said: “There is up¬ 
wards of $10 million, still 
missing." But Dr Moskovilz. 
who is a vocal opponent of the 
Oslo accords with the Palestin¬ 
ians. has also given Aleret Co¬ 
hanim $2.25 million. Investi¬ 
gation by Mr Rashi'd lawyer 
last week revealed that the 
millionaire had paid for part of 
the building in Nablus road 
which was not owned by the 
Rashid family. 

The previous Likud admin¬ 
istration covertly gave funds to 
Aterel Cohanim to achieve its 
aim of ousting Palestinians 
from the Old City of Jerusa¬ 
lem and neighbouring historic 
districts like the Mount of 
Olives and the City of David 
(Silwan). and this funding is 
believed to have been resumed 
by the new government. 

Against heavy Palestinian 
resistance, the takeover of the 
Old City will take a long time. 
But the very attempt has creat¬ 
ed great bi nereness. “The city 
is a mosaic of communities.’' 
says Danny seidman. “If take¬ 
overs continue. Jerusalem will 
become like Hebron, with no ^ 
possibility of coexistence be¬ 
tween Israelis and PalesOh - 
ians." ■ 

The Independent 
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President of Belarus 
targets fledgling press 
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By James Rupert 

LA Times-Washingien Pan 
News Service 

MINSK, Belarus—As Bel- 
arus’S authoritarian president 
- campaigns this fall to seize 
new political powers in this 
ex-Soviet country, his govern¬ 
ment is working to shut down 
the liny independent press 
here. 

During two years in office. 
President Alexander Luka¬ 
shenko has taken control of 
the state press and broadcast¬ 
ing, the main sources of infor¬ 
mation for the Ifl million 
Bclarusans. But in the capital, 
a few independent press 
organs have survived, publish¬ 
ing frequently critical reports 
about the government. 

Lukashenko is trying to 
force the legislature to grant 
him broad new powers that 
diplomats and jurists here say 
would make him a dictator. He 
sees even a small, independent 

« re$s in Minsk as a threat, a 
/eslem diplomat said, 
"because it has helped inform 
and energize his opposition. 

Last month Lukashenko’s 
administration turned up the 
pressure against independent 
media. Within a few days, 
authorities shut down the only 
independent radio station, 
froze the bank accounts of at 
least live week lx newspapers 
lor alleged tax evasion and 
forced one paper out of it* 
office. 

‘They arc using financial 
pressures to force us to close,” 
said Vyacheslav Khodosovs- 
kiy, chief editor of Rdarusski 
Rynak, a business newspaper. 
"They suddenly declared that 
all these newspapers are vio¬ 
lating tax laws and have fro¬ 
zen our (bank) account and are 
hilling us with fines.... I don’t 
know how much longer we 
will survive. Maybe a few- 
more months." 

Lukashenko is unlikely to 
control public information 
absolutely. In the decade since 
Mikhail Gorbachev introduced 
openness in Soviet informa¬ 
tion policy, urban Bclarusans 
have become used to hearing 
their news from varied 
sources. 

Many Belarusans inter¬ 
viewed this year said they rely 
on ' the US-backed station 
Radio Liberty—or on Russian 
radio and television, which are 


Tcbroadcast here—.is well .is 
the local independent press 

But Lukashenko "clearly 
regards control o! in format mn 
as an essential pan of getting 
diet atonal power." :i Western 
diplomat said Within months 
"I winning election in 1094. 
he replaced editors of several 
stale-owned newspapers wiih 
his appointees and took con¬ 
trol of state broaJc.isung. 

In December 1994. his 
administration barred report¬ 
ing of a legislator’s speed) 
that accused Lukashenko of 
corruption. lcuvin£ newspa¬ 
pers to publish blank spots 


where llic ail ides w ere In 
have appeared. 

I—lit year Lukashenko 
ordered Mate-owned presses to 
slop priming several papers, 
including the weekly Belo¬ 
russkaya Gazeia Since then, 
“we’ve had to lake our paper 
Ui Vilnius (the capital of 
neighboring Lithuania) to he 
printed," said Editor Alexan¬ 
der Vnlvachcv. 

In the paper’s small warren 
of offices, young Belarusans 
bustled amid paper-cl uttered 
desks, bookshelves and a lew- 
computers. Each week they 
lav out the paper's pages and 


drive them 125 miles north¬ 
west in Vilnius, (hen truck the 
papers hack. 

Newspaper distribution in 
Belarus is a state monopoly, 
so (he independent papers hire 
unemployed people, often eld¬ 
erly pensioners, as street ven¬ 
dors Recently police have 
been harassing veitdois, some¬ 
times confiscating their 
papers. Uel.mis.ui journalists 
said 

Lukashenko's pressure on 
the media aims to silence not 
only opposition groups, hut 
also itic legislature, which 
opposes his attempt to 
broaden his powers. He dis¬ 


missed the editor ol the legis¬ 
lature‘s newspaper and placed 
it under control ««t the execu¬ 
tive blanch—moves that ihc 
leg is Lame coridemiied .is :1L- 
cal Speaker Semyon Sham- 
sky. who constitution ally is 
I he corn dry’s so. oiul-ranking 
oftlci.il. ha*, been unable to get 
air rime on television. 

Last spring, police beat 
reporters trying to cover dem¬ 
onstration- against Luka¬ 
shenko and arrested photogra¬ 
phers oi seized their film. 
Pofiee searched two newspa¬ 
pers' I'/tices, coaliscating 

tulles anil files ■ 


Censorship attempt fails in Nicaragua 


By Juanita Darling 

L-\ 7m>( j-lV.-jx/iiiigioii f'ovi 
•Vena iVrmv 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua—Tile footage 
begins like a campaign ad lor former 
President Daniel Onega, who is running 
for office again. The onetime revolution¬ 
ary commander solemnly quotes the 
Bible: “By their works ye shall know- 
them." 

But it suddenly becutncs something 
else, with the focus switching to images 
from the Onega years, ihe lySOs" j 
rapid-lire series ul stark, black and 
while photographs of rationing lines, 
bodies ol soldiers killed by (iminis bat¬ 
tling ihe Ortega government arid ;i uni¬ 
formed Ortega greeting Cuban President 
Fidel Castro. 

The onc-minuic anti-Ortega spot con¬ 
trasts sharply with (he feel-good videos 
af scrubbed young pcuplc waving flags 
to pop music that are the staple of most 
other political advertising during the 
19*46 presidential campaign, which is 
jusl wrapping up. And less than 24 
hours after the anti-Onega ad first 
appeared, the Supreme Electoral Coun¬ 
cil ordered it—and three others like it— 
off the air. 

"We have noted with concern that 
some videos do not comply with ihe 
electoral ethics rules of cradling, a cli¬ 
mate of harmony, nor do they encourage 
civic values in the Nicarjgujn people," 
stated Council Secretary Cyril Omeir 
Green in a letter to television station 
managers. 

The decision caused an immediate 
uproar in Nicaragua, a country that over 
the last six years of democracy has 
prided itself on throwing off a long tra¬ 
dition of media censorship. Under that 
pressure—and with the return of council 


members who were away when 
the emergency meeting to h.m 
die spots was called—the coun¬ 
cil quietly has reversed itself, 
telling station managers pri¬ 
vately ihat they may broadcast 
(he spots. 

“It (the b;ui) was a mistake, 
and everyone has recognized 
this." said Alfutlsu Callejos, a 
council member who was 
absent during the vote to censor 
and .said an official retract inn is 
unnecessary. 

However, the council pub¬ 
licly should acknowledge the 
error, insisted Blanca Budragu, 
president of the Confiscation 
Victims Association, which 
spunsoied the spots. And Ihe 
council should step hack from 
(he position that it has the right 
to censor, she said. "Why don’t 
• they accept responsibility for 
creating a situation that was 
shocking and illegal?" she 
asked. 

The association, which 
claims it/ represent .),<*)«/ Nica¬ 
raguans and foreigners whose land w as 
confiscated by Ortega’s Sand ini stas. 
protested last week to the Inter- 
American Press Association during a 
meeting in Lus Angt'lv.’i. 

Hie association spent about iS.t.KX) to 
produce a dozen television and radio 
spots (hut highlighi the Sandinistas* con¬ 
flicts with (he pope and other problems, 
members said. They arc asking for con¬ 
tributions Lo pay for mure air lime as the 
election approaches. 

Many political analysts play down the 
brush with censorship as a simple case 
of excessive enthusiasm. ’They were 
just trying to keep the level of confron¬ 



tation , 1 s low as possible." saiJ Adulfij 
Calero. a former Cmiira leader who him¬ 
self has spoken out strongly against the 
Sandinistas in general and confiscation 
in particular 

BuL Buiimgo considers the situation 
far more serious because the right to 
freedom of expression is still fragile in a 
country that suffered censorship under 
the Sandinistas and the dictatorship of 
Anasiaxio Suiuozj • Debay 1c that they 
overthrew. * 

"They were trying to keep us from 
telling Lhe history ol Nicaragua, the way 
the Sandinistas kept people from finding 
out as it was happening," she said. ■ 


Compassionate banker spawns credit for 100 million poor 


WASHINGTON—He refuses 
to accept that the poor are not 
creditworthy. He believes that 
credit is a human right. 

This compassionate banker 
has spawned a "microcrcdit" 
program which hopes to reach 
100 million of the world’s 
poorest by the year 2005. 

While working for a bank in 
Bangladesh. Dr Muhammad 
Yunus realized that the poor¬ 
est who needed only $50 to 
S300 dollars to launch a small 
business, buy seeds, or build a 
home had no source of credit. 
By personally guaranteeing 
repayment. Dr Yunus was 
able to persuade his bank to 
extend these small loans or 
"microcredits." 

He was amazed al the 


results. The repayment rate 
for microcredits was better 
than for conventional loans. 
He was deeply moved by the 
changes in family lives 
brought about by a single sew¬ 
ing machine purchased to 
launch a new business, the 
tears rolling down the face of 
a poor woman as she entered 
her new $300 home, and many 
similar stories. But he w-us 
frostruled by his bank's reluc¬ 
tance to extend the program, 
and decided to open his own 
bank. 

Today his Gfamecn Bunk 
has a staff of 12000. and 
extends microcredits in 
36.000 villages. How- it oper¬ 
ates breaks many banking 
conventions. 


Instead of borrowers com¬ 
ing to the bank, the bank staff 
goes out to villages every 
week to extend loans and to 
collect payments. The Gra- 
mcen Bank requires no 
lengthy forms, no collateral, 
just the signature of five 
women. Its focus on women 
is because experience has 
shown that women arc most 
likely to he left out of pov¬ 
erty eradication programs, 
while they have shown them¬ 
selves to he highly creative 
entrepreneurs and adept at 
saving. 

'rhe Gramccn Bank’s suc¬ 
cess received attention at the 
Earth Summit, the World 
Summit for Children, the 
Cairo conference on Popula¬ 


tion. and the Women’s Con¬ 
ference in Beijing. During the 
Beijing Conference ABC 
World News Tonight named 
Dr Yunus their Person of the 
Week. 

The lessons learned by the 
Gramccn Bank have been 
used in many countries, 
including the United States, 
to launch similar loan pro¬ 
grams. James D. Woltcnsohn. 
President of World Bank, in u 
letter 

to the Chairs of the 90 largest 
bunks and commercial finan¬ 
cial institutions says 
•’...microeredil programs have 
brought the vibrancy of the 
market economy to the poor¬ 
est villages and people of the 
world. This business 


approach to the alleviation of- 
poverty has allowed millions 
of indisiduals to work Their 
w.iy out ol poverty with 
dignity." 

The hanking revolution 
spawned by Dr Yunus contin¬ 
ues to grow, a Declaration 
and Plan ol Action to extend 
the program worldwide is 
expected in be finalized 
hefore the February 2-4. 1997 
Glubal Microcrcdit Summit 
in Washington. D.C. Co- 
Chaired by Hillary Rodham 
Clinton. United States First 
Lady. Tsutomu I lata, former 
Prime Minister of Japan, and 
Her Majesty. Queen Sophia 
ot Spain ■ 
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Women’s right to pick 
husband under siege 
in Pakistan 


By Jotui-Thor Duhlburg 

L\ Tinn'i-Wdsiunpon Poo 
.Vchm Service 

LAHORE. Pakistan—Shamaila 
and Wjiniq tel! in love, and 
decided to wed despite her 
parents’ objections. One hot day 
Iasi May, she and her sweetheart 
signed the lorma! contract that is 
the centerpiece of the Muslim 
nluai «»f iriamasc. 

Il should ha\e been the 
beginning of a happy union 
between the 19-> ear-old Lahore 
student of nursing and the 
jccuunrant eight years her 
senior Bui it wasn’t. 

In one ol the handful of hotly 
disputed ease?, about a woman’s 
right to wed the man of her 
choice lhal are roiling 
overwhelmingly Muslim 

Pakistan, Shamaila ___ 
Munir's lather has gone 
to court to insist iha: 
under Islamic custom his 
daughter, though legally 
.in adult, must mam a 
man he approves. And >o 
for. the judges have 
agreed. 

On 26 September. 

Wamjq Mumuz. ihe 
unhappy bridegroom, 
was arrested and throv.r. 
into Lahore's squalid 
tenrr.iI J.iil tor allegedly 
f. i Jr upping Munir "for 
the purpose, of sex ” - 

,Hi* bride, five months 
pregnant. pale and 
suffering from low Mood 
pressure, has fled to the safety of 
a women’s shelter. 

At a time that should be 
among the most joyous in her 
file, the young woman is 
consumed with fear that, her 
parents will try to abduct her and 
abort her unborn child. 

"Every lime my parents come 
io >ee me. they tell me. ’See 
things our way or we’ll not only 
luw Wainiq kept in prison but 
beaten up,"' says the gentle, 
soft-voiced Munir. "According 
to the idea I have of Islam, I 
haven’t done anything wrong at 
all." 

For Pakistan's small but vocal 
and * Courageous band of 
women's rights activists, 
Munir's case and similar 
marriages now being disputed 
by the brides’ parents are a 
benchmark issue that bares the 
generally second-class place of 
women in society, whatever the 
laws on the books say. 

"If we are to go by the court’s 
position, it would make women 
the slaves of men." said Shahtaj 
QiziJbush, one of the founders 
of the Lahore-based Women's 
Action Forum. “We women in 
Pakistan have come lO't'ee! that 
for every two steps forward wc 
achieve, wc are then forced to 
take two steps backward." 

Pakistan has a female prime 
minister. Benazir Bhutto, a 
female ambassador to the United 
Slates, a woman in charge of 
stale television and prominent 
women in numerous other 
fields.- Yet the lot of* most 
women here remains one of 
decided submission to parents or 
husbands. 

The marriage cases ha*.e been 
seized upon by some Muslim 
mullahs in Punjab. * Pakistan's 
most populous and politically 
important province, as a vehicle 
for pushing their vision of a 
genuinely Islamic society. 
Under proper Muslim practice. 


iJwv conie/id, a woman of any 
age may only marry with the 
consent of a null, or male 
guardian. 

A woman's father, or even her 
brother, should decide the best 
match for her. even if she is a 
legal adult, fundamentalist 
clerics and their sympathizers 
contend. "The house of a father 
is always the safest place for a 
daughter," Malik Mohammed 
Nawaz, attorney in a case similar- 
to Shamaila Munir's, tuld a 
Lahore court earlier this year. 

"A marriage without the 
consent of the guardian should 
be regarded as an invalid one.” 
Such an interpretation is flufly at 
odds with Pakistani law, 
women’s rights activists say. and 
iiJso may have no justification in 
Islam’s holv texts. 


At a time that should be 
among the most joyous 
in her life, the young 
woman is consumed with 
fear that her parents will 
try to abduct her and. 
abort her unborn child 


Enacted in JV6J. Pakistan’s 
Muslim Family Laws Ordinance 
allows any woman 16 or older to 
marry and nukes no mention of 
a wali or the necessity of his 
approval. According to Muslim 
scholars. Imam Abu Hanifah, the 
Sih century founder of the school 
of Islamic jurisprudence that is 
followed in Pakistan, likewise 
decreed that an adult female 
could marry any person of equal 
social status without her parents' 
blessing. 

- Some other Muslim jurists, 
citing the Hadith. or reported 
sayings of the prophet 
Mohammad, have ruled that a 
wali’s consent is a must for all 
women of any age. But Abu 
Hanifah decided that those 
Hadith referred only to minors. 
Professor Rati Uilah Shabab, a 
* Pakistani scholar, noted in a 
recent article in the weekly 
newspaper in Lahore. 

' In most Pakistani families, 
marriages arc still arranged by 
the parents. More likely than 
not. the intended bride and 
bridegroom do not know each 
oilier and have no opportunity 
to become acquainted before 
becoming man and wife. The 
1 bride’s formal consent is 
required: but few daughters, if 
any. dare oppose their parents’ 
choice. 

According lo Munir, her 
father, an employee of Pakistani 
state railways. originally 
engaged her to Mumtaz but 
changed his mind and wanted 
her to marry someone he 
thought was a better prospect. 

By then, however, the 
fourth-year student of nursing 
and the accountant had met and 
fallen in love. So they decided 
to elope. 

On April -25, u Lahore 
magistrate recognized Lhe 
couple’s right to marry, and 
the sweethearts sealed the 
marriage before a Muslim 
priest on 2 May. 


Munir’s father lodged a 
complaint with the police over 
the supposed kidnapping of his 
daughter and the commission ol 
an net of sin. 

On 26 September, when the 
couple appeared in court in 
Lahore, Mumtaz was arrested. 
The day of Mumtaz’.s arrest, the 
Lahore High Court ruled that 
investigations of adultery 
launched against two other 
Muslim women. Shubina Zufar 
and Aycshu Ijnz. who also 
married without the consent ot a 
male gujrdian. had been 
"rightly” filed and that police 
could carry them to their 
."logical conclusion.” 

If con via ed of adultery under 
laws enacted by the military 
regime of former dictator Gen. 
Ziu u!-Haq .is part of his 
campaign lo 

"Klamicize" 

Pakistan, the women 
could be sentenced to 
100 lashes with a 
whip and then stoned 
to dcLih. According 
to human rights 
activists here, 

however, such a 
sentence has never 
been carried out. 

The wali 

controversy exploded 
earlier this year when 
Saima Wahid, the 

_22-yc.ir-old daughter 

of " Abdul WaheeJ 
Ropri. a wealthy 
Punjabi industrialist and leader 
of a right-wing Muslim sect, 
eloped with a college lecturer. 

They were married 26 
February When her parents 
found out. Wahid said, she was 
beaten, injected with drugs and 
confined to her room for two 
weeks. Yet her love for the man 
she married, she said in a 
statement faxed to Pakistani 
journalists, remained "more 
important than money or 
anything.” 

Wahid, a star student who 
had begun studying for a 
master’s degree in business 
administration, managed to 
escape over the wall of her 
parents’ home and took a taxi to 
the office of a prominent 
human rights lawyer. Asma 
Jahangir, another co-founder of 
Women's Action Forum. 

In April, the bride's father, 
uncles and several armed 
companions showed up al 
Jahangir’s company and tried to 
drag her away, but they were 
stopped by police. 

"They preached Islam but 
their own acts were against the 
teachings of the religion." 
Wahid told Pakistani 
journalists. A Lahore tribunal 
later ruled she could live at the 
Dastak shelter while her ease 
was being decided, but it barred 
her from seeing her husband. 

According to Wahid, her rich 
and influential father arranged 
for the arrest and incarceration 
of her husband for four days. 

"They also secured Arshad’s 
signatures on divorce papers at 
gunpoint." she told local 
journalists. "The paper was 
written by my father." 

Wahid, like Munir and 
several other young Pakistani 
women who married without 
their fathers' consent, is now in 
matrimonial liinbo. waiting for 
the courts to rule on whether 
her murriugc is legal. ■ 


Promoting the 50th anniversary of the Fulbright program 
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By Dr Taisir Subhi, 

(Jordanian Fulbrig liter/ 

Al al-Bayt University) 

THE YEAR 1996 marks ihe 50th anniver¬ 
sary of the Fulbright Exchange Program, 
which is sponsored by the United Stales 
Information Agency. Colleges, universi¬ 
ties and community organizations 
throughout the world will be organizing 
events and activities to increase aware¬ 
ness about Fulbright Program under the 
theme "Promoting Global 

Understanding”. 

Senator J. William Fulbright, raised 
and educated in Arkansas, never seen a 
major American city before he received a 
Rhodes Scholarship in 1925 to study in 
England. His three years at Oxford Uni¬ 
versity and his travels in Europe con¬ 
vinced him about the importance of see¬ 
ing the world from the points of view of 
other peoples and nations. 

This conviction would find tabling 
expression in 1945 when, as a US senator 
from Arkansas, he sponsored legislation 
establishing the exchange program. 

Fulbright saw a world devastated by 
World War II and awed by Its newly 
acquired aLomic power. Albert Einstein 
warned: “Wc must acquire a substantially 
new manner of thinking if mankind is to 
survive." The young senator reasoned 
dial nations had to learn to think globally 
if the world were to avoid annihilation. 

President Bill Clinton said "no one who 
has lived through the second half of the 
20th century could possibly be blind to 
the enormous impact of exchange pro¬ 
grams on Lhe future of countries. 

German Chancellor Helmut Kohl said 
“I was one of a generation of students lor 
whom there was nothing more desirable 
than lo get a Fulbright scholarship". 


A program which once promoted the 
solidarity of the West, the Fulbright Pro¬ 
gram now sustains exchanges between the 
United States and over 120 nations ... It 
expresses, it helps us to master the grow¬ 
ing interdependence of the world t Secre¬ 
tary- of Slate Henry Kissinger, 1974). 

President Ronald Reagan pointed out 
that there is a flickering spark in us all 
which, if struck at jusi the right age ... can 
lighi the rest of uur lives. Elevating our 
ideals, deepening our tolerance, and 
sharpening our appetite for knowledge 
about the rest of the world... 

In his book. The Price of Empire. 
(1987), Senator J. William Fulbright 
Wrote: "Our future is not in the stars but 
in our own minds and hearts. Creative 
leadership and liberal education, which in 
fact go together, are the first requirements 
for a hopeful future for humankind. Fos¬ 
tering these—leadership, learning and 
empathy between cultures—was and 
remains the purpose of the international 
scholarship program that 1 was privileged 
to sponsor in the US Senate over 40 years 
ago. It is a modest program with an 
immodest aim—the achievement in inter¬ 
national affairs of u regime more civil¬ 
ized, rational and humane than the empty 
system of power of the past. 1 believe in 
the possibility when 1 began. I still do. 

The essence of iniercultural education 
is ihe acquisition of empathy—lhe ability 
to see the world as others see il. and to 
allow for the possibility that others may 
sec something wc have failed to sec, or 
may see it more accurately. The simple 
purpose of ihe exchange program ... is lo 
erode the culturally rooted mistrust that 
seis nations against one another. The 
exchange program is not a panacea but an 
avenue of hope...” 

Before be died in February 1995. even 


as he was less prominent on the public 
stage in his own land, other nations on 
every continent continued to bestow o.i 
him their highest honors. They recog¬ 
nized that his program helped tu educate 
generations around the globe. Fblbright’* 
name has become part of the world lan¬ 
guage. Speak in India or Jordan or Japan 
or Sweden of a "Fulhrighter" and the ref¬ 
erence has instant recognition. 

At the close of World War 11. leaders 
ol the victorious allies were searching for 
ways to create a more peaceful and pros¬ 
perous future. Fulhriglu had (he idea. 

"The prejudices and misconceptions 
which exist in every country regarding 
foreign people," he told a friend, "are the 
great barrier lo any system of govern¬ 
ment.” If, however, the peoples of the 
world could get to know each other bet¬ 
ter. live together and learn side by side, 
"they might." Fulbright said, "develop a 
capacity for empathy, a distaste for kill¬ 
ing other men. and inclination for peace.” 

Fulbright travelled throughout Eastern 
Europe alter Oxford. He broadened his 
horizons, becoming n citizen of the 
world. He knew the value of educational 
exchanges. Fulbright sought to create a 
program lhal would involve students and 
scholars from many countries in studying, 
lecturing, and research in the United 
Slates. Young Americans also could study 
and get to know the people in other parts 
of the world. 

A measure that Fulhnchl introduced to 
the US Congress, "for the promotion of 
international goodwill through (he 
exchange ol students in lhe fields of edu¬ 
cation. culture, and science." was passed 
by lhe Congress and signed by President 
Harry S. Truman on August 1.1946. 

Whal sets lhe Fulbright Program aside 
front privalely/individually exchanges is 



Dr Subhi 

its locus un an exceptional sort of partici- 
pan! who. no matter what his/ her soci¬ 
oeconomic, ethnic, religious or gender 
background, shows the promise of leader¬ 
ship "that can be developed through an 
exchange experience. 

Grams are awarded io American stu¬ 
dents. teachers, and scholars to study, 
leach and conduci research abroad, and to 
foreign nationals to engage in similar 
aciivliies in lhe Untied Stales. • 

Approximately 5,000 new grants are 
awarded annually. More than 200.00(1 
"Fulhrighters"—over 90,000 from the 
United States and 12U.UQ0 from abroad— 
have participated in the program since it 
begun. 

The primary source of funding for the 
Fulbright Program is an annual appropria¬ 


tion made by ihe Congress io the United 
States Information Agency. Participating 
governments and hosi institutions in 
many countries and the United States also 
contribute through cost-sharing, as well 
as by indirect support such as salary sup¬ 
plements, tuition waivers', university 
housing, and other benefits. 

Beginning on $6.$' million budget, the 
Fulbright Program now reaches over 150 
countries. US contribution over its 50- 
year history is about $1.67 billion. 

The cost of the Fulbright Program for 
1994-95 was about SI81 million, about 
7u percent of which came from Congres¬ 
sional appropriations. Foreign govern¬ 
ments contributed about S23 million, In 
addition. 25 million came from donations, 
endou-mems, and in-kind support from 
the private sector in the US and another 
$7 million from the foreign private sector. 

The term Fulbright Program encom¬ 
passes a variety of exchange programs, 
including several types of individual and 
institutional grams. * 

These include the American Scholar 
Program, ihe Visiting Scholar Program 
awards. Pre-Docioral Fellowships, the 
Fulbright Teacher Exchange Program. 
The Hubert Humphrey Fellowship Pro¬ 
gram. lhe University Affiliations Pro¬ 
gram, and Fulbrighr-Hays Foreign Areas 
and Language Training Programs. 

The success of ihe Fulbright Program is 
difficult io measure, but also difficult to 
deny. At one point, senator Fulbright 
commented that the purpose of the pro¬ 
gram was simply "to acquaint Americans 
with the world as it is and to acquaint stu¬ 
dents and scholars from many lands with 
America as it is—not as we wish il were 
or as wc might wish foreigners to see it. 
but exactly as il is—which by my reckon¬ 
ing is an ’image' of which no American 


. need be ashamed." Since the program 
began, well over 200,000 people have 
been offered at least the opportunity to 
become well acquainted with anothcr’cul- 
ture and society and lo develop the empa¬ 
thy thar this acquaintance will usually 
bring. 

Moving beyond the self-evident bene¬ 
fits. professional and personal, that a 
Fulbright award brings to an individual, it 
can certainty be said that the Fulbright 
Program has contributed to the expansion 
of human knowledge. This has always 
been highly dependent on the opportuni¬ 
ties creative people have to broaden their 
experiences in contact with others who 
share their intellectual interests. The Fulb- 
right Program has enabled thousands of 
gifted young scholars to do this on an 
international scale. 

The Fulbright Program is enormously 
popular in Jordan, and Fulbrighter see 
themselves as students, lecturers, or 
researchers as part of a noble, larger pur¬ 
pose. During my visit to the States, as a 
Fuibrighier. 1 conducted a study and car¬ 
ried out a project aimed at developing 
computerized system to individualize cur¬ 
ricula and instructional materials 
designed to meet lhe special needs of 
gifted and talented students, and to pro¬ 
vide a door-way into a rich world that 
interests gifted and talented students and 
stimulates them. In addition, research in 
this area may be expected to benefit gen¬ 
eral education as well as special educa¬ 
tion, by uncovering new and salient 
aspects of such (new) educational tech¬ 
nology including computers. My project 
is cosponsored by Al al-Bayt University 
and the US-based National Research Cen¬ 
ter on the GifLed and Talented at the Uni¬ 
versity of Connecticut. ■ 
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Inter.Con ‘cleans up 
the world 9 

• AMMAN (Star)—Under die patron¬ 
age of Mr Ahmad Obddat Hotel In¬ 
terContinental Jordan sponsored the 
“Clean Up the World Campaign" held 
on Friday 27 September at Amman Na¬ 
tional Park in cooperation with Friedrich 
Nauman Foundation and the Jordanian 
Environmental Society. 

The hotel provided participants with 
T-shirts printed with its logo and the 
logo of die campaign. The In¬ 
terContinental later hosted a reception 
for the participants during which it re¬ 
ceived a special achievement award for 
its efforts in the campaign. 



The dialectics of sadness 


By Mu other Ham dan 

Star Staff Writer 

S adness is inherent. It is becoming a neces¬ 
sity. a language. The work of art be¬ 
speaks. on behalf of the artist, the modem 
world's agonies and its ever growing dis¬ 
crepancies. This is what the brush strokes of 
the Iraqi artist, Sami rah Abdel VVahab. creat¬ 
ed. Currently displayed at Baladna Art Gallery, 


v ' : -■• 




Abdel Wahab’s abstract creations, entitled 
Colored Silence, are loaded with meanings. 

The suggestiveness of the works lead the on¬ 
looker to a world of his own. A stream of mem¬ 
ories flow in mixing the different life experi¬ 
ences and thoughts together. The structure that 
results is quite complex that it should be ap¬ 
proached with a probing eye into details and 
different colors. 

'The state of happiness and joy hinders the 
artist's ability to 

I continue the pro¬ 
cess of creativity.'’ 
Abdel Wahab told 
The Star. She add¬ 
ed that sadness is 
a fertile source of 
ideas and emo¬ 
tions. 

The sadness 
that featured her 
paintings is cele¬ 
brated. It is not 
concealed or al¬ 
luded to, it is 
there in every 
stroke and color. 
This may well ac¬ 
count for her deci¬ 
sion to title her 
exhibition “Col¬ 
ored sadness." 
The sad and si¬ 
lence atmosphere 
she successfully 
moved on paper is 


one “that precedes the storm.” A feeling of 
contempt with a gruesome life will eventually 
cause a deeply heaving paintings to explode. 

“I did not intend silence to be a symbol of 
immovability. It is an ongoing process of con¬ 
templation that starts with self-searching and 
concludes with the absolute.” sbe stressed. 

A dual structure applied in her paintings 
gives a sense of the conflict between two con¬ 
tradictory ideas. According to Abdel Wahab, 
such structure reflects an internal dialogue. She 
added thar it is the viewer’s choice in die end 
to determine who the two sides are and how 
they feel towards each other. 

The different emotional contexts and charg¬ 
es impose themselves on the artists when 
choosing his or her colors. Not only black and 
blue are the most appropriate colors to express 
sadness or anger but there are also other col¬ 
ors. The distinctiveness of the black is its 
“comprehensiveness as it combines in itself 
all colors.” 

From the outset, A1 Wahab adopted the ex¬ 
pressive surrealistic style of painting. She 
said that “the apple figure I used is a symbol 
of a lost paradise.” She was really attempting 
to shed light on human suffering and sadness. 
The human figures, she added, as in one of 
her works. Paradise Lost, were painted with¬ 
out heads. Hie missing parts stand as an ex¬ 
pression of the incompleteness of the circle of 

“Any artist can develop through his or her 
own works," she said. 

The artist’s shift from surrealism to abstrac¬ 
tion is the outcome of a long experience in 



Abdel Wahab 

pursuit of truth. Abstract works are not hap¬ 
hazardly done as many can think but they are 
harder than any other form of ait. “I found 
that [ can express myself better through the 
abstract, but abstraction is not an end in it¬ 
self." 

Abdel Wahab is an accomplished Iraqi art¬ 
ist. She was bom in Baghdad and graduated 
from College of Economics and Administra¬ 
tion. She studied painting in the Fine Art Insti¬ 
tute and then held a large number of one-man- 
shows and group exhibitions around the world. 


The Dictionary of Art 

A comprehensive 
historical reference 


AMMAN fStarj—The artists and scholars 
of the world combined their efforts to pro¬ 
duce a 34-volume masterpiece. The Dic¬ 
tionary of Art is for the connoisseur, the 
researcher, curator, dealer and libraries. U 
is everything you wanted to know about 
art from the pre-history stage right up till 
the modem period. Jordanian artists who 
contributed articles to the dictionary in- 
ciud HRH Princess Wijdan. Moham¬ 
mad AJ Asad. Ad nan A1 Hadidi and 
Fawn Zayyadin. 

The dictionary is the brainchild of Mac¬ 
millan's. the London-based publishing 
house which, together with the help of 
6700 artists and scholars around the 
world, has been working on the text for 
the past |4 years. They are now able to of¬ 
fer the art world one of the best publica¬ 
tions complete with comprehensive docu¬ 
ments. perspectives and art-historical 
references. 

After publishing the successful New 
Gmve Dictionary of Music and Musicians, 
Macmillan's thought of publishing an ait 
work that would be equally panoramic. 
The Dictionary of Art, currently in the 
process of printing, will spare readers the 
efforts of looking in the library for differ¬ 
ent kinds of art books. 

The Dictionary of An tackles a wide 
range of art subjects that are written by 
specialise from 14 countries. The 41,000 
articles talphabetically orga-nized) touch 
upon art in the 
different 


social, political and cultural con¬ 
texts as the traditional aspects of 
art differ from one country to the 
other. The book gives the reader 
a clearer vision about the work 
of art in the context of the coun¬ 
try it is created in. 

The artistic movements and 
theories of art are highlighted at 
length. The dictionary shows 
how these developed and who 
promoted them. A section is de¬ 
voted to the decorative arts mak¬ 
ing the dictionary the first refer- ' 
ence to “integrate the study of 
the decorative art with the de¬ 
fined fine arts.” said . Jane 
Turner, the editor of the works. 

Some 800 articles of the book 
shed light on the importance of 
the themes, forms and subject 
matters in art 

The dictionary has a visual library that 
consists of a large number of images 
“not found in the standard reference 
sources." About 15000 illustrations turn 
the dictionary into “the largest single col¬ 
lection in any art-historical publication." 
Readers will find what they want in this 
publication easily as it has a 900-page in¬ 
dex. The. indexed topics include people 
(artists patrons, collectors, writers), or¬ 
ganizations (workshops, partnerships, 
factories, and manufactures), places 

(towns, vil¬ 





lages, sites, churches, temples, tombs, 
houses, shrines, gardens, etc) and other 
subjects (styles, art forms, materials, 
techniques, theories, concepts etc). 

The civilizations of the world, artists, 
unearthed archaeological sites, architec¬ 
ture, countries' traditions are all docu¬ 
mented in details. Researchers can great¬ 
ly benefit from the 300.000 
bibliographic entries of the book. 

According to the editor, the Diction¬ 
ary of Art not only presents the most up- 
to-date scholarship and research but also 
accurately reflects recent changes that 
have dramatically reshaped the political 
map of the world. “The world and our 
view of It have changed dramatically in 
the last 25 years and just as the politi¬ 
cal map of the globe has been redrawn 
so, too, have the boundaries of art 
Old assumptions have been ques¬ 
tioned, opinions revised, new facts 
brought to light and whole new areas 
explored for the first time.” ■ 


Presenting wedding traditions 
around the world 


AMMAN (Star)—A colorful 
function entitled Wedding Tra¬ 
ditions Around the World was 
held 9 October at the Antra Ho¬ 
tel under the patronage of HRH 
Princess Sarvath El Hassan. 
The show, organized by the Pa¬ 
kistan Embassy in conjunction 
with the Young Muslim Wom¬ 
en Association fYMWA), was 
a fund charity event for the 
Young Muslim Women Asso¬ 
ciation of Jordan. 

About 25 embassies and 
people of different nationalities 
and Jordanian designers partic¬ 
ipated in the event. The partici¬ 
pants and groups presented a 
tableau each of the wedding 
ceremony held in their coun¬ 
tries. 

The show included the cos¬ 
tumes and ceremonial acts and 
gestures accompanied by the 
traditional music of the country 
or region. An orderly sequence 
of presentation mode the two- 


hour ceremony a real 
pleasure. It ended with a 
raffle draw with lots of 
attractive prizes includ¬ 
ing three air tickets of¬ 
fered by Pakistan Inter¬ 
nationa] Airlines, Qatar 
Airways and Royal Jor¬ 
danian. 

It was the first time 
that such a show present¬ 
ed in Jordan receives 
such a big attendance. 

Seats were sold out sev¬ 
eral days before the 
event. A gala evening 
and entertainment added 
a special flavor. 

The Pakistani Ambas¬ 
sador’s wife. Mis Meher 

Naqvi personally super-_ 

vised and planned the Princess Sarvath (right), and Princess Rahma (left) with Mrs Naqvi 


event. 

In her welcoming speech, 
Mrs Naqvi expressed her 
thanks and appreciation to Prin¬ 
cess Sarvath and assured full 


support to the noble work of 
the YMWA. The secretary of 
the YMWA, in her speech also 
paid tributes to Her Royal 


Highness in supporting the ac¬ 
tivities of the Association in the 
fields of special education and 
women's training. ■ 


Sweiss honored as 
human rights activist 

AMMAN (Star)—The 
Jordan Writers Associa¬ 
tion recently awarded Dr 
Sleiman Sweiss, the 
Munthcr A nabtawi Prize 
For Human Rights. Hie 
prize was given to Mr 
Sweiss last week daring' 
the annual ceremony of 
the association in honor 
or the winners of the asso¬ 
ciations 1 prizes. 

Mr Sweiss is a human 
rights activist who has 
participated in work¬ 
shops, lectures and writ¬ 
ten profusely on the sub¬ 
ject. Together with 
Jordanian educational¬ 
ists, Mr Sweiss is studying 
and analyzing the con- Sweiss 
texts of school textbooks with regards to human rights. 

Mr Sweiss was born in Faheis in 1950 and obtained his 
Phd in Sociology from the Sorbonne University in Paris. In 
1979 he and others formed committees for the defense of 
democratic freedoms in Jordan. He became a member of 
Amnesty International In 1990 and a member of the admin¬ 
istrative committee of the Arab Human Rights Organiza¬ 
tion in 1992. Since 1994, Mr Sweiss presented a weekly 
radio program in Arabic on the subject of human rights. ■ 

ICS children 
discover the horrors 
of pollution in Aqaba 

AMMAN (StarV— 
dren at the later- 

national Coirnnu- ^ 

to the rest of the 

needed to share | 

their school mates. 

The students are presently doing environment studies but they 
were unaware of the extent of the pollution in Aqaba. The 
beaches, the underwater world and the palm groves are all in a 
serious danger. Most of the children were unaware of just how 
amazing the treasures that tie beneath the waves in the Red Sea 
really are. Exquisite slides by Mohammed AI Momany, photo¬ 
graphs by JaHa Reuiholt, posters, books and other relevant items 
lent by HRH Basma Ali Nayef Al Hasshem added another 
dimension to the children’s learning. 

The children also performed a play on the fragile ecosystem in 
Aqaba. Heart felt poetry describing what could happen if pollution 
continues to ravage our planet left the parents amawt at just bow 
how much their children were aware of the problem. Princess 
Basma Ali. chairperson of the executive board of JREDS and a 
former ICS pupil herself, enjoyed the children's presentation 
which was alive, fresh and real. 

It was written acted and initiated by the children who are aged 
between 10 and 11 years old. The eyes of the nursery children 
were wide with wonder and disbelief, and questions like “why do 
adults pollute” were their genuine concern. Children learning from 
their peers really grasp the message. ■ 


0 10 Child abuse: the 

OCtopDQQfa responsibility of ait 

_ By Osama 

TWO LOCAL news items this week shocked Both 
to do with child abuse and both highlighted the gra 

this problem in our society. u-.r-.veh 

One item said that a father of a five-year-o d Ashratayen 
girl was being questioned by the police for allegedly p y® 1 
cally abusing his child. The report said the girl, who 
examined try doctors, suffered bruises and lacerations 
her face, back, arms and legs. The father’s motives* as 
having one that could justify his crime, were frivolous, 
am not sure if the law in this country is harsh enough on 
such people. But what 1 do know is that the damage mat 
this so-called father inflicts on his child exceeds physical 
pain, which is treatable. The scars that last for a lifetime 
are the emotional ones. Child abuse is just now becoming a 
public issue in Jordan and other societies in transition. For 
decades it has been taken for granted, a right that falls with¬ 
in the prerogative of parents and even school teachers. The 
irony is that some parents used to object to corporal punish¬ 
ment at school only to indulge in physical abuse of their 
own children at home. 

The second item which caught my attention is about a 
mother and a father who disposed of the body of their 10- 
month-old baby by platting it in a suitcase and leaving it in 
front of a mosque in Aqaba. Police were able to track down 
the parents who said their baby daughter was bom sick and 
frail and since they had failed to register the birth and 
could not pay the hospital bills when the child Anally died 
disposing of her body the way they did seemed the most 
appropriate course of action. 

I see this a real tragedy for all; for the parents and for 
our society as well. One cannot sympathize with the par¬ 
ents who should never have abandoned their child. But at 
the same time one feels sick that social and economic pres¬ 
sures could force a lather and a mother to leave their child 
to die without even attempting to provide her with proper 
medical care. Here l think we all, as a community, share in 
the abuse. 

For most of us the image of a helpless child being 
whipped or beaten by an adult, particularly if that adult is a 
relative, is daunting, it elicits feelings of anger, disgust and 
determination to do something about iL On the other hand, 
we most all realize an equally horrible form of abuse is the 
one practised by the community at large. When a child 
sleeps without supper, or is forced to leave school to help 
his parents, or is denied basic needs that we all strive to 
provide to our own children. That kind of abuse, in ray 
view, also leaves indelible mark on the child's character. 
We cannot deny our responsibility !■ 


By GARY LARSON 



Qrca 1500 AD- Horses are Introduced to America 



“Hold on mere! I think you misunderstood— 
I’m Al TUIey _ the bum.” 


Exhibitions 

■ Works by Ghada Dahda- 
leb at The French Cultural 
Center, continues till 29 
October. 

■ Works by Shreefa Hind 
Bin Nasser at Jordan Arts 
and Crafts Center/ 
Artbana, continues between 
18 November till 18 
December. 

■ Exhibition and Sale of 
lithographs by David Rob¬ 
erts, old postcards and pho¬ 
tographs on Jerusalem, at 
Um.Ei KniMiiim, right off 


the Airport highway, on 
way to Arabian Horse Cl 
first left at the top of 
hill. Friday 18 OctoJ 
from 11 am onwards. 

■ Works by Nabeel Shi! 
deh, at Darat al Fnm 
continues till 13 Novemb 

■ Exhibition by Muha 
mad Nasrallah. at Darat 
Poniin, opened on 
November. 

Concerts 

■ Trio Thierry Robin 
The French Cultural Cc 
ter, 20 October, at 8 p 
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Amman cinemas 


»Philadelphia (tel: 634149): 

Judgment Night 
Plaza (tek 699238): 

Nasser *56 ( Arabic) 
Concord I (tek 677420): 

The Scarlet Letter 
Concord U (tek 677420): 

French Kiss, at&oopm 
Heat, at 3:304:45 


Celebs 




Programs on JTV 
from 12-18 October 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:05—Adventures of Mickey 

and Donald 

2:30— Bold and Beantifol 
2:45—-Just The Job 
3:00—French Program 
4:00—Gillette (sports) 

4:30—Chris Cross 

5:00—News F lash 

5:02—Futures (Educational) 

5:15—Blue Heelers 

6 : 00 —French Programs 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Something Wilder 
8:01—New Literacy (Doc) 

8 JO—Prism 

9:10—Lois and Clarke 
1040—News at Ten 
1030—Return to Lonesome 
Dove (Best Seller) 

12:00—Feature: Bom on the 
Fourth of July, Starring: Tom 
Cruise ami Willem Dafoe 

SUNDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Fievefa American Tails 
2:30—Yon Bet Your Life 
3:00—French Programs 
440—World Net (Doc) 
430—The Famous Five 
540—News Flash 
5:02—Our world, Their world 
5:15—Search and Rescue 
6:00—French Programs 
730—News Headlines 
735—Fresh Prince of Bel Air 


8:01—Auto Classics 
830—Album Show 
9:10—Blacke’s Magic 
1040—News at Ten 
1030—Madson 
11:15—Miami Vice 
1240—Yes Minister 

MONDAY 

240—Holy Koran 
2:05—Muppet Show 
230—Bold and Beautiful 
3:00—French Program 
440—Nature’s Inventions 
4:30—Hey Dad 
5:00—News Flash 
6:00—French Progr a ms 
730—News Headlines 
735—Rosanne 
841—Disaster Chronicle (Doc) 
830— tWnn | fWiBj rS nr tw i i 
9:10—The Lazarus Man 
1040—News at Ten 
1030—Return to LonesomeDore 
11:15—Bodies Of Evidence 
1240—Dad’s Army 

TUESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Budgie (Cartoon) 

2:20—Adventures on The 
Rainbow Pood 
230—I Love Lucy 
3:00—French Program 
440—At The Zoo 
430—AIT 
540—News Flash 
542—Fun with Physics 
6:00—French Programs 
730—News Headlines 



WiS Smith in Fresh Prince of Bel Air, Sunday at 735pm 


735—Murphy Brown 
841—Magazine Zero-One 
830—Encounter 
9:10—Star Trek 
10:00—News at Ten 
1030—China Beach 
11:15—Mission Impossible 
12:00—Are You Being Served 

WEDNESDAY 

240—Holy Koran 
2:05—Moppet Show 
230—Bold and Beautiful 
340—French Programs 
440—Earth Revealed 
430— Blizzar d Island 
5:00—News Flash 
542—The Adventurers 
530—KeBy 

640—French Programs 
730—News Headlines 
735—The Four Seasons 
8:01—Super Stars of Action 
830—Challenges 
9:10—NBA 
1040—News at Ten 
1030—Bugs (Drama) 

11:15—Hart To Hart 
1240—Who Is The Boss 


THURSDAY 


2:00—Holy Koran 
245-Iris 

2:15—Orid and the Gang 
230—Take Your Pick 
340—Covington Cross 
330— Feature Film: Some- 
dung For Joey starring, Gera- 
dine Paget and Marc Singer 
5:00—News Flash 
542— Continuation of Film 
530—French Programs 
730—News Headlines 
735—UN Facts 
841—American Chart Show 
830-Material World 
9:10—KungFu 
1040—News at Ten 
1030—Feature Film: Survive 
the Savage Sea, Starring Rob¬ 
ert Urich and Ali Mgcraw 
12:00—Taratata 

FRIDAY 

240—Holy Koran 
245—Iris 

2:15—Moppet Show 
230—Playabout 
340—See How They Grow 
3:15—French Programs 
4:10—Crystal Maze 
540—News Flash 


542—Name Your Adventure 
730—News Headlines 
735—Documentary 
841—Secret Weapons 
830—Hunter 
9:10—VJL5, The Virtual 
Reality (science Fiction) 

1040 News at Ten 
1030—Classic 
MoviezWeswart The Woman 
Starring: Robert Taylor and 
Denise Darcel 
1240—Family Matters 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANCAIS 

SAMEDI 

3:00—Docamentaire 

La France aux 1000 
villages 

330—Emission jeunesse 
FStedes b£>6s 
640—S£rie 
Jade 

740—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Zva 

D1MANCHE 


0 Sharon Stone . 
attending a 

ceremony held 29 
September in Para 
celebrating the 
100th wedding 
anniversary of the 
famous jewellers 
Van Cleef and 
EsteUa Arpelsu. 
Stone had come 
along with other 
famous 

personalities to 
admire the 

exhibition of some 
of the biggest 
diamonds in die 
world. 



Cajou 
330—Divertissement 

Week-ends sp6daux 
•Peter Gabriel * 
640—Magazine . 

Faut pas rever 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports el musique 

LUND] 

340—Vari£t£s 
L'integrate 
•Eddy Mitchell» 
330—Documenlaire 

Travelling gourmet 
6:00—Magazine 
Casaopfe 
740—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 


MARDI 

340—Dessins amm£s 
3:15—Magazine 
Montague 

•Citadelle d'al t i t ud e * 
6:00—S£rie 

La lumifee des justes 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Extra large 

MERCRED 

340—Jeux 

Pyramide 
330—S6rie 

Lcs compagnons de 
1'aventnre 

640—Magazine 

Ushuala 

7:00—Le Journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

JEUDI 

530—Divertissement 
Le monde est 
& vous 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Atomes crochus . 

VENDREDf 

3:00—Emission jeunesse 
L’dcole des fans 
530—Magazine 

Envoyfi special 


| Programs are snbject to change by JTV"| 


Video releases 

“DARKBREED" (PM, $89.95): The bizarre ending tn a 
space mission generates many mysteries, which an investi¬ 
gator (Jack Scaba) is intent on solving, in this science- fiction 
melodrama. Six astronauts who were aboard tbe flight can’t 
be located... and what ultimately has happened to them could 
spell disaster for the rest of the human race. Jonathan Bonks 
(“Wiseguy") and Robin Curtis also are featured. ** (R: AS, 
P.V) 

“THE FINAL CUT * (Republic. $96.16): Tbe tide might 
imply a story about tbe film industry, but in fact, the “cut" is 
that made by a bomb-defusing expat in this melodrama 
(originally shown on HBO). Sam Elliott stars in the Lite 
about a villain who holds Seattle in the grip of terror with his 
explosives-rdated drills: also in the cast are Charles Martin 
Smith, "Mad. About You's'’ Anne Ramsay and Amanda 
Plummer. ** (R: AS, P, V) 

COMING SOON: “THE CRAFT' (Columbio/TriStar, 
Oct 22): Several young sorceresses combine powers, with 
surprising results; Neve Campbell ("Party of Five") and 
F&iruza Balk star. (R) 

“MULTIPLICITY" (Columbia/IriSmr. Ocl 22): Michael 
Keaton plays a man who clones himself to keep up with fam¬ 
ily and work; Andie MacDowell co-stars. (PG-13) 

. "ERASER" (Warner.. Ocl 29Y Arnold Schwarzenegger 
sors as a federal marshal aiding people in the Witness Pro¬ 
tection Program, including Vanessa Williams. (R) 

FAMILY VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS, udult situa¬ 
tions; N. nudity; P, profanity ; V. violence; GV, particularly 
graphic violence. 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE 



ACROSS 
1 Yearn 
S Best part 
10 Restaurant 

14 Wind 

15 Ronstadlot 
song 

16 Ephntous— 

17 Poker stake 

18 Of birds 


IS Salon 
treatment, 
far short 
20 Scorned 
22 Notwde- 


24 Mutfitude 

25 CaTs paw 

26 A science 

29 Cave n 

33 Smootis 

34 Learner 

35 Ctoth for 
dusting 

36 Shpsftape 

37 Ferivne 
fatale 


38 Playing card 

39 G.P.S 

40 More 
rational 

41 Subsequently 

42 Features of 
churches 

44 Road 

45 Tefls 
untruths 


46 Old pronoun 

47 Grown ones 
50 Shoes 

54 Like a sage 

55 Tooth 

57 — podrida 

58 In excess 

56 Came lobe 
60 Newspaper 


61 Loafs wife 

62 Bts 

63 Sticky fruit 

DOWN 
1 Schoot 
stabr. 


2 Solid figure- 

3 Successes 

4 Massive 
animal 

5 Elegant 

6 Bolt tor an E 
beam 

7 Oklahoma 
dty 

8 Nabokov title 

9 Stringed 
instrument 

10 Dome 

11 Freshly 

12 Ermine end 
other 

ISEntaita l nment 
award 

21 Charged 
particles 

23 Croissant 

25 Drunkard 

26 Makes 
crookBd 

27 Manifest 

28 Tantelza 

29 Makes 

O B96. TtJbsur Mat* Service* 


heatery 

again 

30 Lying flat 

31Wofcesterstire 
.for one 

32 Heron 

34 Longs 

37 Store worker 

36 Certain fuel 

40 Rod for 
roasting 

41 Printing term 

43 —Queen 

44 Coasts 

46 Browned 
bread 

47 Missing 
sokfier 

48 Prima donna 

49 Sec o ndhand 


50 Current 

51 Ueoiexie 

52 Dismounted 

53 Appraise 
56 Mineral 

earth 


□non noncin nnnn 
nnnn □□□□□ nnnn 
annn nnnan nnnn 
□□□nnsnn onnnan 
name nnnn 
nonnno nnnnnenn 
nnann nnnnn nan 
nnnn annnn nnnn 
nnm nnnnn oonnn 
□□nnnnns nnnnnn 
nnna onnin 
nonnnn nnnnnnnn 
□non nnnnn nnnn 
□non nnnnn nnnn 
onnn anann nnnn 
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—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: It'll be harder to 
express yourself verbally, but easier 
to concentrate. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). You 
need a good team and a good partner 
to win the match. The pressure’s 
growing and fees demand your full 
attention. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). You’ll 
have more time to meet with your 
friends soon. A deadline looms, so 
finish old weak now. 

Gemini (May 21-Jime 21). Start 
all the intellectual endeavors you’ve 
been considering — don't wait! 
You'll get a new assignment that gets 
in die way of your own pursuits. 

Cancer (Jane 22-Jnly 22). You 
may find more money, if you do the 
research. Hold off on a decision — 
it’s more likely to go your way later. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Get help 
from a technical expert to solve the 
problem. Study your financial situa¬ 
tion and you may find a workable 
solution. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Give 
yourself extra time for a difficult 
assignment You may be attracted to 
a sensitive person. Follow through on 
that thought — you may make a 
friend for life. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). If 
you're smart, which you are, you’ll 
start your big writing prefect. Do the 
research. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Stall 
on everything important You are 
magnificent Do everything you've 
ever wanted to do — or at least begin 
it 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Offer your skills and push your team 
to victory. Your friends may tty to 
help, but you'll be stuck with the 
main responabflity. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Janu 19). Ask 
your boss for a raise. You can figure 
out what a flaky perron wants, if you 
concentrate. Attend as many parties 
as possible. Tbe odds are good youH 
meet'Mr. or Ms. Right 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 
Begin your big project; you can’t 
afford to wait any longer. Put a down 
payment on your dream vacation. An 
older person's whim costs you 
money. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Private 
information can help you get the 
money you need. You're getting 
stronger, so ask for what you. want 

IT You’re Having a Birthday 
TUs Week; Love leads to amazing 
new possibilities. Be willing to try 
something oatrageous. 

O »94. Tribune MoS. Scnrtoes 




Hunk Before You Act 
ITani 


By Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirsch 

North-South, vulnerable- West deals. 

NORTH 
A 64 
K2 

K865 
+ AKJ72 


margin of comfort. Tbe outcome was 
felicitous. 


WEST 

4AJ1072 

AQJ98 

J7 

49 


EAST 

*Q9S 

76 

Q1042 
+ 10863 


SOUTH 
+ K83 
•V 1054 3 
A93 
+ Q54 
The bidding: 

West North East 
1 + 2 + 

3NT 


South 

2NT 


Opening lead: Queen of 7 
Even beginner’s textbook has a 
table of opening leads, and by and 
large these are correct. West fol¬ 
lowed tbe book slavishly, and learned 
that even textbooks can be wrong 
sometimes. 

Once South showed a spade stop¬ 
per and interest in game. North had 
ample values to accept even though a 
sixth club would have provided a 


Afraid that the opponents had 
spades doubly stopped, West elected 
to a ttack with a heart and made the 
textbook lead of tbe queen. 
Dummy’s king won and South could 
count eight tricks. The ninth would 
have to cock from an endplay. 

Declarer cashed all seven minor 
suit winners, coming down to the 
guarded king of spades and 10 x x in 
hearts. On toe last club West had to 
discard from A 10 7 in spades and A 
J 9 of hearts. Regardless of what 
West pitched, a heart to the ten would 
conrofete toe endplay, and the king of 
spactes would be the fulfilling tridc. 

With a sure entry in the ace of 
spades, the textbook lead was far 
from best in this situation. Tbe cor¬ 
rect lead is the ace of hearts. If 
dummy turns up with two or three 
hearts headed by the ten. West con¬ 
tinues with tbe queen and must score 
four tricks in the suiL Similarly, if 
there are three hearts to the king on 
the board, declarer again continues 
with the queen, hi these cases an ini¬ 
tial lead of the queen would have 
worked equally welL 

Where the opening leader gains is 
when the cards are distributed as in 


and the ace of spades regardless of 
how declarer maneuvers. 


TRUE! 


By Daryl Cagle 



President Kexmedy’s cold war declara¬ 
tion, “Ich bin em Berimer,” really means, 
“I am a jelly doughnut,” because he 
improperly used the word “ein.” Fora 
moment, the crowd, in West Berlin, 
thought he was a joke.” 
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Distrust is a self-fulfilling 
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prophecy; if you look hard 

And save f r 

enough, eventually you will 


find someone who will 

Name: ! 

betray you. 

Position* 

Death is tbe great equaliz- 

Company: - 

er. 

Address: * 

Those who like to find 
fault are displeased by per- 
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fection. 
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Generosity is a-good raea- 
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Prince Faisal opens 
j International Motor Show ‘97 


• Cutting the 
ribbon. 

HRB Prince 
Faisal strolls in 
the hall after he 
opened 

Jordan's Motor 
Show *97 


1 /-MMAN 'Stun—His Royal Highness Prince Faisal Bin 
Hussein opened last Monday the International Motor 
i r-'/ow 97 . which is being held at the Amman Interna- 
j ::nal Motor Show between October 24-20. 

The activities of the show are held daily from 10 am to 
] i'. ! pm. A targe number of motor fans are paying a visit 

:) ir. w hat is seen as the largest show in the country. There 

j :re 26 local car importing companies as well as spare- 
j :«arts dealers that are participating in the event 
,i The Director of the Amman International Motor 
3 .-how. Mr Mohammad Kheir said that the show is annu- 
1 ally organized and over the past years it gained an 
j 'jnparalied reputation regarding the quality of cars 
displayed. 

\ The show is aimed at keeping the public informed of 
'1 :he latest developments in motor technology and giving 
;hem an opportunity to see the types of cars that are 
'1 available, their prices, and the services they have. Mr 
} Kheir added. 

>1 The management of the .Amman International Motor 
1 show is working closely with the General Association of 
| Car Agents. 9 



Under the patronage of His Royal Highness 
PRINCE FAISAL BIN AL-HUSSEIN 


in 


i va>. 



15 - 20 / 10/1996 


Daily from 1 0.00 am - 1 0.00 pm 
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Amman International Motor Show 

Airport Highway 
Tel. 7142 ]] -Fax. 715311 


Motor Show ‘97: 

Main event 
for car 
dealers and 
enthusiasts 



Mohammad A1 Zaro 

THE ANNUAL Motor Show 
which opened last Tuesday at 
the Amman International 
Motor Show, is considered by 
many as the main event on the 
car dealers agenda. 

The fierce competition 
between car agencies has been 
gaining more "horsepower” 
more than ever before. There 
is the introduction of a wide 
range of new models 
targeting the different 
segments of Jordan’s 
small yet dynamic 
car market. This is in 
addition to special 
offers, bargains and prizes. 

The first beneficiary of the 
show is as usual the consu¬ 
mers. Strolling through the 
show potential customers seem 
to be enjoying the diversity of 
well-equipped cars that arc 
sold at competitive prices. 


The motor show this year 
was supposed to witness the 
debut of a range of new models 
bearing the tri-star symbol of 
Mercedes Benz. 

Because of some logistical 
reasons, the leading German 
car maker is not participating. 
However, there are plenty of 
other stars. The 
other German 
siam. 


Another European car that is 
receiving a great deal of admi¬ 
ration in the Jordanian market 
is the Rover 400. 

A car of comfort, style and 
prestige, what distinguishes the 
British built Rover is its 
smooth performance as the 
award-winning 2.0 liter engine 
I the 420si ). 

The Japa- 



BMW is there in full swing. 
Presenting an all new model. 
BMW has the latest 5-series on 
show presenting the innovative 
face of technology in the car 
world today. 


e Nissan’s wing is featuring 
among the other new models 
the latest Maxima. This is a 
saloon family car at a price that 
is verv affordable. 


Toyota has a new model to 
uncover. Paseo is a small 
sports car with a unique per- 
jonah'fy at a really competitive 
price. 

Hyundai, the market leader 
is presenting its family of cars 
focusing on the new coupe. 
This is another challenge by 
the up and coming Korean car 
industry’ that is aiming at enter¬ 
ing the ranks of the well estab¬ 
lished European and Japa¬ 
nese car industries. 

The visitor to the 1997 
Motor show is getting his 
money’s worth. It has more 
than 20 wings featuring cars, 
accessories, and associated 
products under one roof. The 
show continues till 20 Octo- 
bcr.H 

Mr Al Zaro is the editor of 
the Amman-based Auto 
Motor 


• Jordan’s Motor Show 
‘97 is the place to be this 
year, for many cars are 
appearing on the scene. 
And not all of the them 
are imported. Jordan is 
becoming a car 
manufacturer, or more 
precisely T it is starting to 
assemble cars. The first 
of such motors is the 
Range Rover Discovery. 
The Land Rover is the 
first of its kind to be 
assembled outside 
Britain. The proud 
makers in Jordan are 
Asid A. Malhas & Sons, 
Abedel [Uah & Ali Co. 
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With more oomph, Hyundai 
could be a contender 


By Paul Dean 

LA Times-Wtishiatsx-n Pos; 

New* Sen-tee 

HYUNDAI IS tin j roll toward 
respectability, with the 1996 
Elantra station wagon. its jaun¬ 
tiest. curnfinl. heM-looking 
low-bucks vehicle to dale 

Not had lor a subcumpacl 
built in South Korea, a republic 
famous for "kimchi” souffles 
but infamous for producing rat¬ 
tling misfits that would be con¬ 
sidered dubious bargains il 
buyer incentives included 
10,000 frequent flier miles par 
breakdown. You'd be vacation¬ 
ing in Monte Carlo the first 
week. 

Early Elaruras wal¬ 
lowed with the worst of 
them and were hung, 
drawn and quartered by 
critics lor being raucous 
and snail-powered with 
an automatic transmis¬ 
sion that jolted occu¬ 
pants to the point of 
whiplash. 

But this Elantru wagon, gen¬ 
erally, is u hoot. 

Louks come close to being a 
Ford Contour cuddling a baby 
bullfrog. The form is attractive 
—quirky from this angle, 
almost voluptuous in that light 
—and far from being just 
another boring Asian soap bub¬ 
ble. There's also a very serious 
roof rack that might have been 
borrowed from a Buick Road- 
master and could double as car¬ 
rying handles in tight parking 
situations. 

For less than $16,000 you 
gel the stuff of little BMWs. 
HU steering and dual air bags. 
Independent front and rear sus¬ 
pension. Alloy wheels and 
cruise control. Power windows, 
mirrors and locks. Air condi¬ 


tioning and a six-speaker sound 
vvslem Am! .mi i- lock 
brrkes for a Jew bucks more 
Handling falls a feu raised 
eyebrow j beneath unbelievable 
for a car of this purpose in this 
shrunken price ranee Think 
Honda, think Tuyut.i Then 
give Hyundai credit lor work¬ 
ing a concert of changes tu the 
underpinnings—1 torn that inde¬ 
pendent suspension with stabi¬ 
lizer bars iu a multi-link system 
al the rear—and caretully cali¬ 
brated tu keep die car 
tight and firm and 
free 


Fur no matter what 
improvements Hyundai has 
been making to styling, crea¬ 
tine comforts and ancillary 
mechanicals, its power trains 
remain mine embarrassing 
than a bases-loaded walk. 

From earlier drives abuard 
Hyundai's Accent. SonjI.i and 
Ireshman niantras, we .suspect 
the trouble may lurk with the 

irans 


the brakes fur whippet starts. 
Yet 12.3 seconds was the very 
best rime fui accelerating to 
till rnph. 

And that's an average >wn 
seconds slower than times we 
have posted with Neon. 
Escort, Saturn. Corolla and 
linpreza. 

\Vc switched to an Elantra 
sedan—220 pounds lighter 
than the wagon—with a 5- 
speed manual l hat 
typically 

squee/ 



of wayward repositioning 
whether its maneuvering he 
mundane or emergency. 

The Elantra wagon has 
brakes that woulJ stop a barge. 
Rack and pinion puwer steering 
keeps the car precisely where 
poimed without a hint of ro.iJ 
surface or weight-transfer wan¬ 
derlust. So the driving experi¬ 
ence becomes a succession of 
questions to self: 

■ Are we sure the rock- 
base version of this wagon 
costs only S 14.001)7 

■ Has part-owner Mazda 
become a full partner in 
Hyundai and rehndped n 62ft? 

■ Is this, tn fact, a 
Hyundai? 

The latter, sadly, remains 
an easy answer. 


mission. No mailer mechani¬ 
cal or automatic, once worked 
by Hyundai they simply never 
seem to deliver peifiiniuiiee 
promised by the horsepower. 

In the 1**96 Elantra, oomph 
has been elevated to 130 
horsepower. That’s two ponies 
less than a base Dodge Neon 
sedan, but more power! ul than 
other subcumpact wagons: 
Ford’s Escort (NO horse* 
powcri, Saturn (124). Toyota 
Corolla (105) and Subaru 
Imprcza (110). Ami torque 
delivered by Elantra is super¬ 
ior to all but Neon. 

We made several runs with 
a 4-speed automatic Elantra 
wagon. In both modes, sport 
and conventional, and wiih 
engine revs built high against 


cs oul quicker times Still, its 
best run to 6U mph was only 
IU5 seconds. That’s also inte¬ 
rior to the competition. 

Worse, the Elantra’s mid¬ 
range accelcrai ion from 4u 
mph to 70. oltcn the sudden 
call n| freeway travel, took 13 
seconds. That's just not 
enough to escape advancing 
semis or to catch the guy in 
the Passat who Hipped you off 
for dragging your butt in traf¬ 
fic and delaying his choco- 
martini. 

Again, we point a finger at 
the transmission because it 
slapped and whec/cd and 
hunted for the right gear or 
slipped into lethargy and 
manic-depression every lime 
wc kicked its ribs. 


Sebring is Chrysler’s 
touch of open-air class 


By Tom Incantalupo 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Sen-ice 

AMONG CHRYSLER Corp.'s 
smart moves in the 1 980s was 
to recognize the strong interest 
in convertibles that remained 
among Americans and to capi¬ 
talize on iL. Its K car-based 
LcBaron, introduced in 1982 
and the first mass-produced 
domestically built convertible 
since 1976, was a smashing 
success. 

Competitors soon followed. 
Ford revived the convertible 
Mustang a year later, and it 
quickly surpassed the LeBaron 
in sales. But the two, including 
an extensively changed though 
still K car-based LeBaron that 
debuted in I9S7, have led the 
pack since then. Today. Amer¬ 
icans buy more than half the 
convertibles sold in the world, 
or almost 200.000 a year. 

Whether the LeBaron's de¬ 
scendant. our subject for the 
day. expands the market even 
more remains to be seen, but it 
surely seems to be a belter car 
in every way. 

Introduced last spring as a 
‘9b model, the Sebring con¬ 
vertible is more of a luxury car 
than a sporty car. and. in that 
sense, carries on the LeBaron 
tradition. Chrysler says it is 
not intended to compete with 
muscle-car convertibles like 
the Mustang or roadsters like 
the Mazda Miata. Structural 

reinforcement is pretty good: 
there is some shuddering on 
bumps, as in most converti¬ 
bles. but our tester’s body usu¬ 
ally felt tight enough to justify 
Chrysler's claim of coupe-1 ike 
structural rigidity. Chrysler 
says this car was designed 
from the ground up as a con¬ 
vertible and is not a converted 
coupe, as are. some competi¬ 
tors. 

Two versions are offered: 
the JX, starting and the JXi, 
which we drove, starting at 
524,675 plus freight. 

The JX is available only 
w 'th a 2.4-liter. 150- 
horsepower four-cylinder en¬ 
gine; the JXi comes with that 
engine or an optional 2.5-Iiter. 


I6S-horsepower V-6. Our test¬ 
er had the latter, and. while it 
is not particularly quiet or 
pleasant-sounding, it works 
with the four-speed automatic 
transmission to deliver quick- 
enough starts and strong- 
enough passing power. But 
there arc occasions, such as 
lugging uphill, when the 2.5 
seems a bit overtaxed by the 
extra weight inherent in con¬ 
vertibles. 

The Sebring convertible is 
mechanically related to Chrys¬ 
ler's Citrus. Stratus and Breeze 
family of sedans, and not. as is 
the Sebring hardtop, to the 
Dodge Avenger and Mitsubi¬ 
shi Galant. 'rhe Sebring con¬ 
vertible is built in Mexico, (he 
hardtop alongside the Avenger 
and Galant by Mitsubishi in Il¬ 
linois. 

Air conditioning is standard 


in the JX, as arc a glass rear 
window with defroster, power 
windows and a six-speaker 
stereo radio. The JXi adds 
anti-lock brakes, wider tires on 
largcr-diametcr wheels, power 
locks with a remote controller, 
power driver's seat, leather 
seating surfaces, fog lamps, 
additional courtesy lamps, 
power mirrors, a better stereo 
with a cassette player and 
some other odds and ends. 

Inside, storage space is am¬ 
ple, with a deep, lidded center 
console, an open tray forward 
or the gear selector, and door 
pockets. You have a choice of 
two cup holders, or one cup 
holder and one ashtray insert. 

Although some space is lost 
to the top's storage compart¬ 
ment. the trunk is quite roomy. 
Storage space for people is 
generous, too, with a roomy 


rear seal—a rarity tn converti¬ 
bles. 

Unusual in any car is the 
seat-belt system anchored in 
the From seats instead of the 
pillars. Proponents say it's just 
as effective as the marc famil¬ 
iar standard-mounted system, 
and it has the clear advantage 
of making access to the rear 
seat easier. 

Options in the JXi are lew. 
including a he tier stereo and a 
CD player. 

The JXi also has a firmer 
"louring" suspension and a 
steering system that Chrysler 
describes quite accurately as 
"limi feel." Like the JX. it is 
speed-sensitive variable assist; 
their ratios arc the same. Our 
JXi's ride was on the firm side 
but far from uncomfortable. ■ 
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In the end you give up. give 
in to this mcctunical sedation, 
and give way to anyone who's 
getting cluse enough to give 
you a noogie. 

Onec back on us own terms 
and turl, the Elantra wagon 
loses its gruinpics anJ reverts to 
slow albeit pleasant companion¬ 
ship. Which translates to more 
cargo and people room by sev¬ 
eral cuboids than Ford Escort. 
Toyota Corolla, Subaru 
Impre/a or Saturn wagons. Or. 
thanks to 6(t/4(.) scats folding 

fiat, enough air space for a 
pair of mountain hikes and a 
big red dog. 

The rear hatch opens and 
rises c.isily and lifiovcr is 

low The interior—the 
bolstering unJ grasp of 
seats, the elc.ir view of 
instruments and shon 
reach to critical controls 
and buttons—is quite 
warm, and pleasantly 
covered with mid- 
quality plastics and 
fabrics. 

There's head, hip and shoul¬ 
der room aplenty with all 
dimensions a match or an 
improvement or. the coin peti¬ 
tion. Accommodations for 
maps, gloves, parking tickets 
and Fruppuccinos is generous. 
And there’s a net in the rear 
compartment so that Playmate 
coolers and the odd grapefruit 
do not ricochet. 

In the years ahead. Hyundai 
will broaden its range to Japa¬ 
nese and American levels. 
There's a minivan planned for 
1998. Also a compact sport util¬ 
ity. a coupe, a convertible—and 
South Korea's first luxury 
sedan with a 4.0-Iiter V-8. 

We trust that current trans¬ 
mission diseases aren’L mechan¬ 
ically iransmittublc. ■ 


Monitoring air pressure 
of the tyre is a necessity 
for safety 


LATEST STL’DIES conducted in Britain, 
revealed that nine cars out of 10 are driven on 
tyres either with a lower or higher air pressure 
than is the required standard 

If this pressure is not checked regularly, the 
driver could run the nsk of having an accident 
Both his life and the life of pedestrians will he 
in danger. 

"Rack Motors Assignation.’’ which carried 
out the studies explained that air pressure in 
the two-third of the tyres shat they have 
checked is five times 
higher than than the 
required standard iPSIi. 

Policemen and tyres’ 
experts think tha; the 
ceiling of this pressure 
should not exceed ?PSI 
(higher or lower than 
average recommended 
by the tyres 
manufacturer!. 

John Lee. a consul¬ 
tant in the "Tyres Dis¬ 
tributors Association" in 
Britain warns from the 
risks of driving the ear 
with lower or higher 
tyre pressure lhan the 
normal average. 

These risks most 
probably could lead 10 a 
disaster in the case of 
high speed. 

If the air pressure is only two units higher 
than average, the car dun is going faster will 
run the risk of swerving, the sudden shaking of 
the lyre and eventual erosion. 

The studies included air pressure tests of a 
sample of S0U0 cars. It showed that some who 
drove their cars while their tyre air pressure 
was lower or higher lhan required, had never 
checked the pressure in advance. 

However, about 22 percent said they make 
dwir usual test weekly, while 44 percent said 
that they check every month. 

The results of these studies produced a wide 
public response in Britain. A parliamentary 
committee even submitted a proposal to .the 
concerned authorities to use a "check air pres¬ 



sure in your iyrc.“guidance plates. 

Parliamentary members called on tyres man- 
utaciuriug companies to patronize this cam¬ 
paign because of its importance to reduce road 
accidents anj maintain sal cry for people on the 
aud. 

However, even if drivers give attention to 
checking or monitoring air pressure in their car 
ty res. they will still face another major prob¬ 
lem—the inaccurate monitoring equipment 
used to measure pressure at gas stations. 

Experts say the equip¬ 
ment is to blame for the 
lack of accuracy. They 
say that these stations 
must be supplied with 
more accurate 

apparatuses. 

An expert who mode a 
study on gauging air 
pressure at fuel stations, 
concluded that the inac¬ 
curacy in these equip¬ 
ments amounts to 2.5 
PSIS. while inaccuracy at 
others even reached 10 
PSIS. 

Experts recommended 
drivers to make a quar¬ 
terly checking of air pres¬ 
sure in the tyres, at least 
once a month. If the 
driver has no confidence 
in the equipments availa¬ 
ble at gas stations, he can buy his own monitor¬ 
ing instruments. 

The driver should bear in mind that the heat 
which results from the movement.of the tyre 
while driving a car leads to the expansion of air 
inside this tyre. Thus, the average of air pres¬ 
sure inside it will increase. 

Monitoring the pressure of the tyre after a 
shon period of stopping the car will give false 
data compared to the actual level. 

That's why lyre manufacturing companies 
recommend drivers to monitor pressure of the 
tyres before driving the car. dial is the time 
when the air inside the tyre is cold. ■ 
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Will Mazda’s sporty MX-6 be 

on road in future? 


Bv Tom Incantaiupo 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Sen-ice 


system and a six-speaker 
stereo with cassene player. 


SPORTY-CAR buyers are a 
notoriously fashion-conscious 
lot and a group whose ranks are 
thinning.'So. those types of 
cars have a short shelf life and. 


in some cases, a very uncertain 
ftjture. 

The Mazda MX-6 is an 
excellent example of that, as is 
its mechanical cousin, the Ford 
Probe. Sales of both have 
trailed off. and Mazda, at least, 
is thinking of killing its 
version. 

If you're a prospective 
buyer, that alone might divert 
you elsewhere: You might not 
want a car whose look is no 
longer fresh and whose future 
might be non-existent. Bui if 
your concern is pans availabil¬ 
ity in the future, you probably 
have little to worey about; the 
MX-6 is also a mechanical rela¬ 
tive of the Mazda 626. a sedan 
that is likely to be redesigned in 
coming years but not likely to 
be discontinued. 

And. there's an upside to 
consider in owning an MX-6: 
It's a really nice car. beautiful 
in our opinion, practical to live 
with, fun to drive. 

Not cheap by any means but. 
by today's standards, reason¬ 
able. Our tester was just about 
the most expensive 1996 ver¬ 
sion you can buy. an LS 
equipped with a V-6 engine, air 
conditioning, power sunroof, 
power windows and locks with 
a remote control, and an alarm 


A '97 model equipped 
the same way will cost you 
about two percent more, 
says Mazda, although firm 
1997 prices were not avail¬ 
able as this was written. 
Aside from its new price. 
Mazda says the MX-6 will 
have just’two chances for 
'97: It'll meet 1997 federal 
side-impact standards and 
have a formerly optional 
rear spoiler as standard 
equipment. 

Missing from our tester: 
anti-lock "brakes, available for 
SSOO in ‘96 LS models and 
S950 in ‘96 base models. And. 
many of you will want to order 
automatic transmission, availa¬ 
ble for $900 for '96. 

We won’t blame you for 
going Lhe automatic route, 
even in a sporty cor; we know 
how annoying a stick shift can 
get in heavy traffic, and we 
encountered plenty during our 
time with this MX-6. But if 
you're undecided, you'll find 
the MX-6's stick' an excellent 
one. although it's coupled with 
a clutch that isn't the easiest to 
get used to. 

If you C3ri live with the 
mediocre mileage ino belter 
than 26 mpg on the highway 
by EPA estimates), the V-6 is 
the engine of choice. It hauls 
this 2.800-pound car from a 
stop light with dispatch and. 
more important, does a great 
job of maintaining speed on 
long highway upgrades, it 



sounds good. too. with a tone 
that is authoritative without 
being intrusive. 

Adding the automatic trans¬ 
mission to this version 
decreases mileage by 5 mpg in 
the city and S mpg on the high¬ 
way. the EPA estimates. 

The more budget-conscious 
can order the basic MX-6. 
which has a 2-liter, four- 
cylinder engine producing 118 
horsepower. Both engines have 
four valves per cylinder, but the 
six runs best on premium 
unleaded, while the four can 
use the cheaper stuff. 

Both engines and transmis¬ 
sions are built in Japan, 
although the MX-6 is assem¬ 
bled alongside the 626 and Ford 
Probe in the jointly owned 
Ford/Mazda plant in Flat Rock. 
Mich. 

Helping make both versions 
of the MX-6 easy-handling is 
the standard variable-assist 
power steering, which is sensi¬ 
tive to engine speed. The ride is 
something else. While the fully 


independent suspension does a 
good job of soaking up bumps, 
ft and the tires produce a ride 
that was very harsh on wash- 
boarded pavement. 

Besides the V-6 engine, the 
LS has wider tires on larger- 
diameter, 15-inch wheels; four- 
wheel disc brakes instead of a 
disc/drum system; fog lamps: 
air conditioning: mud guards: a 
leather-wrapped steering wheel 
and shift knob; and a better 
stereo. (A fancier “M" edition 
of the MX-6 was built for a 
time during the ‘96 model 


year.) 

Overall, the interior is pretty 
typically Japanese in its appear¬ 
ance and functionality. We 
found the driver's seat shy on 
lower-back support—and lack¬ 
ing an adjustment for that—and 
this little problem on a short 
trip became a painful problem 
on a two-hour trip. 

The seat fabric in our gold- 
outside/beige-inside tester was 
some of the ugliest stuff we’ve 
seen in a car in a long lime. 


plain and blah. Needs some 
contrast, badly. 

The cupholder location is 
another minor annoyance: it’s 
directly in front of the driver's 
dashboard air vent, blocking 
the air flow, of course, and 
forcing you to close the vent if 
you want to both use the air 
conditioning and have your cof¬ 
fee stay hoL 

The trunk is fairly spacious 
for a sporty car. and storage 
space can be expanded by fold¬ 
ing the rear seatbacks forward. 
Not so good is the high liftover 
to load the trunk and the rela¬ 
tively short opening, the latter a 
result of the sharply raked rear 
window. 

Will that be changed for '98? 
Possibly. Or the MX-6 might 
be discontinued altogether, 
understandable in view of w'eak 
sales but still kind of a shame, 
depriving sporcy-car shoppers 
of one more very appealing 
choice. ■ 


The Acura 2.2cl is a car you 

can love or leave 


By Tom Incantalupo 

LA Times-Washington Post 
■ News Sen'ice 


ON ITS 10th anniversary. 
Honda's Acura division has 
introduced a model that will 
have a place in automotive 
history if not in your garage. 

Us place in history: The 
first car with a Japanese lux¬ 
ury nameplate to be entirely 
designed, engineered and 
manufactured in the United 
Slates. Yes. we know, so is 
the larger and more expen¬ 
sive Toyota Avalon, but Toy¬ 
ota does not consider its Toy¬ 
ota models luxury cars. 

The 2.2CL's place in your 
driveway will depend on 
whether you can get along 
any better than we did with 
the only engine available 
right now. a small four- 
cylinder that would work fine 
in Acura's cheaper and 
smaller Integra but that, for 
our .money, doesn't quite, cut 
it - in this 3,000-poundr^car^ ! 
especially considering''' ,h's .*•' 
luxury billing. 

The Integra, by the way. 
weighs S00 pounds less and 
comes with a four-cylinder 
engine offering almost the 
same horsepower—though 20 
fewer pounds-feet of torque. 

Our advice; Test drive 
before you buy and. if you 
agree with us but like the car. 
wait for. the 3.0-liter V-6. set 
to be available in the fall, 
even though it'll probably 
cost you about $4,000 mor.e. 

The emphasis here is 
decidedly on luxury. This is 
no sports car, but it's a ter¬ 
rific long-distance touring 
car. 

If you regularly carry rear- 
seaters, you’ll have to over¬ 
look a suspension that 
bounds and wallows annoy¬ 
ingly when that extra weight 
is aboard. If you normally 
carry only yourself and 
maybe a shotgun passenger, 
you'lj be a lot happier with 
the suspension and probably 
will appreciate a very com¬ 
fortable and very quiet ride. 

In case Honda's luxury car 
division has lost you with its 
recent model -name changes, 
here's a quick review: 

The cheapest Acura is the 
Integra. Next comes the CL. 
whose letters stand for con¬ 
temporary luxury. Then there 


is the Vigor's replacements, 
the 2.5TL and 3.2TL. both 
sedans. Finaliy, there is the 
3.5RL. which replaces the 
Legend. 

The CL—with an IS-inch 
length advantage—is signifi¬ 
cantly larger than the two- 
door Integra. It officially 
went on sale in March as a 
*97 model and is intended to 
appeal, says the press 
release, to maturing baby 
boomers seeking stylish 
transportation at an afforda¬ 
ble price. 

The “transportation" and 
“affordable" elements are 
here, ail right. As for stylish, 
well,. the only adventurous 
element of its styling is the 
taillights. Otherwise, the look 
is quite generic. 

The interior is equally 
uninspired aesthetically but 
at least it works pretty well, 
except for -some. aniiqyingJy 
Small and * fussy ' climate 
controls. 

.V;pne other gripe; No key- 
..ftdle'in the trunklid.' The lid 
can fae released via the 
remote (if its battery hasn't 
run down) or with the lever 
next to the driver’s seat. 

Acura says the keyhole 
was left out to keep the car’s 
hindquarters as stylistically 
clean as possible and also as 
an anti-theft measure. You 
can’t punch out a trunk lock 
that isn’t there. 

Anyway, the trunk is quite 
spacious and so is the rear- 
seating area, with a good deal 
of legroom even for adults. 

Both of the CL's engines 
will be built by Honda at its 
plant in Anna, Ohio. Both 
will have four valves per cyl¬ 
inder and Honda's “variable 
valve timing and lift elec¬ 
tronic control." or VTEC, 
system, which Honda says 
provides more even torque at 
a greater range of engine 
speeds. 

Both will use regular gas. 

Horsepower for the V-6, 
not yet announced. is 
expected to be about 200. 

The 2.2-liter engine can be 
ordered with a four-speed 
automatic for $800. buf if 
you’re one of the declining 
number of drivers who- prefer 
to do their own shifting, we 
think yo’ll find a standard 
five-speed stick to your 
liking. 


The six-cylinder CL will 
come with automatic trans¬ 
mission only. 

Standard in all versions 
will be anti lock brakes. 205/ 
55 tires on 16-inch cast alu¬ 
minum alloy wheels, a 
power-operated driver's seat, 
a trunk pass-through to allow 


long items to extend into the 
rear passenger area, a six- 
speaker stereo with in-dash 
compact disc player, auto¬ 
matic he3t and air- 
conditioning system, height- 
adjustable steering wheel, 
cruise control, power win¬ 
dows and locks, power 


moonroof and keyless entry. 

A “premium package" that 
will be available either with 
the four- or six-cylinder 
engines includes leather on 
the seats and door panels and 
a couple of other odds and 
ends. ■ 
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FOR YOUR WORLD 




AFTER A GRUELLING 3 MILLION KM TEST DRIVE IN THE TOUGHEST CONDITIONS 
AROUND THE WORLD, THE WORLD CAR IS READY FOR YOU TO SEE TODAY. 
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SONATA enjoys the latest 
engineering as represented by its 
high-powered capability 




It comes with the latest safety 
equipment and an ABS brake system 




In addition , it has dual air cushions 
for extra safety and security 


HYUNDAI 

Has taken the lead 


HyundaL...a sure win every month 


Hyundai....a sure win every month 

Unity Trading Est: Mecca St. Amman, Tel., 821310,821320,863719,863720, A1., 772425,775191 
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Supplement 

Jacques Chirac en Jordanie 

A l ’occasion de la venue du president frangais 
Jacques Chirac en Jordanie les 23 et 24 
octobre, le Jourdain, section en frangais 
du Star ■ publie un supplement special. 



24 heures en Jordanie 

La tourrtee au Proc he-Orient qui amfcnera Jacques Chirac les 
23 et 24 octobre k Amman a des allures de marathon. En six 
jours, le president frangais se rendra en Syrie, en Israel, dans 
les tenitoires occupes, cn Jordanie. au Liban puis en Egypte. 

Son arrivee b Amman est pr£vue raercredi soir, ainsrque sa 
premit're rencontre avec le roi Hussein. Le lendemain, il pro- 
nonccra un discours devant les deputes et senateurs jordaniens, 
avant de donner une conference de presse au palais royal en 
compagnie du souverain hachfemite. 11 s'envolera ensuie dans 
fapres-midi pour le Liban. 

Comme 1'ensemble de sa tournee au Proche-Oriem, cette 
visile de 24 heures en Jordanie sera csscntiellemeat politique 
et consacrce au role que peuvent jouer la France et ('Union eu- 
ropeenne dans le processus de paix. 

Les relations brlaterales entre la France et la Jordanie seront 
tout de mcme £voquties. Par ie president Chirac, tout d'abord, 
qui emend fairc un certain nombre de gestes pour renforoer ces 
relations, mais aussi par les ministries et differences personnali- 
tes qui I'accompagneront au cours de cctte visits. 

Les discussions toumeront amour de deux axes essentiels. 
D’une part ia culture, avec le statut de la langue frangaise en 
Jordanie et notamment dans I'enseignemem secondaire. et le 
renforcement de I'actuelle cooperation dans le domaine de la 
radio ci dc la teldvision. Et d'autre part I’Sconomle, avec la si¬ 
gnature d"un protocole financier entre ics deux pays ddfinissant 
un certain nombre de projets que la France est prete & soutenir. 
Un dossier auquel s'intfiressera partieu Li Bremen t Yves Gal land, 
ministre dc I'lnduslrie, qui accompagnera Jacques Chirac, tout 
comme Herv£ de Charette. ministre des Affaires dtrangferes, et 
Hcrvd Gaymurd, secretaire d'Etai k la Santd et k b Sdcuritd so- 
cialc. Environ 180 personnes devraient accompagner cette vis- 
itc du president Chirac, dont une centaine de joumaltstesJI 


SELON MOI 

Depuis son arrivee a I'Elysee/^^st- 

dent Jacques Chirac sembie Stit dgterminfk' assner feretboi-rle 
la France sur la scftne.du Moyen-OrienL En ^^-periflant^disj 
longues anndes la France Sait constd&tie pax fa/m^oritd 'desf- 
habitants de )a region comme une v6ritable jddfe'qaf jobait-ici S • 
guichets fermfis. Au Hi des unities. Jes fansiegseuffiebi,prbgres- • 
sivement que leur vedette s'engageait dans des-rfitesde pits.eh. 
plus d£cevants, voire indignes de ri grandeur.ei qhiishltakajt; 1 
pas franchcment recompenses-de leur amour et; 

Alors, pleins d'amertume,. Jes Armies. on| rtrt^:cdtte b&Iej 
^venture. ..." 

refait surface, les rides au fibht, les di’eveux triamJti^^^^^ 
marche h&itante. Elle cfcerche k nouveau k s&inifeet 4‘cbteiur 
la con fiance perdue des ses anciens amis. ‘ . *\ V • 

Si ia majority ne cache pas sa .jqie.de ces- refroavailles, 
d'autres «prudents» affichent une certaine reserve et yqufeat 
entre les tignes du nouveau scenario avant d’applauctir. V* ; -' *. *• 
En partant du principe que-Jacques Chirac •agrfflidi danslgs/ 
jardins d’une ticole fonddq sur les principe du droaf ^.'tfela Jus*, 
rice et qu'il est run des h€ritiers du fomiateur de'cmthao^iifente 
Rdpublique qui n'a cesse de jherier one lohe achamfie,jjour|b3fir ? 
une France inddpendante, digne et res-pect^fei.ixi he pe£ttqae._i 


cesseur de fun des plus ■grands d£fehsefirs'''dd'la cUn^jfisraaf;. 
on comprend plus ais£menr la volomti deJd.OHrac dejeorri^f-j 
ics calculs errones et .les prises de position impnlsiVie3.de_sbq 
pr6d€cesseur. ' * *’ Sa. >"■* 

Quelques minutes aprfes l’annonce de sa yictcireaux dli§4p 
prSsidentielles de mai 1995, M.Chirac a-.d&lahS ^ueTamii 
redeviendrait le phare de tous les peoples et que les droSts^.de;' 
I'Homme rayouneraient dans le mondeemier^ Ceci dftijta 
quel point il £tait conscient de la dticaderige de' bjjptitique.exi&^' 
rieure de la France et de la disparitiou<le^bn p^S,-ejq'tanl:tpie-i 
force politique et morale, de fa njajeute pitie-tfeci^fifts^ 
diaux. • : : 

Plus pr£cisdment encore, le president Chirac saft que dani ce: 
coin maudit de la planfete jtgne.une injustice mcroyable"ei qtze’; 
le «onc man shown amdricain ne fait que prolonger’ Ie ddsordre: 
actuei et augmenter les baines enrre les peoples eh eonflii. - 
Croirc que le mission de M.Chirac est simple seraitTuht grave r 
erreur. Pour rtiussir son pari, il doit prendre en consideration Ics' 
susceptibilites et les intfirSts de routes les forces en presence, car 
comme le disajt La Rochefoucauld, «le$ querelies ne dtueraient 
pas longtemps si le ton n'dtait qued'un cdtd». Cest ih que rtiside 
Tune des difficult^ que M.Chirac aura \ surraonter, car- Israel 
refuse toujours la raoindre presence franqaise dans les compro- 
mis rtigionaux. Les AmSricains, maltres incoutest£s de ia re¬ 
gion. ne sont pas prSts a laisser la France menacer leur emprise 
sur la quasi-totalitd des pouvoirs 6conotmqt»es et politiques du 
Moyen-Orienc. v 

M.Chirac doit aussi convamcre 1'c^inion publique de'son 
propre pays qui a longtemps 6t£ riianipul6e par un piussant lob¬ 
by et des madias anti-arabes. ainsi que persuader certains de ses 
allies curopdens. Pour ceci. il ne peut que profiler de la poli¬ 
tique arrogame de M.Netanyahou qui .a rdussi h modifier les 
prdjugds des Frangais. 

Du cote arabe, les difficult^ ne sont pas moindres. D'une 
part, il n'existe pas une seule politique ar^je mais plusienrs, et 
d'autre part, les dirigeants arabes soor-ils franchement raws de 
changer de partenaire? M-Chirac connalt la rfponse. Mais it es- 
saic probablcment de profiler du mdooutentement de certains 
d'entre eux, las de supporter I'hunuliation que fami amdricam 
leur intlige dpisodiquement Quelqaes dirigeants arabes ayanc ie 
coeur toumd vers le cdt£ amSricain de I’Ailantique donnent 

I l'impression de faire de l'oeil au president frangais, non pour le 
conqu£rir. mais plncdt pour le rendre jaknuc et attendrir son ri- 
vai. : - # 1 . - 

Les peoples arabes ont le sentiment prbfoad que 1’arbitre im¬ 
post au conflit n'est pas name et manque de cr£dibilit£ et que 
routes ses promesses sont Baines. Les Arabes sont trfcs suscepti- 
bles, mais ils ont la mdmoire courte et le pardon facile.' Us ontle - 
sentiment d'avoir && trahis par 1'ami. frangais qro s'est engagd - 
sans nSserve derri&re les Amiri Cains et coabe les intfirte arabes ' 
i durant deux septennats socialistes. 

Les poigndes de main et les accolades ne penveot pas couron- 
r ner de succes la campagne de l'Orient de M.Chirac si h quelques 
| pas de sa toumde des milliers d'enfonts irakiens continuent de 
p£rir par b fauie d'une injustice sans prfeddenti La conqu&e cb 
Moyen-Orient doit obligatoirement passer par une predomf- 
nance des enjeux humanitaires sur les poUtkjues prino&res qui 
laissent la France dans la course aux cootrais kim derriire ceux 
qui ont commis le dd^pstFB. 

La deuxifeme pone par Vaquelie la France peut se trouyer on 
accfcs dans la region oh itote un vide culturel etjntellecxxKj to» 
tal. est celle de la culture. En r&ississant h diffuser correCtemeat 
sa culture auprts des, nouvelfcs gdndriitions, elle peut espirer 
que Voltaire fini&se par Vemporter sor Mad Max. *' 

La mission de M.Chirac est difficile mais pas impossible. 
Lutter pour un monde juste et bumazn et sans rhdgfotoniecfbne 
seule force sur les desuns des peuptes merits, en rout cax, da- 
couragement et respectJB 

• - Sotdmll AI Sweis 


Jacques Chirac en Jordanie 

La difficile.mission du president Chirac 

Le president Jacques Chirac entamera samedi une tournee au Proche-Orient qui Vamenera les 23 et 24 
octobre en Jordanie . Il ejfectuera ainsi sa premiere visite officielle dans le royaume hachemite. Une 
viste qui doit pennettre au president Chirac d'asseoir le role politique de la France dans le monde 
arabe . Une mission qui, selon differents responsables jordaniens , s’avere des plus dijficiles. 


La visite du president 
Chirac en Jordanie les 23 et 24 
octobre prochains ne sera pas 
une tSche facile. Le chef de 
I'Eiat frangais. qui arrive avec 
de grander espdrances a fin de 
restaurer ia demarche et ies 
prises de position chaleureuses 
de la politique arabe du gtin&aJ 
de Gaulle, seta probablemeni 
&onn£, voire ddgu. de constater 
que les Jordaniens manquent 

d'entbousiasme 

Apifcs avoir perdu 1'espoir 
d'une mediation franqaise €qui- 
libnse et juste ces denriferes an- 
n6es. ies Jordaniens n'iront pas 
dans les rues pour saluer le 
president frangais comme ce fut 
le cas aoparavant (Is ne seront 
pas non plus impatients de 
suivre son discouis retransmis k 
la t£]£vision. 

Les Arabes, et les Jordaniens 
en particulier, ont depuis long¬ 
temps, et surtout depuis Ta 
guerre du Golfe pendant la- 
quel Ie la position frangaise ne 
s’est pratiquement pas diffdren- 
cifie, perdu I'espoir de reuouver 
dans la France I'ancien ami ou 
le protecteur pr£fdr£. En fait, il 
est plutdt difficile pour Ies 
Arabes de croire qu'une media¬ 
tion frangaise £quilibr£e puisse 
voir le jour dans la region. 

Cest difficile, mais ce n'est 
cependant pas impossible. 

«Naus souhaitons naturelle- 
ment un role accru de la 
France et de VEurope*, ex- 
plique ie prince hinder Hassan 
en faisant allusion anx r&entes 
prises de position europ&nnes. 
Ecartant route ambiguit£ en ce 
qui concerae Ie r6Ie de 
1’Europe, il ajoute: * Une media¬ 
tion europeenne et frangaise en 
particulier (dans ie processus 
de paix) est bien sur impor- 
tanie. Elle serait souienue par 
la Jordanie*. Et le prince Has¬ 
san de declarer sans aucune 
hesitation: *Cest le bon mo¬ 
ment f pour la France et 
I'Europe) pour agir*. 

Depuis 1'arrivle du gaulliste 
Jacques Chirac au pouvoir en 
mai 1995. la France n'a perdu 
aucune occasion pour faire en¬ 


tendre*tfa nouvelie politique 
arabe. te discours que Jacques 
Chirac a prononcti,' au mois 
d'avril dernier h l'uruversire du 
Caire a cfairement montr£ que 
la France ne se contentera plus 
d'&re en marge des affaires 
arabes. comme c'dtait Ie cas 
lors de la guerre du Golfe ou de 
la conf£renc^de_Madrid- En 
mo ins de deux mois, Jacques 
Chirac a regu des dirigeants 
d'Arabie Saoudite, d’Egypte, du 
Kuweit, du Qatar, des Emirais 
arabes unis, de Syrie, de Jorda- 
nie sans oublier le president de 
I'Auroritd nationale palesti- 
nienne. Et b determination du 
chef de l'Etat frangais k appii- 
quer une nouvelie politique 
arabe l'a ddjk amen£ h se rendre 
dans une dizaine de pays 
arabes. 

Lors d’une ioum€e dans la 
region au mois de juillet der¬ 
nier, Herv6 de Charette. mini¬ 
stre der-Affaires titrangfrres, a 
lui aussi rappelti la volontti de 
la France de jouer un role ma- 
jeur au Proche-Orient, Et la 
proebaine tournde arabe du 
president Chirac, qui inclut 
outre la Jordanie, la Syrie, Ie 
Uban, I "Egypte. les tenitoires 
occupds et Israel, confirme 
cette volontd frangaise de jouer 
ddsormais un role plus actif. 11 
ne s'agit plus de paroles mais 
d'action. 

«Le message (de cette visile) 
est un message de paix* com¬ 
mence Bernard Bajolet, ambas- 
sadeur de France en Jordanie. 
*Mais pas n'importe quelle 
paix. Nous nous irueressons a 
une paix juste qui repose sur 
certains principes que VEurope 
est prete a appuyer*. 

Plus la visite du president 
Chirac approche et plus 
1'enthousiasme des responsa¬ 
bles jordaniens k accueillir un 
role frangais dans la region, 
ainsi que dans le processus de 
paix isradlo-palestinien, aug¬ 
ments Selon Marwan Moua- 
sher, ministre de I'lnformation. 
la position europdenne a rdeem- 
ment radical ement changd. Des 
pays qui ont toujours soutenu 


Israel ont soudainement com- 
meoed k ddfendre les intdrfits 
palestmiens. *Et nous en Jor¬ 
danie. nous soulenons 
complitement ce rdle politique 
europeen* ajoute le ministre. 
ancien ambassodeur jordamen 
en Israel. 

Un soutien financier 
n d eessa ire 

Les responsables jordaniens 
ne cachent ndanmoins pas leurs 
inquidiudes. *On est de tout 
coeur avec les Europiens* de¬ 
clare un haul responsible jorda¬ 
men. «A fais U ne fata pas oubli¬ 
er qu'il v a des sensibilitis 
amiricaines ». 

Sharif Fawaz Sharaf. ambas- 
sadeur jordanien en France, es- 
tiroe pour sa part que la poli¬ 
tique frangaise dans la region 
•est liee d plusieurs facieurs 
d'ordre politique, economique 
ou attires*, estimanl qu’il est 
difficile de dire si •la politique 
d'une grande puissance va ctre 
ejficace ou non*. 

La France est consciente que 
de nombreux obstacles peuvent 
freiner son ambition, et notam¬ 
ment la position des Ecus-unis 
k regard (Tun rdle europden ac¬ 
cru. Mais selon Bernard Bajo¬ 
let. une mediation frangaise ou 
europdenne dans Ie processus 
de paix n'est pas une revendi- 
caiion. Cest une demande ex- 
primde par les acteurs de la rd- 
- gion, et surtout les Palestiniens. 
«Nous ne souhaitons pas que 
les Etais-Unis se desengagent. 
Mais il foul bien observer le 
systeme mondial depuis 
1‘effondrement de FUnion so- 
viitique. Ses tendances isolati- 
onnistes inquietent les Euro¬ 
piens.* 

Jusqu'k present, le role de la 
France, et de I'Europe dans le 
processus de paix s'est surtout 
iimitd k un soutien financier. 
L'3ide dconomique de la France 
k la Jordanie pour cette anode, 
s’difeve k 400 millions de 
francs, auxquels s’ajoutem 130 
millions de francs verses k 
I’Union europdenne pour Taide 
destinde k la Jordanie. Quant 
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Durant sa tournee au Proche-Orient du 19 au 25 octo¬ 
bre, Jacques Chirac tentera de jouer un rdle de mfdia- 
teurau nom de la France et de VUnion europdenne. 


aux territoires palestiniens, la 
France assume la quasi-iotaliid 
de 1‘aide financiers: k la recon¬ 
struction en Palestine. 

•Cest i ’mi* constate 
Mut'assem Bilbnissi. ancien 
ambassadcur de France cn Jor¬ 
danie. •Alors que la France a 
pousse pour que Voide tech¬ 
nique et economique envers les 


pays arabes augmente, elle 
n 'en a pas retire grand chose*. 

Pour lui, une plainic gene¬ 
rate contre I’hdgdmoiuc el la 
domination des Etats-Unis ct 
d"Israel s'est faite entendre lors 
du sommet dconomtquc 
d'Amman 1’annde demifirc. 
Une situation qui n'est pas 
nouvelie. Alors que la France a 


regroupe ses forces uvee ccllc* 
des Etats-Unis pendant la 
guerre du Golfe. die s'c-si cn- 
suite reirouvde exclue lors du 
portage du gateau economique. 

La' France ct I'Europe se 
sont ainsi vues iso Ices et ecur- 
tecs d’une participation cfll- 
cocc dans te processus dc paiv. 
un Clement ddeisif dans 
.Tcquilibrc du pouvoir interna¬ 
tional. Et toure remise en ques¬ 
tion dc ccttc situation au- 
jourd'hui ne scmble pas iitre 
irks apprdcidc. Lc secretaire 
d'Eat am6ricain Warren Chris¬ 
topher a d£jk dmis k plusieurs 
reprises des reserves S 
I’cnconlrc du role politique que 
souhaitc jouer I’Unicn euro- 
peenne dans la region, estimanl 
qu'il est preferable qu’clle se 
limiie a des activities econo- 
miques. 

Pour M.Bajolct. la France 
est tout k Fait prete k continuer 
it assumer cc rolc^dc.financier. 
Un role qui restc primordial 
ptnir Ics pays dc la region qui 
assislcnt k unc diminution dc 
1'aide americaine. Mais il nc 
doit pas etre li mi tat if. 

II est done difficile dc savoir 
si avec cede tournee au Mo- 
ycn-Oricm, Ic president 
Jacques Chirac reussira k pre¬ 
parer Ic terrain pour permettre 
au role de la France dc se devc- 
loppcr. Cc qui est sur. c’esi que 
Jacques Oiirac. quo deux 
dchecs aux Elections pr£siden- 
lielles n'ont pas empechii dc se 
reprcsentcr une iroisikmc fois 
pour enfin se faire £iirc. est un 
homme determine.* 

Sa'eda KEaiii 


■R FRA 



AF 8375 

Monday 

Wednesday 

Saturday 

AMMAN 

23b55 

23h55 

23h55 

PARIS \ 

f 05h55 * 

05h55 * 

05h55 * 

AF 8172 

Monday 

13h30 

Wednesday 

13h3Q 

Saturday 

13h30 

PARK 

AMMAN i 

' 21h00 f 

21h00 

21h00 


Sales & Reservation Office: Tel. 666055 
Airport: Tel. 0853940, Cargo: TeL 62J775 



* Arrival next day. at CDG 2c . 
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Supplement 

Jacques Chirac en Jordanie 

A Voccasion de la venue du president frangais 
Jacques Chirac en Jordanie les 23 et 24 
octobre, le Jourdain, section en frangais 
du Star, publie un supplement special. 


Interview 


H 


Economie 


«Un nouvel esprit dans la politique frangaise» L’Union a le vent en poupe 


Pour Sharif Fawaz Sharaf, ambassadeur de Jordanie en France , la 
visite du president Jacques Chirac en Jordanie va marquer le debut de 
nouvelles relations entre la France et le royaume hachemite. 


La visite de M. Chirac correspond avec un change- 
ment d’attitude de la Jordanie d. regard de l 9 Union 
europeenne en general et de la France en particulier . 


Ambassadeur de 

Jordanie cn France. Sharif Fa¬ 
waz Shamf occupc les fonc- 
tions d'Ambassadcur dc Jorda- 
nic cn France depuis environ 
un an cl demi. Auparavanc. if a 
exercc cetie fnnetion aux Elals- 
Unis. cn Allemagne. en Sutde. 
cn Norvegc cl uu Danemark. 

De 19*50 a 1995. il dtait am- 
bassadeur permanent dc la Jor- 
danic aupres des Nations-Unics 
a Geneve. 

La visite de Jacques Chirac 
marque-t-elle ie debut de 
nouvelles relations entre la 
France et la Jordanie? 

Les relations franco- 
jordaniennes jouissent d'une 
longue tradition de cooperation 
et d'amitid. Et la visite du pidsi- 
dent Jacques Chirac cst d'une 
part une occasion pour renfor- 
cer et resserrer ces liens exis- 
lants entre les deux pays, ct 
d’autre pan. ellc constitue le dd- 
but d'une ere nouvelle dans les 
relations entre les deux pays. 
Le fondcmenL de cetie dre est le 
change mem qui s'opere dans ia 
politique franguise vis-a-vis de 
ia region avec Ic relour de 
Tesprit de la politique de 
Charles de Gaulle par rapport 
au mondc arahe en gcndral. et 
la Jordanie en particulier. 

Avez-vous ('impression que 
ia France porte un interet 
grandissant an monde arahe 
depuis Tarrivee de Jacques 
Chirac? 

L'arrivde du president Chirac 


constitue une approche nou¬ 
velle dans la politique 
Strange re. Celle-ci porte en ef- 
fet un intdret particulier a la re¬ 
gion et au monde arabe. Sans 
parler des ami lids et du credit 
personnel du president Chirac 
dans ie monde arabe ct sans 
£numerer scs ddclaraLions res- 
pectives. Je crois que tous les 
observateurs qui s’intdressent a 
la rdgion ont le sentiment qu’un 
nouvel esprit anime la politique 
arabe de la France. 

Pensez-vous que cette nou¬ 
velle politique franqaise e ri¬ 
vers les pays arabes pnisse se 
reveler efGcace dans la re¬ 
gion? Et si ouL est-ce qne la 
Jordanie est prefe a accepter 
un rble a ccru de la France 
dans la region? 

li est difficile de dire si la 
politique d'une grande puis¬ 
sance va ctre efficace ou non 
(fans la idgion. Elle est tide b 
plusieurs facteurs d'ordre poli¬ 
tique, dconomique ou autres. 
Mais il est Evident que Ja 
France et i'Europe jouent un 
role primordial dans le domains 
dconomique, un role qui jusqu'b 
main tenant est de loin plus 
grand que four presence dans le 
domaine politique. Ajoutons 
egaiement la position des diffd- 
rentes parties concemdes dans 
la region et leur souhaii de voir 
I’Europe en general et la France 
cn particulier jouer un rdle emi¬ 
nent dans la region. 

Pensez-vous que, pour la 
Jordanie, cette aspiration soit 


compatible avec 
Taction diplomatique 
amdricaine et que Ie 
Moyen-Orient son- 
haite one pins grande 
presence de la France 
dans la region? 

Il est nullemem 
question de distribuer 
des points de bonne 
conduite pour I'un ou 
Tautre pays ou de con¬ 
sumer que 1'action de 
la France entre en com¬ 
petition avec 1'acLion 
diplomatique aradri- 
caine. 

La France a des rela¬ 
tions historiques et des 
intdrdts avec tous les 
pays de la region. Idem 
pour les Etats-Unis 
d'Amdrique. La possi¬ 
bility est done pleine- . . .. 

ment ouverte a la Jocgues Chirac accuedh par le president Elias Hraoui Ions de sa 
France, aux Etats-Unis demikre visite officielle au Liban au mois d’avril. 


et b I'Europe de parti- 
ciper b la stability el au 
progr&s dans la region. Les re¬ 
lations entre la Jordanie et ces 
deux pays sont excellemes. De 
meme pour les pays arabes. Et 
personne ne peut nier le role dc 
la France et de I'Europe dans la 
Mdditenrande et le monde 
arabe. Cesi dans ce sens que la 
Jordanie veilie b renforcer ses 
liens avec tous les pays. Ics 
Etats-Unis. Ia France, 
I'AlIemagne. la Gran de- 
Bretagne. la Russie, etc... 

Je crois que involution des 
yvynements dans la region 
oblige les uns et les autres h 
s’unir et b intensifier Ieurs ef¬ 


forts pour surmomcr les obsta¬ 
cles et faire sortir la region dc 
1'impasse. 

Je crois qu'unc presence ef¬ 
ficace de la France est une ne¬ 
cessity pour rapprocher les 
points de vue et aplanir ies ob¬ 
stacles. el que tous les pays de 
la rygion accucillent favora- 
blement un role accru de la 
France dans la region. 

Pensez-vous que la France 
puisse profile de cette visite 
presidentielle poor mienx se 
faire connaltre aux yeox des 
Frangais? 

Le peuple frangais. hcritier 
dc la culture encvclopddique. 



cherche toujours a connaltre 
les civilisations, les cultures et 
les longues du monde. 
L’intdret que pone d'ailIeurs la 
France au monde est sans cgal. 
Elle accueille rInsmut du 
monde arabe. une institution 
unique en son genre en Eu¬ 
rope. qui pennet aux Frangais 
de bien connaltre les pays dc 
Tautre rive de la Mydilerranye. 

EvidemmenL on ddploie des 
efTorts pour qu'il y ait cn 
France des manifestations qui 
ferom connaitre aux Frangais 
la Jordanie et sa richesse ar- 
cheologique. artisrique e? cil- 
Lurelle. 

Propos recueillis par 
Sa'eda Kilani et OGvier Bras 


L’emergence, leme- 

ment mais suxement, d'une 
nouvelle politique europdenne 
envers le Moyen-Orient peut 
reprdsenter un grand pas en 
avant pour les 6conomies dc la 
region. Des change ments 
s'imposem dans la conjoncture 
actuelle, et en particulier en ce 
qui concerne link. Cet embar¬ 
go continue b laisser on targe 
vide dans Tdcoaomie du Mo¬ 
yen-Orient. Mais les Libanais, 
les Jordamens et les Palestini- 
ens, entre autres, peuvent es- 
pfirer profiter d’un affaiblissc- 
ment de la position amdricaine 
dans la region au profit de 
TUnion europdenne. 

Il ne faut bien sQr pas oubli- 
cr le idle important que jouc 
dfijb rUE dans la region. Mat's, 
dans Ie cadre d'une vraie paix, 
et non celle inspirde par fas 
Aradd coins qui ne sen meme 
plus les iotdidzs isradliens. la 
rtfgion peut envisager une nou¬ 
velle fere de rapprochement 
dconomique avec I'Europe. 

Le processus a bien air ddji 
commencd, voilb onze mois b 
Barceione. L'ouverturc initidc 
peut aider les dconomies rdgio- 
nalcs b sc transformer. En cc 
qui concernc la Jordanie. cette 
adaptation prendre encore on 
peu dc temps, rdtablisseracut 
d’une zone de libre dchange en¬ 
tre Ic royaume hachdmite ct 
TUnion europdenne dtant prdvu 
pour 2010. Mais pour cela, il 
reste b changer fa mentality des 
Jordanie ns qui ne voient leur 
salut que dans fa domination 
amdricaine de la region. 

La visite du prdsident 
frangais Jacques Chirac entre 


dans le cadre d’une telle dvolu¬ 
tion. M.Chirac, comme 1a plu- 
pait de ses homologues euro- 
pdens. ne cesse dc rappelcr le 
rdle m^jeur que peut jouer 
i'Europe dans la idgion. II a b 
maintes reprises rappeld que les 
Europdens sont prdts b 
s'engager financidrement ct po- 
litiquemenL Le fait que la Jor¬ 
danie ait signd la paix avec 
Israel fait en effet de ce pays un 
pilier de stability dans la rygion 
qu'il oonvient de soutenir. 

Une nouvelle strategie 

La Jordanie a nettement vu 
ces dcmifcres ann6es scs 
dchanges avec TUnion curo- 
pdenne augmenicr. Cust 
d'ailkurs avec ce portenaire 
que fa Jordanie rdalise 1a 
grande majority de ses importa¬ 
tions et exportations, comme Ic 
monue Ie tableau ci-dessous. 

Occupant une position res¬ 
pectable par rapport b scs partc- 
naires europdens, la France 


continue dc ddveiopper rdgu- 
lifcremcnt ses activity* cn Jor¬ 
danie. Elle vient d'ailfeurs de 
signer un contnu avec Ic Mar- 
chd financier d'Amman. la 
bourse jordanienne. afin de 
proedder b sa modernisation. 

Four poursuivre la moderni¬ 
sation ct ('adaptation dc son 
economic toute entibrc. la Jor¬ 
danie doit done miser sur un 
rcnlbrccmenl dc scs liens avec 
TUnion curopdcnne. La ndees- 
sitd dc ddmarrer une coopera¬ 
tion dtait un des thdmes-clcf de 
Barceione. 

La visite dc M.Chirac sou- 
ligne aujourd*hui cette (dec. 
L'adoption d'une struldgie 
dconomique plus dynamique 
par les Europdens. ct la France 
en particulier. nc peut dtre que 
profitable pour la Jordanie ct 
scs voisins arabcs.B 

Rind al Khouri 
MEBA SLA.R.L. 


Commerce exterieur de la 
Jordanie en 1995-1996 

; (millions de dinars) ’. 


1996 

JaovieiSjuiD 


IMP EXP IMP 
Et&tsUnfs • . 24115 186 

Japan 91 13 65 

Union Eorop. 859 63 485 

dont la France 119 4 81 

Monde ' - 2S90 - ' 1Q95 .1559 
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Jacques Chirac en Jordanie 

A Voccasion de la venue du president frangais 
Jacques Chirac en Jordanie les 23 et 24 
octobre, le Jourdain, section en frangais 
du Star, publie un supplement special. 



Analyse 


Une place a prendre maintenant 

Pour les experts politiques jordaniens , la France et l’Union euro- 
peenne beneficient actuellement de conditions favorables pour jouer 
un plus grand role dans le processus de paix au Proche-Orient 


Partages entre pes- 

simisme et optiraUme, les ex¬ 
perts politiques jordaniens ex- 
primeru des sentiments mitiggs 
envers la nouvelle politique 
arabe de la France et celle de 
I'Europe. Mais to us s'accordent 
pour dire que le moment est 
venu pour que I Europe re- 
prenne sa place dans la region. 

•Nous auendons des rdsul- 
tais posid.fi aux niveau poli¬ 
tique et dconomique pour la 
premiere visile de Jacques Chi¬ 
rac en tani que prisident 
frangais* declare Munir Ha- 
mameh. expert dconomique. 
Ghassam El Jundi, directeur du 
dgpartement de recherche & 
llnstitut de Diplomatic 
(T Amman, juge la visile de Chi¬ 
rac n&essaire afin de 
•continuer a renforcer les rela¬ 
tions entre la Jordanie et la 
France. Cette visile va permet- 
tre de mettre iaccent sur les re¬ 
lations avec la France gaulliste 
d'aujourd'hui ». 

Selon Ghassam El Jundi, 
Jacques Chirac est un homme 
politique vaillant aux allures 
gaullistes qui rgalisera ses ob- 
jectifs en refusant de se plier k 
la politique amgricaine, con- 
trairement & son pcgdgoesseur 
Francois Mitterrand qui •n'dtmt 
pas un bon diplomats Franco is 
Mitterrand etaii peut-itre bon 
en litterature, ou en architec¬ 
ture. mais pas en politique». 

Selon les diffgrents schemas 
politiques, «le pouvoir socia¬ 
lise est celui qui doit sotaenir 
les mouvements de liberation. 

■ Or, en France, la situation dtati 
•inversde*, explique Thiab Mak- 
’hadmeh, professeur de science 
■politique k I'Universitg de Jor¬ 
danie. 

1 La France peut profiler au- 
j'ourdTiui d'une nouvelle situa- 
■tion politique rggionale pour 
retrouver une place imporrante 
-au Proche-Orient. Selon de 
Inombreux observateurs, cela 
jn'gtait pas possible voil& 

; quelques anndes. «Dans 
Tavenir, les Etais-Unis ne se- 
ront plus la seule grande puis¬ 
sance dans le monde. Les deux 
■puissances ambitieuses, le Ja- 
■.pon et la Communautd eu.ro- 


pdenne vont ce name mail reus- 
sir a s'imposer sur la scene In¬ 
ternationale», prddit Thiab 
Makhadmeh. •Par exemple, la 
communautd europdenne a 
rdussi a contenir le conflit en 
exergam une pression sur les 
les Etats-Unis tors de la der- 
niere altaque amdricaine con- 
ire Vlrak en septembre der¬ 
nier*. 

Cependant, Ghassam El Jun¬ 
di n'imagine pas I'Union euro- 
pgenne comme un bloc poli¬ 
tique se do tarn d'une rgelle 
politique gtrang&re. * 1 / y a une 
coordination parmi les pays 
membres mais iis ne sont pas 
capable de s'accorder sur une 
politique», souligne Ghassam 
El Jundi. «La guerre en Bosnie 
en a did la preuve ». 

Ghassam El Jundi souligne 
que le Proche-Orient doit Stre 
une priority dans la politique 
europgenne en raison de sa pro- 
fonde connaissance de la re¬ 
gion. 

Sur I'&hiquier politique 
mondial, elle doit rdussir k 
jouer un rdle de mediateur. 
•Les Etats Unis ne sont pas un 
arbtire impartial», regretle 
Ghassam El Jundi. •La France 
a par conrre su jouer un rdle de 
mediateur tors des demiers 
conftits au Sud-Uban ' et en 
Irak*. 

Les spgcialistes ajoutent aus- 
si que la deterioration rdcente 
du processus de paix au 
Proche-Orient est un element 
essentiel qui poussent les 
Arabes k se toumer vers un 
partenaire plus impartial. 
•L'Europe doit pousser pour 
prendre une place dans le pro¬ 
cessus de paix » commente El 
Jundi. •Sunoul apris avoir die 
dliminde des negotiations de 
Madrid*. 

Le idle de mediateur dans les 
conflits du Proche-Orient est 
aujourd'hui celui que tout le 
monde convoite. 

Mais les Elats-LTois ne se 
sont pas prfits k perdre cette 
fonction et, selon Thiab Mak¬ 
hadmeh, la partie s'annonce 
dure. •Le message envoyd pen¬ 
dant l'altaque israilienne au 
Liban qui a conduit au massa- 


Herve de Charette, ministre frangais des Affaires 
dtrang&res, aprds le bombardement de Cana au Liban. 

ere de Cana a dtd clair. Pour iiqug regionale»M 
les Amdricains, la France doit 

tester a I'dcart de la scene poli- Oroub el Abed 


Une politique qui s’affirme 

Lots de sa rampagne prdsidentielle en 1995. le president 
Chirac ddclarait: •noire pays doit retrouver un grand dessein 
dans le monde arabe el pour la Mdditerrande*. Un an plus 
tard, le nouveau president de la Rgpublique ddfinissait les 
grands axes de sa politique mgditerraneenne et arabe lors d'un 
discours devant les gtudiaius de I'Universitg du Caire. •La 
politique arabe de la France doit Stre une dimension essen- 
tielle de sa politique eirangere. Je souhaite lui dormer un elan 
nouveau, dans la frddlite aux orientations r oulues par son ini- 
liateur, le general de Gaulle*. 

Deux axes ressortent ciairement de ce discours: le soutien 
au processus de paix israeio-arabe et le partenariat euro- 
mgditerrangen. •Un accord juste et dquilibrd doit Stre trouve 
entre toutes les parties en cause sur le statur final des terri- 
toires palestiniens. Ceti sur la base du principe de I'echange 
de la lerre contre la paix. Cette accord devra aussi porter sur 
les questions les plus dijfrtiles. sur Jerusalem, sur la situation 
des rdfugids et sur I'avenir des implantations. II n’y aura de 
paix durable que si on respecte le droit du peuple palestinien 
et ses aspirations legitimes a disposer d'un Etat.» 

Quelques jours aptfes ce discours, le prgsident Chirac avail 
1 'occasion de donner corps k sa nouvelle politique arabe en 
tentant une mediation dans le conflit israglo-libanais. Des ef¬ 
forts diplomatiques qui ont amend k la signature d'un cessez- 
le-feu et la ergation d'un comitg de surveillance de ce cessez- 
le-feu auquel participent notammem la France et ies Etats- 
Unis. 

Enfin, la rdeente offensive amdricaine contre ['Irak a permis 
k la France d'afficher sa difTgrenaf face aux Amdricains dans 
le monde arabe. A I’inverse de l'Allemagne ou de la Grande- 
Bretagne qui ont soutenu la politique de Bill Clinton, la 
France a dmis de sdrieuses reserves contre I'intervention amd- 
ricaine. Une attitude qui a permis k la France de redorer son 
blason aupits de I'lrak et de ses voisins. ■ 


Communique 

publicitaire 

La qualite SIMU 


# Prfcurseur de la mo- 
torisation tubulaire 
pour l’enroulement des 
stores, volets roulants. 
grilles et rideaux m£tal- 
liques, SIMU congoit 
fabrique et commercia¬ 
lise aujourd'hui une 
large gamme de 
systemes de manoeu¬ 
vres par treuils, par 
sangles^et par moteurs. 
Le domaine de la rno- 
torisation et des auto- 
madsmes prend une 
place des plus impor- 
tante sur un marche oh 
SIMU est reconnue 
f pour son experience et 
son savoir-faire. 

Avec sa filiale Mon¬ 
seigneur, ' sp£cialis£e 
dans la distribution des 
automatismes pour por- 
tails et portes de gar¬ 
age, SIMU a des ambi¬ 
tions mondiales dans 
les domaines de la mo- 
torisation et des com- 
mandes d’acchs pour 
maisons individuelles, 
bureaux, magasins, In¬ 
dustrie,.. Cette entre- 
prise frangaise possede 
aujourd’hui six filiales 
intemationales, aux 
Etats-Unis, au Canada, 
en Allemagne, aux 
Pays-Bas, en R6pu- 
blique tcheque et en 
Pologne. 


Agent de la societe SIMU 
pouf Jets systemes \ 
m otorig&Mtd’eriroulemeh t 


desi ] stor’es et volet 
roulants et portesm/m 
auti'omatiques 
sou(Mfbienvenue en 
Jd’rjcm^iM^a u^oJ es i dent 


.i ‘' ' 'i t' 
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Portrait 

Plus de trente ans de politique 

La victoire de Jacques Chirac aux elections presidentielles 
du mois de mai 1995 representait I’aboutissement d’une 
longue carriere politique debutee trente ans plus tot. 



En accedant a rage 

de 62 ans k la plus haute fonc¬ 
tion politique frangaise. 
Jacques Chirac rgcoltait les 
fruits d'une longue canifere po¬ 
litique. Celle-ci a debutg en 
1962 au cabinet de Georges 
Pompidou, olors Premier minis¬ 
tre, ou il occupe les fonctions 
de ebargg de mission. Quelques 
annge plus tard. Georges Pom¬ 
pidou dgeide d'envoyer ce 
jeune politique dans un fief so¬ 
cialists pour tenter d'obtenir 
son premier mandat de dgputd. 
Jacques Chirac se retrouve can¬ 
didal aux Elections legislatives 
de 1967 dans la circonscription 
d*Ussel. en Corr&ze. Un de- 
partement frangais situe k 500 
kilometres au sud de Paris dans 
lequel le presides Chirac a 
passg toutes ses vacances de la 
fin de la guerre aux annges 50. 
Depuis 1965, il occupait des 
fonctions de conseiller munici¬ 
pal dans le petit village corrfi- 
zieo de Sainte-Ffegole. Il rem- 
porte son premier mandat 
Iggislatif sur une terre de 
gauche, celle d'Henri Queuillc. 
anrien prgsident du conseil de 
la IVfeme Rgpublique. 

Dans cette circonscription, le 
futur president s'est dgcouvert 
un sens du contact exception- 
nel. Il aime alter k la rencontre 
de ses glecteurs qui sont en 
grande majorite des agricul- 
teurs. 

Apres ce premier succes, il 
sd voit offrir des fonctions de 
plus en plus importantes au ni¬ 
veau gouvememental, secre¬ 
taire d'Etat aux Affaires socia- 
les chaigg des problfemes de 


i'emploi de 1967 k 1968 puis 
secretaire d’Etat k I Economic 
et aux Finances de 1968 It 
1971. Ses nouvelles responsa- 
bilitfa ne 1 'dioignent cependant 
pas da dgpartemeat 06 il a fait 
ses premieres armes. De 1970 h 
1979, U restera prgsident du 
conseil g^ngral de la Cbrrtze et 
sera rfglu d^nitg en 1973 sur 
cette circonscription. 

Sept ans aprfes son entrge en , 
politique, Jacques Chirac se 
voir confier son premier porte- 
feuille ministgriel important, 
celui de 1’Agriculture Un mi- 
nistgre dans lequel il se sent 
particuliferemem k raise grSce 5 
son ancrage corrgzien et sa con¬ 
naissance du monde agricolc. 
Deux ans aprfcs, en 1974. Va- 
Igry Giscard dEstaing, pour qui 
il a fait campagne lots des glec- 
tions pigsidcnuelles. le choisit 
comme Premier Ministre. n 
restera deux ans k Matignon 
avant de dgnussionner pour 
protester contre le projet de lot 
visant taxer les plus-values. 
Un impdt que Chirac considfere 
comme une provocation contre 
la France des possgdants. 

Tris present sur 
la scene Internationale 

Sept ans aprfes. il retrouve 
Valgry Giscard dEstaing aux 
prgsidentielles. mais cette fois 
dans le camp opposg. Elu maire 
de Paris en 1977. Jacques Chi¬ 
rac a pris-entre-temps un im¬ 
portant poids politique. Mais le 
candidal du RPR ne parviem 
pas Jt sc faire glire et se voit en- 
suitc reprocher i’glection de 
Frangois Mitterrand qui a pro- 
fitg de la division de la droite. 



La passadon des pouvoirs le 17 mai 1995 entre Frangois 
Mitterrand et Jacques Chirac. 


Maire de Paris et dgputg de 
Corrfezc. Jacques Chirac doit 
attendre 1986 pour revenir it 
Matignon. la victoire de la 
droite aux glcctions ldgislatives 
obligeant Frangois Mitterrand 5 
cohabiter avec lui. Les deux 
homines s'affronleronl deux 
ans plus tard aux Elections 
prgsidentielles. Un duel qui 
toumc de nouveau a i'avantagc 
de Frangois Mitterrand. 

Vainqucur des glcctions de 
1995 avec 52.6% des suffrages 
contre Ic socialise Lionel Jos¬ 
pin. Jacques Chirac a depuis 
placg le dehut dc son scptcnnnt 
sous 1 c signe dc I'intcmational. 
Quelques jours il peine aprgs 
son arrivge au pouvoir, il dg- 


ciduiu avec les Brilunniqucs. la 
agation de la Force dc reaction 
rapidc cn Bosnie. Une initia¬ 
tive qui murquera un tournam 
dans cette guerre. 

Trts present sur la scene in- 
icmalioualc. Jacques Chirac 
s'est un pou glurgnc des affaires 
iniericures frangaises que son 
Premier ministre Alain Juppe 
csl charge dc gercr. 

Pendaui pres d'un an el 
demi. il n’a en cl'fel uu de cesse 
de faire entendre la \oi\ de la 
France dans Ic monde eiiiicr. 
chcrclxini ainsi k reiuuier avec 
I'idge gaullienne de la 
«grandeur de la Fntnee«.B 

Olivier Bras 
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Supplement 


Jacques Chirac en Jordanie 

A Toccasion de la venue du president frangais 
Jacques Chirac en Jordanie les 23 et 24 
octobre, le Jourdain, section en frangais 
du Star, publie un supplement special. 







«De nouvelles inspirations» 


Expositions 

6 mois de Jordanie a Paris 

Grace a trois clifferentes expositions consacrees a. 
la Jordanie , le royaume hachemite aura la vedette 

en France du mois de mars au mois d’octobre. 

-*-- 1 

«L'object if de cette 

manifestation, c’est de donner 
unc image, la plus fiJcle possi¬ 
ble. de la Jordanie. On 
s'interesscra non seuiemeru a 
Varcheologie. mais aussi a la 
science, a Van ei a 1‘artisanal * 
explique Denis Toupin. diree- 
teur du Cenire culiurel frangais. 

L’idee dune ,,saison jonia- 
nienne»> a Paris est nle au cours 
d'une rencontre entre la reine 
Nour et Madame Chirac, 
lorsque son mari emit encore 

moire de la capitale frangaise. 

Elle a ensuite £t£ reprise par 
I'Ambassadeur de France 5 
Amman. M.Bemard Bajolet 
Le projet comprend trois 
manifestations qui sc tiendront 
toutes a Paris emre mars ez oc¬ 
tobre 1997. 

la premise intitule 
«Voyage en Jordanie'* se de- 
roulera a I'Hotel de Ville. Elle 
sera inauguree le 11 mars par la 
reine Nour et Mme Chirac et • 
durera jusqu'au 11 mai. Elle 
comprendra esscntiellement des 
oeuvres d'artistes coniempo- 
rains. ireize parmi les plus re- 
prdsentatifs du pays, avec pour t 
ponctuer 1 'exposition, quelques ~~—I “ " T 7~Z : 

pieces archeologiques. des cos- f- Institut du monde orabe a Pans 

tumes traditionnels jordaniens. m0Uvr3 rimage de la Jordanie tiques, existant entre les deux 

des tapis et auires objets artisa- ep France ^ h ^ culrure et pa ys . m 

naux airist quune salJe reserve KS « devrait contri- 

a des photos de Petra. biier a renforcer les liens econ- Mona Qaddoumi 

Un *salon de the." constant om }q ues . e[ notamment touris- 
spccialement par 1 artiste All 

Jabri. symbolisera les -verms---- 

to'b’leputattande'b'jorda! «De nouvelles inspirations» 

nie. 

Pour Widad Kawar. qui ex- En JQ g, Ammar Kham- Mais 51 est en train de d£- 

posera un certain nombre de mash failai Yd<Sjft partie des ar- couvrir ses possibility, 

robes, tapis et bijoux anctens ds[es jordanie ns exposes ft „ J , 

provenant de sa collection per- Paris jj expli - ue sa joie de re _ Considfere-t-on de la 

sonnelle. *cest une bonne oc- venir ranmSe prochaine & ft. m&ne fegon Tart en Prance 

casion dc faire connaitre “ns et en Jordanie? 

culture jordanienne en France. Chez nous, les madias 

en ineLmt a la fois les tradi- q ue pensez-vous de cet s'orienlent surtout vers la poli- 
tions dom nous sommesfiers et ft. hanpp artistaue entre la rique. comme si I'art n'existait 

des productions artistiquos j or dani e et la France? pas. Les Fnmgais. eux. 

comcmporaines. Le mode de j e que d ' une f a ~ on s'int^ressent ft la fois ft la poli- 

vie jordanien dans son ensem- e £ n £ T 3 ie ran occidental a at- tique et ft la culture. Ils ont de 

We sera mis a Vhonneur * Feint ses 'limites et il donne au- P 1 ^ un grand inl^ret pour le 

La deuxiftme manifestation Jeurd - hui une chance aux pays mondearabe.LeCentrecultu- 

auraheuau grand magasin-Le J en voje de d£veloppei ^ m rel frangais, paj-exemple, est 

Pnntempsv. du 12 mars ft la fin d&ouvrir leurs creations, le centre'jStranger le plus dyna- 

avn. Ce deuxieme temps tort £ de ^ de rart mique ft Amman. Ces cinq 

de la saison jordanienne per- modeme s'est d^placd de Paris demi&res .anneejj. -le d 6 ve- 

mettradexposer sur 400 metres ■ New-York e t VEurope se loppqment depart contempo-. 

carrfe des objets artisanaux tels ^ te que t e fain erv Jgrdanie. etSit fttje-, 

que des potenes. verrenes bi- venu c £ ercher de nou . rnenf lid .au .CCF, dont ies 

joux. tissuset autresprodu.ts ve |[ es sourcesd'inspiration. .expositions.- a - mon avis- 
tradiuonnels jordaniens. Ces L 'Europe s'etait longtemps dlaient plus importames que 
produits, achetds par Le Pnn- loum6e v ^ r5 rExtreme-Orient, celle du musde nauonal. II a 

temps, serom vendus au grand n6gligeailt te Proche-Orient et gratuitement ouvert ses portes- 

public. Ils proviendront des sa s c fvilisation qui, autrefois au public, -refletant amsi une 

pnncipa es fabnques d amsanat a vait itrigud la civili- conception ddmocratique de la 

ocal. relies que Bam Hamida. ^ [jon g^ C 0 _i ati Se. II est culture. A notre tour dp rem- 

la fondauon Nour al Hussein. s , e bourser notre dette en expo- 

Jordan nver design,... retrouve sa place dans la con- sant nos oeuvres devant an . 

. ■ science europdenne. Par rap- large public.frangais.B 

Promouvoir I image port au niveau artistique de - • 

«le fa Jordanie ['Europe. I'art jordanien est en- Prtpos recueilUs pac 

Le troisidme axe de cette sai- core & un niveau enfantin. Mona Qaddoumi 

son sera lui consacrd a • *. 

1 ’archdologic avec une exposi- _ — 1 _j 

tion a rinstitut du monde arabe [' • 

de. la mi-juin a octobre. Elle * 

permettra aux visiteurs de de- a 

couvrir 1'histoire de la Jordanie 

a travers ses sites majeurs, de- J 

puis la prehistoire (statues 

d'Ain Ghazal. Tell Abou Ham- 

id; en passant par les royaumes 

moabite, edonite ou ammonite. 

les sires helldnistiques et naba- 

tdens. la ville helldnistique de (ASE&BgzgH 

Jerash ou les sites byzantins et 
omeyades. -En mime temps, on 

montrera la technologie de ^Y / 

Varcheologie. les nouveaux M _ a 

moyens de fouille et de restau- I /1 f My* 

ration- explique Mme Jean- I I M S J 

Van Rossum. anachd culturel h J J 

1'Ambassade de France. 

Cette exposition organisee v 

cn collaboration avec la Jorda- . , # 

le mdeenat technologique A variety of national 

d'EDF. Certaines pieces restau- -■ -> . . • » 

brand to satisfy all ta 

seroni montrdes pour la pre- A a a t. _ 1 _ 1 

ensure At tbe bakery a rang 

tions se tiendront des confg - stuffed croissants, Fo 

rences et des concerts de mu- -w-w * 7 

par ,e Honeyed Ham at the 
^rorest and a variety < 

Prince hdritier Hassan. j* • 

s'intdressera au demi-sidcle ifllHiilQPnP 

d'inddpendance de la Jordanie. ■*“ 

Un colloque ^conomique etu- 
diera lui les oppommitds qui 
existent pour les entrepriseS 

firangaises d&ireuses d'investir - - m * 

en Jordanie. AM Li 

Les rctomWes de la saison y|l w/tf ^ 

jordanienne serant done multi¬ 
ply. Cette manifestation pro- _ _ 


Portrait 


Les portes s’ouvrent pour Ghada Dahdaleh 

Ghada Dahdaleh fait partie des artistes qui seront exposes le printemps 
prochain a Paris. Certaines de ses oeuvres sont actuellement presentees 
au Centre culturel frangais d’Amman. Visite guidee de cette exposition 


En 1983. Ammar Kham- 
mash faisait ddjii partie des ar¬ 
tistes jordaniens exposes a 
Paris. II explique sa joie de re- 
venir l'annee prochaine & Pa¬ 
ris. 

Que pensez-vous de cet 
^change artistique entre la 
Jordanie et la France? 

Je pense que d'une fagon 
ggndrale. I'art occidental a at- 
teint ses limity et il donne au- 
jourd'hui une chance aux pays 
en voie de ddveloppement 
pour ddcouvrir leurs creations. 
Le centre de gravies de I'art 
modeme s'est d£placd de Paris 
a New-York et l'Europe se 
rend compte que le moment 
est venu de chercher de nou¬ 
velles sourcy d'inspiration. 

L'Europe s'etait longtemps 
toumfie vers I’Extreme-Orient, 
ndgligeant le Proche-Orient et 
sa civilisation qui, autrefois 
pourtant, avait irrigu£ la civili¬ 
sation gr£co-Iatine. Il yt 
temps que le Proche-Orienf 
retrouve sa place dans la con¬ 
science europtfenne. Par rap¬ 
port au niveau artistique de 
('Europe. I'art jordanien y t en¬ 
core & un niveau enfantin. 


Mais il est en train de d£- 
couvrir sy possibility. 

Considfere-t-on de la 
mSme fagon I’art en France 
et en Jordanie? 

Chez nous, ly madias 
s'orientent surtout vers la poli¬ 
tique. comme si I'art n'existait 
pas. Les' Frangais. eux. 
s'int£ressent h la fois & la poli¬ 
tique el b la culture. Ils ont de 
ply un grand intdret pour le 
monde arabe. Le Centre cultu¬ 
rel frangais, pap exemple, est 
le centre'£tranger le ply dyna- 
mique k Amman. Ces cinq 
demi&res ,annee$. 'le jd 6 ve- 
loppqment de*l'art contempo^. 
fain erv jgtdanie-' etSit forte- 
menf lid .au CCF, dont ly 
expositions,- ‘k ■ mon' -avis’ 

' dlaient plus importanty que 
celle du myde national. Il a 
gratuitement ouvert ses "portes* 
au public, nefletant ainsi une 
conception ddmocratique de la 
culture. A notre tour dp" rem- 
bourser notre dette en expo- 
sant nos oeuvres devant an 
large public.frangais.B 

Propos recneillis pat 
‘ Mona Qaddoumi 


A voir son physique, sa 
finesse et son sourire, on ne se 
doute pas de la force et du s£- 
rieux que Ghada Dahdaleh ex¬ 
prime dans ses peintures. 

Jeune peintre jordanienne, 
dpouse et mdre de familie. elle 
passe son temps Si improviser 
dy formy simply sur papier, 
les recouvrir de couleurs aux 
tonalitds diversy et y ajouter 
quelques rythmes chatoyants 
pour finalement creer un equili- 
bre de maitre. 

Ses formy gdometriquy. 
bien que simples, ne sont ja¬ 
mais rigides, mfime lorsqu'une 

forme canee se pose au milieu 
d'une autre. Car cette jeune ar¬ 
tiste s'appuie sur une grande va- 
ri£i£ de surfaces; queJques uny 
rugoeuses, rustiquy et infor- 
melly ou lisses et solidy, ou 
meme transparentes et 
dphdmery. 

Les ligny encadrant ly 
formy ne sont presque jamais 
raides afin d'offrir une grande 
liberty 

Juxtaposes au dessus de ces, 
formes, des gribouillaees au 
crayon, dy laches d'encre ou 
de peinture, dy effets de pul¬ 
verisation, dy details familiers 
vus sur les murs des anciens 
quartiers du pays et surtout 
dans ly camps de refugids. (Is 
marquent le passage du temps 
et I'empreinte faite volontaire- 
ment ou par hasard sur le mur. 

Les papiers fails mains ajou- 
tent au caraefore rustique de sy 
oeuvres. La surface de la toile 
ne repi&ente plus une trame 
uniforme mais elle est parcou- 
rue de griffury et de rides. Ce 
sont leurs surfaces rugueuses. 
dicrSpies. aux bords ddchirSs. 


qui ajoutent a la symbolique du 
sujet qui yt ft Ja source des 
oeuvres de Ghada Dahdaleh. 
les camps palytirtiens. 

C'yt ft parti r de ces maisons 
des camps que Ghada tire ses 
formy. Elle s'y est souvent 
troyfe en 1989 lorsqu'elle 
avait fhabttude d’aller rencon- 
trer ly feramy dy camps. Elle 
a 6 te fascinfe par les fenetres et 
les portes qui consti-tuent au- 
jourdliui le th&me de la troi- 
sieme phase de production de 
sy oeuvres. 

Ce ih&me nous ramene a une 
ddclararion du peintre espagnol 
Antoni Tftpiy *Ie sens cradi- 
tionnel de la porte renvoie ft sa 
fonction d'ouverture sur un y- 
pace. sur une vie situee au- 
deJa». Tftpiy insistaic sur le ca- 
ractere mdtaphysique de la 
pone en tarn que division entre 
deux mondy. la pone deve- 
nant ainsi i'expressioa de la co¬ 
existence dy opposes. Line du¬ 
ality que I'on retrouvre dans ly 
oeuvres de Ghada Dahdaleh. 

Elle commence par cons- 
truire ses toiles avec dy portes. 
des fenStres et dy decors 
geomitriquy peints sur les 
murs de ces maisons. Elle uti¬ 
lise aussi le motif du linge pen- 
du sur un fjl qui passe devant 
une fenetre. une sefene assez 
commune dans )y quartiers 
surpeuplds. Vu de loin, cela 
ressemble ft une chaine de pe- 
tits carreaux qui passent devant 
un rectangle. 

Ghada Dahdaleh commence 
par ces images, puis se d€tache 
lentemem de leur repr€senta- 
tion pour erfer un monde abs- 
trait qui lui appartient. 

Elle utilise ly fenetres des 
maisons comme ly pages d'un 



li-vre. Pour ly lier. elle repete 
ly meme rythmy dans chaque 
rectangle. Si par leur composi¬ 
tion cy toiles rappelent son 
travail precedent, ly couleurs 
ont elles beaucoup £volu 6 y. 
Elle uti-lise aujourdTiui dy 
couleurs beaucoup plus vivy 
que jadis. bien que ly tons 
moyens qu'elle affectionnait 
auparavant. fassent toujours 
partie de sa palette. 

Ghada choisit des couleurs 
analogues (tels que le violet, le 
bleu. vert, pourpre) faciles ft 
harmoniser. ou. au contraire 


C’ est la vie 

L'agenda frangais d' Amman. 


dy contrastes absolus comme 
un carreau bleu royal sur un 
fond ocre jaune. L’harmonie 
n’en souffre pas car c’yt dans 
sy tonaiitds. I'intensite de sy 
couleurs. que 1 'artiste donne de 
l &juitibre ft sy peintures. Ce 
sont dy oeuvres £tudi£y avec 
une esthdtique passionante. . 

Pour obtenir cy tons riches, 
Ghada superpose. Ies couchy 
de peinture. On trouve dans ses 
toily des transparency voices, 
des espaces illumines et des 
surfaces solidy qui cr&nt une 
grande varied de tons. 


,.. • « •• 1“ 

• • •* . v « -'i 7 .- ■ ■ % . 


Exposition 

«Ghada Dahdaleh». Une jeune peintre jorda¬ 
nienne d'origine palestinierune, Ghala Dahda¬ 
leh, revient en Jordanie ap-res un long sejour 
au Canada pour prdsenteT son exposition 
.« Forty et fenetres*. 

jiasqu'au 29 octobre au Centre Culturel 
frangais. 

Video 

Cycle Alain Resnais: quatre films sont pr£- 
sentes au CCF dans le cadre de ce cycle au 
'mois d'oetobre. 

«Mon ancle d'Amerique», le 21 octobre a 20h00. 


Musique 

Le trio Thierry Robin sera en concert le 20 octobre a 20h ft 
Darat al Fun un- 
Thierry Rob¬ 
in est un 
musiden at- 
tir^ par les 
musiques 
d'improvisa 
tion, notam¬ 
ment celles 
des cultures 
tradi tionnel- 
les oedden- 
tales et 
orien tales. 



Ghada Dahdaleh nous r^-5 : 
serve parfois une surprise. Une { " 
couleur inattendue. Un vert pis- \ " 
tache, qui commence ft .vivre au J 
Coeur de la toile. rysurgit au g, 
delft du cadre en ocre rouge.* 
Un jeu de couleurs &ange merit j. 
mobile dans un monde carac-* j 
ifrisfi par I'immobilisme et laf 1 
rigidit^. ‘ ,' . 

Dans quelquy toily. et 
ysentiellement ly plus petity..| - 
ly fenetres sont d 6 Iimit£y par., 
de finy ligny dessin&s ft ' 
I'encre qui se prominent dans 
le tableau ou bien par dy tnurs|:. 
epais et lourds faits au pastel, ft£ 
l'huile ou au fusain, qui figent^ 
la composition. Une fois de* 
plus, la diversity rftgne. t : 

L'ensemble de cy petitest**’ 
toily exposey ensemble dans? w 
la meme partie de la salle du*: 
Centre culturel frangais erfie unj 
effet de mouvemenr grace ft* 
cette guerre subtile emre ies* 
formes et ly couleurs. Un en-^ 
semble dans iequel chaque pe-*.; 
tile toile se vante d'etre unique* j 
et se singularise par sa compo--. i 
sition.H 11 

3 j 

Nelly Lama^ | 
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La (fuadtd f$a pas cte pripg 


# V ;.w 7%. 

'is# 

r 


e rs to re 


$ 


A variety of national and international 
brand to satisfy all tastes anKdesj^es. 
At the bakery a range of blaft^a^il 
stuffed croissants, Foie Gras 
Honeyed Ham at the Deli, Blaclfc^ 
Forest and a variety of taxis at the i Ji t 
Patisserie. ^ 


When it comes to privilege there’s only one 
card, Alahlia~Abela Superstore's Privilege 
Card. Cut tihe coupon below and you will 
get IOQQ points credit. 


- 1 


>3 j C?PP V ? € &? Q ue vous desirez, une seule carte peut 
-j m :t j you&i^roffnr. Sur presentation de ce coupon, nous 
f : :,-3; j yousvdelivrerons, eft echange de 5 dinars y une carte 
de membre Alahlia-Abela deja creditee de 1000 
•’ points - 

-P-.t . 

W-fer — - -----— 


<MaU-Abela ell y*u j$r QnJ a liHie bit mere 
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Activities 
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le Pnntempj 
1 pi ?sente es 
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Li'Licur :ru : ieivk l. ( 

i.x . hui uiTiineai; 
i-i'iiii o: ioifc ic 

dt!j ju cjiir.- a x. 
i. n icu dc i-diwis: 


1 -T'm' rj r i io»k: 
■i:iJne 

Djp> qurtx: 'it 

I?• itncirt- hioiwk 
jl- One. Ijpw itr:* 
i i'li.'. u'ji 'C r-r.nns 
i.- :.iPle.n ■”j wi? 1 - 
.‘pji- ;• Ii.'iird 
i hw!c t>u ju 
la fc ..ri | p*'»wi"in l.fc T 
pic.- jj .Jncrsiirrest 


l, 11 ! c -* ?»rv>« i fr'K» 
ij ;nc*r.e pone «•: b 
Cei'.i r t '.ului.'-.r iriit'j 

ell’.« iT'iU'-.TitS 


the sfli 

6453 * 



mm 


Royal Cultural Centre. 061026/7 

Aflxrican Centre Library.820(01 

British Council.636147/8 

French Cultural Centre .637009 

Goethe Institute... 641993 

Cervantes Institute {Spanish;.610858 

Turkish Cultural Centre.639777 

Hava Arts Centre.60S 195 

Y.W.C.A.641793 

Y.W.M.A .. 664251 

Darni al Futiun ..643252 

Alia An Gallery.639303 

Baladna Art Gallery.657132 

Nabil Al Mashmi They’re.675S7! 

Nabil &■ Hisham's Theatre.625155 


Concord ('menu. 

PlM-Cinema . 

Philadelphia Cinema. 


. 677420 

... (■W 2 W 
.634144 


Sports Clubs 

Al Hussein Sports City.6671x1/5 

Onhodov Club.810491 

Royal Automobile Club.815410 

Royal Shooting Club. 7<6572 

■ Royal Chess Club. (,737 j 3 

Royal Racing Club.09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Club. 676990 

Amman Mun. Library.63b 1 11 

Unit of Jordan Library. 843555 

R S C N . . 5*3793 i/837937 



Government Depts - 


To oook your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the electronic Sxjn Boards cn the 

of S AFC WAY eido- CSHNANA Center -Jabal Alnussien & DOWNTOWN call 680367 


The Prime Minty rv. 

... C4121I 

Labour. 

.698186 

Amman Greater Munt;ipa!itv ... 

..63t.Il! 

Municipalities & Environment 

.6413y3 

Agriculture. 

.. (>Sf>!5l 

Parliamentary Affairs . 

.641211 

Awqaf A. 14air,:v Alfuiro. 

...666141 

Planning . 

.644466 

Culture * Jabul Amman 

6.V*39 ] 

Post & Communications. 

. 624301 

Edu.utu'n A. Higher Edu^jtiun 

, . W.91SI 

Public Health . 

.66513! 

Ene/i;* A. Mineral Rcs.>ur;es . 

,. 8 ! 5b 15 

Public Works kt Housing . 

.6684S1 

Finance . 

*36321 

Social Development. 

.673191 

Fottftgn Affair. 

644361 

Supplies. 

.602121 

Industrv A Tr^Jc . 

663191 

Tourism & Antiquities. 

.642311 

Im't’muiior. 

.. M146*? 

Transport. 

.641461 

Interior Mmwr* 

.. 66 MII 

Water & Imgation. 

. 680100 

Justice. 

.. **63101 

Youth i l'mver*,ii\ . 

.604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian.641271/2 

Australian. 673246/7 

Austrian.-.644635 

Bahraini.664148/9 

Brazilian . 642183 

Belgian.675683 

Bulgarian . 818151 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean . 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech .671813/066135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate S24654/824676 

French -. 641273/4 

German. 689351 

Greek... 671331/2 

Hungarian..815614 

Icelandic Consulate. 69X851 

Indian. 637262 

Indonesian.82891! 

Iraqi.......639331 

Italian. 638185 

Japanese. 672456/7 

Kuwaiti .. 675135/S 

Libyan .. 693101/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan. 64J451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate.... 636720 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy. 644932/4 

Omani..!.686155 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine.677517 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

Philippines .. 645361 

Polish'.-. 637153 

Qatari .-. 682666 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian.814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki.6S390S/704960 

i South Korean. 660745/6 

South Africa.811194 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish. 669177/9 

Swiss.. 686416/7 

Syrian.. 641076 

Taiwan... 671530 

Tunisian . 674307/8 

Turkish .. 641251 

U.A.E. . 643347/64334! 

United Kingdom.823)00 

United States.820101 

Yemen. 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

ICRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA . 607398 

UNICEF.. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 

Adria .Airways.667029 

Aeroflot.64J5I0 

Aeromexico. 694802 

Air Canada.630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka .6S2I4U 

Alycmda (Air yemen).653691 ! 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings. 894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines.G6S9G9 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways .82880] 

Cathay Pacific.628596 

China Airlines. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Delta Air Lines.643661 

Egypt Air.630011 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airlines . 622275 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japan AirLines .630879 

KLM. 622 J 75 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

i Libyan Arab Airlines. 643831/2 

, Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA....636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines. 640200 

PIA . 

Polish Airlines 


Royal Jordanian 


Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air. 622147 

Ltaited Airlines.641959 

US Air.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways. 637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemcnia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport.... (OS) 53200 
RJ Flight Info.(08) 53200 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police. 192/621111 

Civil Defence H Q 193/1WVI ‘»9 

Fire Brigade .622H9CJ/93 

Anthulonce. 199 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Traffic Police. 625943/639703 

Traffic Accident*- .... X*>74(»7/8 
Highway Police. 7X7111 

Hospitals 

Akleh M.iicnniy. (*42441/2 

Al-Ahli. Abdul 1 .(X*4l(i4/li 

Al-Bashir, Ashra licit. .77511 l.*2h 
Al-Mu.islier Hospital . 607227/9 

Amul lluspii.il. 674155 

Anny.Mark.i.S'H Ml/15 

Hussein Medical Centre KI3XH ; 
Italian-Ai*Muh:i|reen.. 777101/3 ; 
Jabal Amman Maternity... (*42362 j 
Khuledi Mjterinly . ... (>44281/6 1 
Malhus. J Amman . nth141 
Palestine, Shmcisaiti . *>64171/4 1 
Queen Alia Hospital . (*02240/50 1 

Shmcisuni Hospital. 60743! ; 

The Islamic. A Mull.... f»i ■(>! 27/37 , 
University Hospital.M45S45 


IUSINESS 




Aqaba Hotels 



General 

Amman Municipality. 843402 

Electricity Complaints. 121 

Prices complaints. 660 ISI 

Hole! complaints. U8/532UU 

Sewerage Complaints.8%390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan. 774111/19 

Post Office Info. 7509X1/2/3 

Telephone Information . 121 


. rv s 


Special offer 

From 1 until 30 April 
Large Pizra for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 


t&k C 'omJorL 
Hotel Suites^ 

Jf Luxury Tel 

Comfort £ 
(• Service I 
Location 

In the^ of 3 
Sweifyieh • - 

THE BLSf MUSIC STORE 


„ v .C* v 

/'-•v 


FREDDY FOR MUSIC 
A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 

CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room ..! 


Ammon 




Xuef u* JbnJle if 


jtei 

Hut, 


” Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every' kid's meal" 

*' Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 



Many Villas ■& A parte me ms 
Furnished and Unfurnished lor 
Rem & Sale 

I nr more information please 
call 





True V acations come Co 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

TeI:314131/2. 


Tel. 8106U5- 81(1609- 
865605. Fax.810520 
Ahdoun. Alinouht.iseb Center. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



Tel: 666 705 



Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Daniil Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriate* and Businessmen 




Beauty Institute 

O Facials 

O Body skin treatment 
O Make-up 

O European manicures & 
padicures 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 








A —* .*• -1 


Cafe Restaurant 

Different 

SZa * - r 

lulu*'; Vnraju i v): ! :4?22 <! 




NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH ft DINNER 



The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahlixyah Girls School 
Take away is available 

Open daily I2:00-S:30p.tn 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


T552^ i JmO»- 

Your first choice in Aqaba 

AQA3A GULP HOTEL 

■S' * 

For reservations call (03) 316636 S 

Fax (03) 318246 | 



Jinn! \l Sir. .l«>rti;rn ( ui'trsin Sir 

Til: ”“.S ) •>'> K;i \: 7S t<»K 1 Ti-1: hSX(tK2 


m,; 

1 . KRIS/ 


U!S CENTRE FOR WICK SERVICES 

•Professional Drycleaning 
*Shocs Repair 
*Darning 
*Engraving 

•Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 

Tel: 679947 




Safewav-Tel: 68531 1 


THE TOP THREE HIGH CLASS FASHION HOUSES IN GERMANY 

Available at : ; > :■ r , . 

KAREMAN JANARD Boutique :?:. ri ' ! 



The most ddicious 
Arabic Sweets 


All types of Bread 


Cakes & Pastries 


7th circle. Tel. 820099 


Al - Jaber Shopping Center , Mecca St. Phone: S21656 & 814714 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


e S3 tx 

'■T'- 

iftn 


V Unnf n Cor 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


Vf* 


dr .: 

-S M 

.3?-' r-rJL 


W'asfi Al- Tal St. 


if 


n 




V J 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE RentaCar CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


we offer:- - 

\ -r Computerized Engine Check ^ Eleciro Mechanical car check - 

i 4 * Automatic & Manual car wash services wheel balance maintanance *- 

❖ Oil Chance 

Wasfi Ai-Tal St. Teli 685454 Fax: 682525 " — 


* ) - 


Not all " cafe’s M are 
created equal 

A Touch Of Class In ^ ^ 

True Arabian Style Tl 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


Al- Shmeisam, Near Ala Ati, Middle East Sank Bldg. Tel.: 698005 
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C.N.S. all set to launch a new bulletin board 
service (BBS) into the Jordanian market: 


Primus BBS is here 


THE OiN-Iine services scene in 
Jordan has witnessed much 
activity over the past \ear and 
a half.’This is due to the intro¬ 
duction of bulletin board ser¬ 
vices to the Jordanian public, 
namely NETS and Access, and 
the start of full Internet on-line 
service, offered by Global One 
/ Sprint Jordan at the beginning 
of this year. 

So much is the enthusiasm 
that there is much untapped 
potential, guaranteeing the 
receptiveness of the Jordanian 
public to more on-line services, 
especially if they offer some¬ 
thing new or exciting. 

It is from this standpoint that 
Computer Networking Services 
(C.N.S.) is launching its Pri¬ 
mus (BBS) Bulletin Board Ser¬ 
vice. taking things one step fur¬ 
ther. by providing a service 
that stands out by'providing a 
number of new attractions. 

Primus provides an easily 
operated graphical interface, 
called Wilcat Navigator, which 
resembles the Internet's World 
Wide Web (WWW). This is a 
mixture of text and pictures. 
This strong graphical element 
is what set Primus apart from 
others, at first glance. Natu¬ 
rally. there are more surprises 
behind the pretty graphics, 
including email services, con¬ 
ferences. file libraries and 


strive for perfection. "We 
understand the importance of 
content in attracting users. 
Already, leading local compa¬ 
nies and organizations have 



C.N.S managerial team (Clock¬ 
wise): Omar Qawas , Amer 
Nasereddin, Nidal Nasereddin 


more. 

"Primus offers something 
for everybody. Our serv ice pro¬ 
vides varied information and 
functionality that caters to dif¬ 
ferent needs of different users." 
said Mr Nidal Nasereddin. gen¬ 
eral manager at C.N.S. 

Primus, meaning the best 
among equals, aims to live up 
to its name through quality ser¬ 
vice. In facL the company's 
logo is the Pegasus— a mythi¬ 
cal horse—resembling the 


chosen Primus as a promo¬ 
tional outlet for their activi¬ 
ties." said Mr Amer Nasered¬ 
din. marketing manager at 
C.N.S. "We arc publishing 
Web pages for these clients and 
it’s only the beginning. The 
idea is that, once the service 
officially launches, users have 
content." added Mr 
Nasereddin. 

C.N.S. are confident that 
their choice of software will 
make their service stand out. 

"Wildcat Navigator utilizes 
the ease-of-use and esthetic 
look of HTML (Hyper Text 
Markup Language), the World 
Wide Web standard program¬ 
ming language." commented 
Mr 'Omar Qawas. technical 
manager at C.N.S. “Users will 
feel familiar with our soft¬ 
ware." he added. 

“Once the communications 


infrastructure in the country 
allows on-line services to pro¬ 
vide ramps onto the Internet, 
our software is ready and able." 
said Mr Qawas. 

The official launch for the 
Primus BBS is set for the Mid¬ 
dle East Technology Show- 
1996. for which C.N.S. is a co¬ 
sponsor. At the show, the com¬ 
pany plans to provide complete 
demonstrations of the service 
along with some surprises. 

Subscription to Primus is 
offered on a monthly, quarterly 
or yearly basis. The cost per 
month is’ JD 10. but this drops 
according to the number of 
months subscribed. C.N.S. is 
promising optimum service, 
that starts upon subscription 
and continues with the timely 
response to customer needs. 

‘ ur success will be dependant 
on customer satisfaction." 
added Mr Amer Nasereddin. 

For now. Primus has well 
over a hundred users who have 
been offered a chance to check 
out the service earlier than oth¬ 
ers. Their reactions are very 
positive and Primus looks set to 
make a real impression on the 
on-line aware community in 
Jordan. “Loe into Primus and 



see the difference." concluded 
Mr Amer Nasereddin. 

For more information on Pri¬ 
mus BBS. contact C.N.S. at tel¬ 
ephone 614755. ■ 



Potential infringements of copyright law through web caching: 

Copyrights and copy wrongs! 


By Jawad Abbassi 
Special to The Star 


ALTHOUGH CACHING a 
web page, whether on the local 
PC level or at a proxy server 
level, may be advantageous in 
accelerating browsing speed, 
the lawyers seem to have a dif¬ 
ferent opinion. The legally well 
versed do accept the technical 
advantages of caching, but will 
point out its potential infringe¬ 
ment of copyright protection, 
of the cached web pages and 
their content. Jurists maintain 
that the novelty of the Ime/net 
and its continuously evolving 
technologies shouldn't make it 
beyond the reach of legislation 
that govern peoples' lives. At 
the same time they concede 
that the evolving "Cyber Law" 
is in continues flux due to this 
novelty which means there are 
no old rules to which people 
can refer. 

The Jordanian law #22 of 
1992. concerned with Copy¬ 
right protection, stipulates dial 
any work benefiting from copy¬ 
right protection must be regis¬ 
tered (deposited) as such, and 
that failure to do so entails a 
fine ranging from JD 20 to JD 
100. So a word of advice is due 
here to all our local web deveb 
opers: the small phrase of 
"Copyright Company name" 
and “all rights reserved" does 
entail a procedure to register 
the web page or its content as 
protected by copyright law 
while failure to do so is a legal 
offense. Furthermore, claims of 
copyright infringements are 
denied for any work that is not 
registered. This is similar to the 


American law where non¬ 
registration of "copyrighted" 
material results in denying the 
right io statuary damages, 
should copyright infringement 
occur. However, while die lack 
of registration hinders claims 
to damage and loss, it doesn't 
negate the right to stop copy¬ 
right infringement by the 
authorities and the liability' of 
copy-right offenders. 

Copyright laws ban— 
among others—the reproduc¬ 
tion. distribution, public dis¬ 
play of registered material 
except in the context of fair 
use. Incidentally, local and 
proxy caching reproduce, dis¬ 
tribute and "publicly display 
web pages, which makes cach¬ 
ing a potentially criminal 
business. 

While fair use of work pro¬ 
tected by copyrights remains 
legal—like reproducing the 
work for the sake of criticizing 
it or for use as a reference— 
the new concept of caching 
blurs the line between fair use 
and copyright infringement. 
For example, proxy servers 
cache web pages to help 
reduce connection times for 
users and infrastructural invest¬ 
ments. As such, proxy servers 
are "reproducing" web pages 
that can be and/or contain 
materials protected by Copy¬ 
right laws for materialistic and 
commercial benefits which 
makes the ‘fair use' argument 
dubious. Furthermore, fair use 
of material protected by copy¬ 
rights. usually means that only 
a reasonable portion should be 
reproduced, but proxy caching 
almost always reproduces and 


publicly displays a web page in 
its entirety-. An intriguing 
notion that local caching (cach¬ 
ing on the end user level) is a 
violation of copyright as it 
"reproduces " a web page in 
RAM or in the hard disk has 
been so far the principal estab¬ 
lished by consistent American 
courts rulings. In Jordan, such 
legal tidbits are yet to surface 
since Jordanian citizens are 
less technically inclined and 
maybe less in Jove wiLh litiga¬ 
tion than their American 


counterparts. 

The fact that caching web 
pages is far from being estab¬ 
lished as “fair use”, is under¬ 
lined by the use of what is 
referred to as “dynamic pages" 
by many web developers. A 
dynamic' web page is not dis¬ 
played except to an end user 
that triggers a certain server 
resident program to view the 
page. This method disallows 
proxy servers from caching the 
web page since it only allows 
viewing by end users. 

The complexities that the 
Internet present to many estab¬ 
lished laws and regulations 
stresses the effect of technical 
advances on reshaping our 
lives. For now. the lawyers and 
legislators must work hard to 
modify and update laws that 
are made fuzzy by changes in 
technology. With the Ameri¬ 
cans being the most Internet 
savvy- people in the world and 
the most inclined towards liti¬ 
gation. it seems the new Cyber 
laws and regulations—just as 
Cyberspace itself—will be dis¬ 
tinctively American. 

Email: 

abbassi@nets.com.jo 


Silicon Graphics announces Origin & 02 


SILCION GRAPHICS Com¬ 
puter Systems, in cooperation 
with Ideal Dimensions, held a 
press conference in Amman 
announcing the company's lat¬ 
est product ranges, the Silicon 
Graphics Origin and 02. 

Mr Nasser Sunaa. business 
development manager for. Sili¬ 
con Graphics Middle : East 
Operations, provided a compre 1 
hensive presentation lEa't\ 
started out with a corporate 
look at Silicon Graphics and its- 
strength of presence in the 
international market. 

Silicon Graphics is a $29 
billion dollar company, which 
has completed its acquisition of 
the supercomputer giant- Cray 
Computers, providing the 
broadest product line possible 
in the high-performance com¬ 
puter market that puts the 
power of Cray at the service of 
Silicon Graphics users. The 


result has been products that 
represent massive leaps in 
performance. 

' Contrary to certain, miscon¬ 
ceptions regarding' Silicon 
Graphics, only 15% of the com- 
.Opany's revenue comes from the 

- .entertainment industry, which 
engulfs* animation, multimedia 
and related applications. 

"40% of Silicon Graphics 
: business comes from servers 
'for networking and InremeL. In 
the . server business. Silicon 
Graphics is growing fast. It is 
third after Hewlett-Packard and 
IBM,’’ said Mr Sunaa. 

The Origin, mainly targeted 
at the servers market, comes 
. -- into classes, first, there's the 
'. ‘200 which is a scalable, shared- 
' memory. multiprocessing 
r departmental server. At the 

- higher-end, there's the Origin 
2000 which represents a com¬ 
plete line of scalable enterprise 


solutions, from one CPU all the 
way up to 128. The Origin 
series can seamlessly grow with 
your requirements, thanks to its 
S2MP architecture. 

Then, there's the 02 desktop 
workstation, which aims to 
serve as the optimum Web- 
integraied user environment. 

“The 02 is priced to be 
accessible to engineers and 
creative professionals, it repre¬ 
sents excellent value and pro¬ 
vides superior performance." 
added Mr Sunaa. 

“You have applications now. 
due to the binary compatibility 
offered. You can use your same 
software with the Origin and 
02 series*. This is part of our 
commitment to protect vour 
investment.* said Mr Sunaa. 

For more information on Sil¬ 
icon Graphics in Jordan, con¬ 
tact Ideal Dimensions at tele¬ 
phone number 688123. ■ 


fax 
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Towards making METS 
a ‘more regional’ event 


ITS THAT time of the year when the computer industry in 
the Middle East gets busy again, in anticipation of the main 
event: GITEX '96— the Gulf Information Technology 
Exhibition. ^ . _ 

GITEX, held in Dubai at the World Trade Center, is the 
largest show in the Middle EasL receiving over 400 participat¬ 
ing companies from 29 countries. Many Jordanian computer 
and information technolocv professionals travel every year to 
Dubai to attend GITEX ‘96. either to do business with asso¬ 
ciates or customers in the Gulf, or simply to marvel at the 
wonders of technology exhibited at the show. Jordanian soft¬ 
ware publishers will attend GITEX this year, for the first time. 
Their aim is to promote their products in the markets of the 
Gulf. To them, the Gulf is the area which holds the most 
promise for growth in business. Il’s interesting^ how much 
enthusiasm this show generates in Jordan. Amidst all this 
mania about GITEX. one has to stop to think about the Mid¬ 
dle East Technology Show (METS) ‘96. organized by the Jor¬ 
dan Computer Society (JCSt. and held in Amman every year. 

The question which we've all been asking for two years is 
why METS cannot gain some of the massive glamour that 
GITEX holds. Well, the reasons are simple, first, GITEX is 
the official show for the Gulf region, which includes the main 
markets in the Middle East that are targeted by the interna- 
tionai information technology companies. Purchasing power 
in che Gulf and the huge opportunities are obvious. 

Secondly, all the Middle East regional offices of leading 
computer and technology companies arc situated in countries 
tike the UAE. Saudi Arabia and Bahrain. So. these companies 
participate directly in GITEX. rather than simply participating 
through local dealers, as is the case in Jordan with METS. 

So, is METS destined to be a show for 'local distributors 
and dealers' only catering for the somewhat limited Jordanian 
computer market? Not necessarily. If METS is better mar¬ 
keted as a central show for the Levant region (Jordan, Syria.. 
Lebanon. Palestinian Territories) and maybe even Iraq, it 
would surely attract the attention of international companies, 
who definitely don’t intend to ig nore growing Levant markets. 

If the organization of METS was handed over to a profes¬ 
sional show-organizing company, which somehow developed 
the show's image and aggressively marketed it to international 
and regional companies, we could expect it to turn into the 
trade event that it deserves to be. For now. METS '96 is actu¬ 
ally a successful consumer show attracting some 20.000 visi¬ 
tors. Still, and for us to be realistic, the Jordanian market is 
rather small, and it's not a main target for international com¬ 
panies. What METS needs to develop is a new character that 
presents the show as a meeting place for people in the infor¬ 
mation technology industry. METS should showcase the latest 
technologies to business executives from Lebanon. Syria and, 
of course, Jordan. With a proper conference event scheduled 
alongside the show, getting all these business people to attend 
could become even more possible. 

METS' name, after all. indicates that it is a technology- 
show not a consumer show. The creation of a separate ‘Shop¬ 
per's Hall* this year is a move in the right direction. Also, 
moves to restrict the entrance into the METS main hall to 
business people and professionals— known as trade visitors— 
could establish a more serious audience profile for the event. 

In any case, these are just some ideas and suggestions, 
many of which I have been informed of by concerned individ¬ 
uals, who would like to see Jordan assume its position as a 
regional center for information technology: or, to be more pre¬ 
cise, a ‘Levant 1 center for launching products and technolo¬ 
gies into neighboring markets. As the clock ticks away, neigh¬ 
boring countries that pick up the initiative, and provide the 
support and investment promotion for this idea, will establish 
their own regional shows and events. Let's hope we move in 
the right direction soon enough. We may not be able to catch 
up with GITEX, but it is sure worth trying to improve on the 






Cantona: ‘That was my 


worst match for United’ 


MANCHESTER—Eric Can¬ 
tona had his worst ever match 
for Manchester United 
recently—but his team showed 
its true strength by beating Liv¬ 
erpool with barely a single con¬ 
tribution from the captain. 

“I'd forgotten that I could 
play so badly." said the French¬ 
man after United's 1-0 victory 
at Old Trafford ended Liver¬ 
pool’s unbeaten start to the sea¬ 
son and dislodged them 
from the top of 
the table. 

“I 


am 



am 


very 


very 

unhappy. \ 

If people \ 
say I am 
playing 
badly it is 
true and I 
disappointed." 

“1 did not feel fit either phys¬ 
ically or mentally. I did not feel 
right. Sometimes it happens in 
your job too. It's when you 
wake up and don't feel too 
good then you have a bad day." 

Cantona's performances 
since becoming United’s cap¬ 
tain have generally been sub¬ 
dued and he was no more than 
a bit-part player throughout 
most of Saturday's hard-fought 
Lancashire derby, watched by 
55.128—United's biggest 
crowd for 12 years. 

None of his trademark flicks 
worked, his passing was inac¬ 
curate and his back heels went 
to the opposition. The King of 
Old Trafford looked very mor¬ 
tal indeed. 

“It happens to footballers 
from time to time." he said to a 


group of reporters on the Old 
Trafford pitch afterwards. 

“It’s happened to me on 
occasions since my first profes¬ 
sional game when I was 17. But 
there are games on Wednesday 
and next Sunday when I have 
to play belter. My next good 
performance must come very 
quickly and 1 can't wait for it to 
come." 

United need Can¬ 
tona's golden touch 
to return as soon as 
possible. On 
Wednesday they 
face Fenerbahce 
in Turkey in the 
European champi- 
league and next 
weekend face English league 
leaders Newcastle United. 

Manager Alex Ferguson has 
criticized the fixture planning 
which has given his side such 
lough matches either side of a 
champions' league game, but 
although his team were largely 
outplayed by Liverpool, at least 
they took all three points. 

Ferguson was also upset that 
his players did not follow his 
tactical instructions to try and 
counter Liverpool's game—but 
he was full of praise for David 
May and Norwegian Ronny 
Johnsen for the way they 
defended. 

Ferguson praised May’s per¬ 
formance. saying: “He made 
three tackles on the edge of 
our box which were absolutely 
superb. That's an art that's 
probably dying in the game 
because defenders are pro¬ 
tected by midfielders and 
delaying (tactics). 



United's Eric Cantona hopes for a better performance 


"But when someone can 
tackle like that it sends a mes¬ 
sage to the players in front not 
to worry if someone runs on to 
him. because he’ll tackle them. 
People talk about che saves 
Schmcichel has made but 


those three tackles were 
better." 

David Beckham scored 
United’s winner with a shot 
that went in off the post after 
23 minutes. ■ 


Western Union sponsors UAE 
Desert Challenge 


ABU DHABI—Western Union 
announced today its sponsor¬ 
ship of the UAE Desert Chal¬ 
lenge *96. the final phase of the 
Federation Automobile Interna¬ 
tional World Cup for Cross 
Country Rallies. The four day¬ 
long car rally from Abu Dhabi 
to Dubai is the largest world- 
class rally event to be staged in 
(he Middle East or Asia. 

The UAE Desert Challenge 
has been dubbed one of the 
most challenging and adventur¬ 
ous rally raid events in the 
World Cup. routed over all 
types of desert terrain with 
almost 100% sand driving and 
no rough or rocky surfaces. 

“Western Union is proud to 
sponsor the U.A.E Desert Chal¬ 
lenge, an event which attracts 
competitors from nearly every 
country served by the Western 
Union Money Transfer net¬ 
work," said Bernard Giboz. 
Regional Director—Africa. 

Western Union Financial Ser¬ 
vices International. “In fact, 
several rally participants took 
advantage of the speed, safety 
and re iiabi lity of Western 
Union Money Transfers to pay 
the L1AE Desert Challenge reg¬ 
istration fee.’’ 

Rally spectators and partici¬ 
pants can obLain information 
about Western Union's Money 
Transfer locations and services 
hours in the United Arab Emi¬ 
rates. or anywhere else in West¬ 
ern Union's global network, by 
contacting UAE Exchange 
Center and the AI Ansari 
Exchange. Est. Users can reach 


UAE. Exchange Center at 800 
28 28 and Al Ansari Exchange 
at 800 23 44. Both agents have 
locations throughout the seven 
states that comprise the United 
Arab Emirates. 

Western Union Money 
Transfers to the United Arab 
Emirates are paid out in UAE 
dirhams or US dollars. English 
is spoken at both these num¬ 
bers. Western Union Money 
Transfers help people support 
their families, aid students in 
foreign countries, rescue travel¬ 
lers in emergencies, and keep 
businesses operating smoothly. 

To use the service, remitters 
bring the cash they want to 
send to any of Western Union's 
more than 30,000 locations 
worldwide. The local agent 
immediately enters the trans¬ 
mittal information into Western 
Union’s secure worldwide com¬ 
puter system. 

Minutes later, that informa¬ 
tion is available to all other 
Western Union agents, who are 
authorized to instantly pay out 
the transfer amount to the 
proper recipient. Anyone can 
use the service, and no bank 
account or credit card is 
required. 

The Western Union Money 
Transfer network is the largest 
of its kind in the world, cur¬ 
rently serving 130 countries, 
including the United States, 
Russia, the Ukraine, and the 
countries of Eastern and West¬ 
ern Europe. 

Western Union financial 
Services International provides 


rapid money transfer services 
throughout the world. Famous 
for its pioneer telegraph ser¬ 
vices. the original Western 
Union company dates back to 
1851 and introduced the first 
money transfer service in 1871. 
In 1995 the company became 
part of First Data Corporation 
(NYSE-FDC). which is head¬ 
quartered (n the United States. 

First Data Corporation 
(NYSE;FDC), which reported 
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Al Daoud wins Palace Lights National Rally 


AMMAN (Star)—The first position of the National Palace 
Lights Rally was seized by the driver Muhammad Al Daoud 
who was caught in a challenging and thrilling race with other 
competent Jordanian drivers last Friday. The race was patron¬ 
ized by HRH Prince Faisal who gave the starting signal at the 
headquarters of the Royal Automobile Club of Jordan (RACJ). 

The race towards the Dead Sea witnessed a real competition. 
The expectations that Basshar AI Bustami. whom the Palace 
Lights Company had sponsored, will win were turned upside 
down. Al Bustami failed to continue the race as his car turned 
over in the Kafrain stage. Only eight drivers out of 10 arrived 
at the Palace Lights premises where the race was supposed to 
end. 

A Prize-giving ceremony was held last Saturday at the RACJ. 
The ceremony was attended by Prince Faisal, officials from the 
automobile club and the Palace Lights Company. 

The final results of the race went as follows: 

■ Muhammad Al Daoud. first. Ford 1:26:17 

■ Marouf Abu Samra, Ford 1:26:30 

■ Ahmed Al Daoud, Ford 1:29:1 

■ Fares Bustami, Toyota, 1: 29:46 



Patriotism and 
nostalgia combine 


in Hill’s win 



LONDON —Patriotism and nostalgia combined perfectly at 
the weekend for the British sporting public when Damon 
Hill emulated his father Graham by capturing the Formula 
One world drivers' title. 

The Times devoted its second leader on Monday to Hill’s 
triumph in Suzuka. Japan, under the headline “A good win 
for a good man.” 

“Damon Hill has never regarded victory as the be-all and 
end-all,” The Times said. 

“At 36 he is old enough to understand failure, to see 
beyond ephemeral glory and to realize that fair play, balance 
and dignity are at least as important as the often corrosive 
compulsion to beat alj others. Such qualities are held up as 
the quintessence of English sportsmanship, but too often 
they seem to belong to an earlier, more innocent age." 

The Times outlined the comparison between Hill and his 
^father, who won the championship in 1962 and again in 
1968. “Hill now shares with his father the honour of being 
one of the world’s great drivers," it said. 

"He brings to a new generation his father’s glory, 
enhanced by his own gallantry and grace." 

Stirling Moss, the most respected British driver of the 
1950s although he never won a world title, said he consid¬ 
ered Damon Hill to be a better driver than his father. 

Graham was a brilliant after-dinner speaker and terrific 
on camera," Moss wrote in the Daily Telegraph.. “When he 
was able to be himself, he was really very funny.’’ ■ 
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more than $4.1 billion in reve-; 
nucs in 1995. provides inform 
mation processing services to 
financial institutions, mer^ 
chants, insurance companies; 
health care providers, govern-; 
ment agencies, public utilities 
and consumers throughout the 
United States, the United King¬ 
dom, Australia and through its 
agent network to more than 
120 countries around Che 
world. ■ 
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